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Complimentary tea/coffee 
with this advert cutting. 

Valid ‘til end of November 

(Opposite Wyvale Garden Centre) 
11 Village Farm Ind Est 
Pyle, Bridgend. CF33 6YN 
Tel. 01656 743719 


(GM^es) www.bridgend-today.co.uk www.porthcawl-today.co.uk THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 2010 





PARTY SEASON 

at Bridgend’s BIG Venue... 


RAFTERS BAR sold 

Thursday 2nd/9th/Uliri nni't'inlirr 
Sunday 19th December out 
C hristmas ‘Drag Queen’ 

Party Nights... 

Miss Leslie Lush 
Includes Luxury Buffet 
tickets just £10 pp, from 7.30 pm 


New Year’s Eve in 

RAFTERS BAR 

TV Personality, comedian 

MIKE DOYLE 

“The All Round Entertainer" 

Plus Disco & Luxury Buffet 
just £30 per person - Doors Open 7.30pm 
New Year’s Eve 
in the SPORTS BAR 
Bridge FM DJ Lee Jukes 

Free entry and optional fancy dress 


Sunday Night is Singles Night 

(over 30’s) an extremely Popular Night 

For details go to: 

www.breweryfield.co.uk 


YMCA offers town 


council a new home 


NEWS that the 
Porthcawl YMCA 
has been granted 
the lion’s share of 
the money it needs 
to redevelop its 
base at John Street, 
could also mean 
that the town coun¬ 
cil will get a new 
home. 

John Berry, the presi¬ 
dent of the organisation, 
has written to the town 


BRIDGEND MAN GOES TO JAIL FOR THREE 
YEARS AFTER A BEER GARDEN ASSAULT 


Greenwood said, he 
attacked him with the 
vodka bottle and the 
glass, shouting: 

“I’m going to kill 
you. I’m going to cut 
your head off. I’m 
going to bottle you 
again.” 

Bravely, a customer, 
Sam Webb, attempted to 
intervene. Mr 
Greenwood said that 
Aaron fled from the 
scene in a taxi, but was 
arrested shortly after. 

Mr Roderick had 
injuries to an eye, his 
nose, ear, and multiple 
cuts to his face, chest, 
and upper left arm. 

The court was told 
that Aaron later said he 
had been drinking 
vodka and lager and had 
been “snorting” a drug 
similar to cocaine. 

He claimed that Mr 
Roderick was “as much 
up for a physical con¬ 
frontation as he was”. 

Richard Ace, defend¬ 
ing, said: “His plea of 
guilty was very coura¬ 
geous. 

“It was a swift-mov¬ 
ing incident and the 
injuries could have been 
a lot worse. 

“He reacted at being 
slighted by Mr Roderick 
and is unlikely to return 
to court.” 

The judge said that 
references spoke well of 
Aaron, and there was a 
different side to his 
character. 

Mr Webb was com¬ 
mended for trying to 
prevent violence, at 
some risk to himself 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


Christmas Lunch/Dinner in the BISTRO 

throughout December £14.95 (3 courses) 
Lunches Tues - Sat 12 noon - 3pm; 
Evenings Thurs - Sat 6pm - 9.30pm. 

^ Booking essential. 

Free Entertainment throughout December 
in the SPORTS BAR 

Friday Night - Disco & Karaoke 
Saturday Night - Live Artist ^ 

To book call Bridgend 83 82 81 


A MAN appearing 
before Cardiff 
Crown Court had 
been ejected from a 
pub in Bridgend, 
after a confrontation 
in which he punched 
a fellow-customer, 
but minutes later 
outside the pub, 22- 
year-old Mark 
Aaron picked up a 
one-and-a-half litre 
vodka bottle and 
struck his victim, 
Craig Roderick, 
over the head with 


it, the court heard. 

Aaron threw a flurry 
of punches before tak¬ 
ing a glass from a near¬ 
by skip and throwing it 
10 feet towards Mr 
Roderick, where it 
“exploded on impact” in 
his face, said prosecutor 
Julian Greenwood. 

Aaron, of Bridgend, 
was jailed for three 
years after pleading 
guilty to a charge of 
wounding with intent. 

Judge Patrick Curran 
said: “This was all after 
a quarrel over a trivial 
matter and the injuries 


could have been 
appalling.” 

Mr Greenwood told 
Cardiff Crown Court 
that on July 12, Mr 
Roderick was socialis¬ 
ing in the beer garden of 
the Roof public house, 
in Bridgend. 

“Everything went 
happily, until a woman 
offered Mr Roderick a 
party invitation, which 
he threw to the ground. 
This upset Aaron, who 
punched Mr Roderick 
and was immediately 
ejected.” 

Outside, Mr 


RESTAURANT 
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FINE INDIAN CUISINE 
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WELCOME 


PARTY 
SEASON 
SPECIAL 
Sunday to 
Thursday 


(Restaurant 
diners only) 


Pappadom and Chutney, 
any starters, any main course, 
any rice and nan ... 


ALL FOR ONLY 

£9.95 

(Excluding any king prawn dishes) 

12a Station Road, Kenfig Hill, CF33 6EP 

Telephone orders taken, ready for collection 

01656 744468 

Open 5.30pm -12.00 midnight 7 Days 
Directions: Past Wyvale Garden Centre, through Pyle Village, 
right at traffic lights, left at next set of lights, right at roundabout into 

Talbot Road, continue 100 yards on right hand side. j 
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I| ABOVE: A recent 

n performance of Mikado 
H raised £3,000 for local 

^ charities. See report and 
|\| more pictures by 
wM Keith E Morgan on page 4. 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


council, inviting them to 
consider moving their 
offices from Victoria 
Avenue to the revamped 
YMCA centre - right in 
the heart of town. 

This surprise offer is 
being considered by 
members of Porthcawl 
Town Council at their 
meeting tonight 

(Thursday). It is likely 
that a sub committee 
will be set up to meet 
YMCA board members. 

The redevelopment of 
the YMCA is likely to 
start in about a year 
when all the money 
needed has been 
secured. 

Mr Berry said that 


they had been granted 
£300,000 towards the 
cost from the Big 
Lottery Fund. 

He said: “The total 
cost is £425,000 and the 
other granting bodies 
told us to come back to 
them once we had 
secured the core fund¬ 
ing,” he said. 

“We are confident that 
we will secure the other 
money we need and we 
have a year to find it.” 

The work is expected 
to take about six months 
and entails completely 
remodelling the interior 
of the building to pro¬ 
vide a range of facilities, 
including access for the 
disabled. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 8.) 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


LOCAL INFORMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Constituency office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 750002. 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’Advice Bureau, 26 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend 01656 654951 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAEA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 

Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) 01656 810400 


GEM 

One-Liiieris 

AREYOU OFTEN IRRITATED 
ABOUT SOMETHING 
YOU’VE SEEN OR READ? 

You think about writing The GEM a 
letter to make your feelings known - 
but somehow never get around to it - 
or just do not seem to have time! 

Well, now we’re making it easier for you to 
air your views, good or bad! 

Simply send us your‘one-liner’ to 

gemoneliner 
@tindlenews. co. uk 

Here are some examples: 

"Good to see the pot holes being dealt 
with in Cowbridge - A Williams** 

'We have a wonderful new 
comprehensive school in Cowbridge, but 
no swimming pool - ridiculous! F Jones** 

**Has anyone reported the fly-tipping 
yet in Llantwit Major? W Thomas** 

You get the idea. With the cuts in the 
public sector announced, it’s likely that 
there will be many local issues to highlight. 

But remember, we’re looking for 
both the positive and negative! 

The Editor 


Tears shed in Warsaw at a 


moving 


Remembrance... 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP [Af 

M^ELEINE MOON H 

writes an exclusive BK' 

column for The GEM. 


1 CRIED at the 
Remembrance 
service in 
Warsaw: I was 
standing at a 
memorial to brutal 
carnage and 
destruction, along¬ 
side elderly men 
and women who 
had terrible stories 
to tell. 

They had come to 
pay their respects to 
British servicemen who 
died flying in supplies 
to the city. 

I was in Warsaw to 
attend the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly 
of which I am now a 
member. The North 
Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) 
was founded in April 
1949 to safeguard the 
freedom and security of 
its member states by 
political and military 
means. 

In the Parliamentary 
Assembly, countries 
consult and debate secu¬ 
rity issues and the col¬ 
lective action to be 
taken. 

Article V of the 
treaty declares that an 
attack on one of the 
members is an attack on 
them all. Since the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet 
Union, it has also pro¬ 


vided aspirant and new 
members with the skills 
and support to make 
democratic and military 
reforms. 

It also undertakes 
operations in unstable 
regions, such as the 
Balkans, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

The NATO PA has 
five main committees. 
As a member you have 
a seat on one commit¬ 
tee, and are a substitute 
member on a second 
committee. 

This means that if a 
UK delegate is missing 
from a committee ,a 
second member can 
vote. I am a member of 
the defence and security 
committee and a substi¬ 
tute on the committee 
on the civil dimension 
of security. 

The other commit¬ 
tees cover economics 
and security, science 
and technology and pol¬ 
itics. 

My first meeting 
brought a number of 
vital topics for discus¬ 
sion. Afghanistan and 
the move towards a 
training mission for 
NATO forces was high 
on the agenda. 

The transition 
towards the Afghan 
National Security 
Forces taking the lead in 
fighting and securing 
their country against the 


Taliban insurgents is the 
next key step. 

Much has been said 
about this transition and 
the withdrawal of 
British troops by 2015. 

I believe that the UK 
will still have large 
numbers of troops in, 
we are discussing the 
withdrawal of British 
troops from Germany. 

A war in Europe won 
many years ago brought 
regional security issues 
to be tackled to win the 
peace. 

This will, I fear, be 
equally true in 
Afghanistan. I hope I 
am wrong. 

In Warsaw, this is a 
very emotive issue. 
Poland, along with 
many eastern European 
countries, sees NATO as 
a critical part of their 
future defence and secu¬ 
rity. They know the 
horrors of war, invasion 
and servitude. 

In Eastern Europe, 
there is grave concern at 
Britain’s defence cuts. 
There is also anxiety as 


steps are taken towards 
closer relationships 
between NATO and 
Russia. 

The NATO PA allows 
other countries to send 
observers who join in 
committee debates. 

At the defence and 
security committee, I 
heard presentations 
from Russia, Pakistan 
and South Korea com¬ 
menting on reports 
before the committee. 

Increasingly, Russia 
sees itself as facing the 
same future threats and 
enemies as NATO allies 
and is expressing an 
interest in working 
together to tackle them. 

Afghanistan, Iran, the 
Middle East peace 
process, non-prolifera¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons, 
energy security, cyber 
crime, counter terror¬ 
ism, serious and organ¬ 
ised crime and climate 
security affect us all. 

The NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly 
is one of the venues 
where these common 


problems can be dis¬ 
cussed face to face. 

Prom ‘jaw jaw’ in 
Warsaw I moved on to 
‘war war’ off Plymouth. 
Each Thursday, frigates, 
planes, and submarines 
of mixed nations come 
together to fight sea bat¬ 
tles. 

The war is part of 
POST, (flag officer sea 
training) which ensures 
crews have the training 
and skills to act collec¬ 
tively when under 
attack. 

I had observed the 
exercise guided by 
Admiral Chris Snow. I 
watched as MHS York 
was attacked, lost power 
and navigation and was 
hit by air and sea 
attacks. 

I followed Admiral 
Snow up and down lad¬ 
ders, in and out of 
smoke and water-soaked 
compartments and casu¬ 
alty stations, as the crew 
battled to tackle inci¬ 
dents set up by POST 
trainers, who watched 
how they tackled each 
crisis. 

This is a highly- 
stressful exercise for the 
crews; they know they 
will not be allowed on 
patrol around the world 
until they pass to POST 
standards. 

Eight weeks of train¬ 
ing culminates in the 
stresses of the Thursday 


war. The lean, mean 
fighting navy of today 
has crews with multiple 
roles and tasks. 

I met a law degree 
holding logistics officer 
running damage control, 
stewards as fire fighters 
and first aiders. 

It was noisy, hot, 
smoky, wet and chaotic 
but there was a feeling 
of calm competency at 
the centre of it all. 

It is easy to forget 
that one third of the 
forces in Afghanistan in 
2011 will be from the 
Royal Navy: Easy to 
forget the front line role 
they are playing in the 
Horn of Africa fighting 
pirates and in the 
Caribbean fighting 
drugs. 

It’s also easy to for¬ 
get how small the Royal 
Navy now is, yet how 
highly-regarded and 
invaluable a job it does. 

If you want to see 
some of the photographs 
from Warsaw and 
Plymouth you will find 
them on my website. 

The Thursday ‘war’ 
has another vital role. 
POST training builds 
friendships, respect and 
common understandings 
between the navies of 
many nations. 

POST like the NATO 
PA is a vital component 
in our defence and secu¬ 
rity. 


Plea goes out for 
foster parents 


‘The Merchant Navy is NOT forgotten’ 


Following the success 
of this year’s BBC 
Children In Need cam¬ 
paign, Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council is urging local 
residents to also 
remember the area’s 
own children in need. 

With the number of 
looked-after children in 
care across the UK still 
on the rise and an 11 per 
cent increase recorded in 
the borough over the last 
year, the need for more 
foster placements has 
never been greater,” a 
spokesperson said this 
week. 

Wales has more chil¬ 
dren in foster care than 
any other part of the UK 

- there are roughly 1,900 
foster carers looking 
after over 3,000 children 

- and the Postering 
Network estimates a 
shortage of at least 750 
carers. 

More foster carers are 
needed in Bridgend to 
provide these children 
with safe and caring 
homes. 

“Paced with a short¬ 


age of approximately 80 
foster carers and with an 
ageing population, it is 
important that fostering 
is promoted throughout 
the county borough to 
attract people with the 
skills to foster, particu¬ 
larly for teenage and sib¬ 
ling groups,” said Coun 
Alana Davies, cabinet 
member for children and 
young people. 

“Postering is so 
important, and can trans¬ 
form a child’s life. It is 
crucial that we find more 
foster families so that we 
can provide loving and 
caring surroundings for 
local children. 

Chris Devine, a foster 
carer of 27 years, said: 
“Being a carer can be 
hard work, but is hugely 
rewarding. As well as 
receiving an allowance, 
there is a dedicated team 
providing advice, train¬ 
ing and support right 
from the start.” 

For more information 
about fostering in the 
borough, telephone 
01656 642349 weekdays 
or email fostering@brid- 
gend.gov.uk. 


I REFER to the 
letter and photo 
of the Rose 
Schiaffino recently 
published in your 
newspaper. 

Of course, most peo¬ 
ple are aware of the 
number of ships and loss 
of men from the port of 
Barry as this appears 
quite frequently at this 
time of year and at the 
Merchant Navy day. 

To read further details 
of people affected by 
these losses; brings it a 
step nearer to people 
who care, and it was 
very well put together by 
the writer. 

However, the last few 
words, may be miscon¬ 
strued by readers... 

Would we mind a 
Poppy being bought for 
the Merchant Navy? We 
certainly would not 
mind...and a trip to the 
cemetery at this time of 
year will see quite a few 
Poppy crosses with the 
Merchant Navy colours. 

The Royal British 
Legion is a registered 
charity and rules and 
regulations must be 
strictly adhered to. The 


welfare branch of the 
RBL is under strict 
instructions as to whom 
its collections must be 
paid, not forgetting that 
all serviceman pay into 
the fund from deductions 
made from their pay. 

This does not mean 
that the Merchant Navy 
is left out: Chapter 3 of 
the Eligibility Poppy 
Support Section c states: 
“Any man or woman 
who served afloat in hos¬ 
tile waters (this means 
areas such as the 
Falklands, Gulf war and 
any war zone where they 
are working with the 
military as troop ships 
or support vessel) will 
receive the same support 
as service men and 
women.’’ 

There are of course, 
many other charities we 
can put seafarers in 
touch with, such as the 
SMS King George V 
Eund, The Not 
Eorgotten, Sailors 
Hospital Society, 

I am a payments agent 
for The Shipwrecked 
Mariners Society in the 
area, and we regularly 
get calls for furniture, 
bedding, decorating and 


advice. We have even 
had benefits increased 
where applicants had not 
applied. 

Also, if you have 
completed 15 years as a 
seaman and are on low 
income, I pay 12 seamen 
or widows’ cheques 
twice a year, for which 
they are most grateful. 

If you are in need, 
contact SMS, 1 North 


Pallant, Chichester, West 
Sussex, P019 IBR. 

They will send a 
trained welfare officer 
from either The Royal 
British Legion or SAAFA 
who will give you 
advice. 

Stan Smith, 
(Vice-chairman, Royal 
British Legion, Barry 
branch). 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 2) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
PorthcawL It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in 
Barry, the high point will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

25 Thur 

08.21 

9.5 

20.44 

9.3 

26 Fri 

09.04 

9.3 

21.32 

9.0 

27 Sat 

09.51 

9.0 

22.21 

8.7 

28 Sun 

10.47 

8.7 

23.19 

8.4 

29 Mon 

11.49 

8.5 



30 Tues 

00.30 

8.3 

13.02 

8.6 

01 Wed 

01.43 

8.4 

14.13 

8.6 

02 Thur 

02.48 

8.5 

15.11 

8.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 
& Editorial Director 

CLARE GORE 

Assistant to 

^^^Genera^anagei^^ 


‘‘We aim to use 
all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 

gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews. co. uk 

DON JOHN 

Editorial Manager 


Professional 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in \ 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 

Please 

email your enquiry to \ 
gems ales® 
tindlenews.co.uk 


^ Enquiries concerning ^ 

payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 

MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER 
on 01446 774484 


or e-mail 
gemaccounts® 
^ tindlenews.co.uk 


VISIT OUR ^ 

WEBSITES: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 

barry-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major- 

today.co.uk 

bridgend-todayxo^ 


For all enquiries 
concerning the 
distribution of 
this newspaper, 
please telephone 
^ 01446 774484 


^ All advertisements ^ 
are accepted under 
our conditions of 
acceptance. 

A copy of this is 
on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
or will be sent out 
^ upon request 


Write to us at: 

Glamorgan GEM, 

Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, 

CF71 7EL 


Tel: 01446 774484 
or email us at: 


ggem @ tindlenews.co.uk 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Limited, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 TEL and printed by North Wales Newspapers. 

























































Thursday, November 25th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 3 


Bridgend carer found 
guilty of ^pillaging’ 
victim’s life savings 

CROWN COURT REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


A CARDIFF Crown Court jury took just 
48 minutes this week to convict a 63-year- 
old care warden of “pillaging” the 
£50,000 life savings of a vulnerable elder¬ 
ly pensioner upon whom she preyed. 

Diana Thomas (63) of Longacre, Bridgend, was 
found guilty of nine charges of fraud, and one of 
theft. 

She was found not guilty of one charge of forgery. 

Prosecutor Christopher Rees said the defendant 
had plundered the bank accounts of her retired 
teacher victim, in what was a despicable breach of 
trust. 

Thomas, he said, had written cheques and with¬ 
drawn up to £300 a day on ATMs, and had cashed in 
Mrs Harris’ savings and investment. 

He said that 79-year-old Mrs Mair Eluned Harris, 
thought such a lot of Thomas that she made her and 
her husband Colin, the sole beneficiaries of her 
estate. 


Prisoner was 
caught with 
mobile phone 

by AJ SICLUNA 


SECURITY offi¬ 
cers at Parc Prison, 
Bridgend, became 
suspicious when 
they saw an offend¬ 
er who had just 
been admitted, 
limping . 

Scott Ross-Goulding 
(21), was told to take off 
his shoes and inside one 
was a mobile phone. 

Ross-Goulding, origi¬ 
nally from Basildon, had 
admitted before Vale 
magistrates unlawfully 
taking the mobile phone 
to the prison and had 
been committed to 
Cardiff Crown Court for 
sentence. 

Prosecutor Nuhu 
Gobir said that when 
Ross-Goulding arrived 
in the admissions unit, 
he was taken to a strip 


cell and searched. He 
was limping and denied 
emphatically having any 
unauthorised property on 
him. Inside the shoe, 
they found a mobile 
phone. 

He was later sen¬ 
tenced to two and a half 
years for wounding.. 

For taking the phone 
into the prison, he 
received four months, to 
run concurrently. 

Judge Rhys Rowlands 
said: “There are power¬ 
ful reasons why such 
items are prohibited and 
ordinarily this would 
attract a consecutive sen¬ 
tence.” 

Defence counsel 
Kevin Seal said: “It is 
unfortunate the phone 
was not discovered 
before he got to Parc 
Prison.” 


‘Double whammy’ 
taxation threat 
for residents? 


MAESTEG resi¬ 
dents are facing 
double taxation - as 
a result of partner¬ 
ship deals between 
the town council 
and BCBC. 

That’s the view of 
Coun Phil Jenkins, who 
told a meeting of the 
town council that he was 
concerned about the 
increasing number of 
things being put onto the 
town council by the bor¬ 
ough. 

“We know that we did 
a marvellous thing giving 
£100,000 for the swim¬ 
ming pool. We put 
money into something 
that was left to fall into 
terrible disrepair by the 
borough, and now we 
may have to form a trust 
to take over the running 
of the pool. 

“Partnership can be 


successful, but what peo¬ 
ple don’t realise is that 
we are paying twice for a 
service that we should be 
getting anyway.” 

But Coun Terry Mizen 
felt that if the town coun¬ 
cil had not agreed to go 
into partnership with the 
borough, many things 
would not have been 
done. 

“Partnerships are good 
when they work,” he 
said. “The toilets at the 
town hall and the toilets 
at the welfare park - 
these are happening 
because of partnership. 

“This building (the 
council offices) would 
have been closed if we 
had not been prepared to 
take it on and we also 
help the Town Hall. 

“It would be very 
short-sighted not to take 
them on. I am all for 
more.” 


Mr Colin Thomas was not charged with any 
offence. 

Ten years ago, she signed documents agreeing 
that if she ever became mentally incapable, full con¬ 
trol of her affairs would fall to Thomas. 

While still of sound mind, Mrs Harris discovered 
that surreptitiously, Thomas had gone to the Court 
of Protection and been granted power of attorney 
over her. 

With full control and unfettered access to all her 
bank accounts, Thomas set about fraudulently 
enriching herself and her family. 

In one nine-month period, said Mr Rees, she paid 
53 visits to cash points, taking out the maximum 
£300 each time, making a total of £15,900. 

But the offences came to light after Thomas failed 
in an attempt to cash in a Scottish Widows invest¬ 
ment for £12,500, which was stopped by solicitors 
for the pensioner, who had the power of attorney 
revoked. 

Mr Rees said that Mrs Harris had no children and 
no brothers or sisters, and lived in a Bridgend nurs¬ 
ing home where she was regarded by the staff as 
mentally alert, lively and intelligent. 

When arrested, Thomas told the police that Mrs 
Harris was going to leave her a bungalow and urged 
her to get rid of all her money and gift them to the 
church. 

She told the jury that she did nothing behind any¬ 
one’s back, and in no way acted dishonestly. 

“Money didn’t mean anything to her”, she said. 
She added that Mrs Harris didn’t want anyone to 
know how the money was being disposed of. 

She denied in any way preying on her victim. 

During cross-examination, Mr Rees asked her: 
“You wanted to keep it all quiet, didn’t you?” 

The defendant replied, “That’s just not true”. 

Mr Rees put it to her that she couldn’t face up to 
what she had done. 

Thomas said: “I have done nothing she didn’t 
want me to do.” She denied making up her evidence 
as she went along. 

She said that the police interviews had been “gru¬ 
elling”. 

She also claimed that Mrs Harris asked her to 
give £3,000 in tithes to All Souls, Langham Place, 
London, a church which Mrs Harris had never 
attended. 

Sentence was adjourned until December 13 and 
Thomas was remanded on bail. 


Llangynwyd 
pupils in global 
schools project 


PUPILS at Ysgol 
Gyfun Gymraeg 
Llangynwyd were 
recently nominated 
by Ogmore MP, 
Huw Irranca Davies 
to take part in an 
initiative with the 
charity ‘Be The 
Change’. 

This enables pupils to 
become active global cit¬ 
izens and support their 
peers in the developing 
world, by taking part in a 
series of workshops to 
develop leadership skills 
training. 

On Wednesday 

(November 24), pupils 
met officials to discuss 
how they can work col- 
laboratively to free chil¬ 
dren from poverty and 
exploitation, and free 
them from the notion 
they are powerless to 
affect positive change in 
the world. 

Match-funding the ini¬ 
tiative is Virgin Atlantic 


Airlines, and 30 full 
scholarships to outstand¬ 
ing youths will be award¬ 
ed for travel overseas to 
visit a project. 

Mr Mark Jones, 
Headteacher of Ysgol 
Llangynwyd, said: “We 
were delighted to hear 
that Y sgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd 
were nominated by our 
local MP, Huw Irranca- 
Davies, to take part in 
this very exciting and 
innovative programmes. 

Huw Irranca-Davies 
MP added: “I am glad to 
see Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd 
take advantage of this 
opportunity to help chil¬ 
dren around the world. I 
nominated them because 
I knew they would be 
active and take part in 
this fabulous scheme. 

“I hope this will help 
the children to make a 
difference to the world in 
which they live and will 
one day inherit.” 


WE ARE NOW ONLINE! 

Read your GEM on your computer 
- log on to: bridgend-today.co.uk 
or porthcawl-today.co.uk 


Institute 
backs 
Help the 
Heroes 

MRS Pat Morgan 
who attends Newton 
Institute knit and 
stitch group had the 
idea to hold a coffee 
morning to raise 
funds for Help the 
Heroes and all 
money raised will go 
to the Golden Grove 
Mansion Appeal. 

A very enjoyable 
morning was held with a 
raffle. Special thanks to 
our local PCSO officer 
Holly Prosser, who sold 
raffle tickets, and also 
local businesses for gen¬ 
erously giving raffle 
prizes. 

There was a cake stall 
and a bric-a-brac stall 
and we raised an amaz¬ 
ing £552.70. 

Newton Institute will 
be holding its Christmas 
fayre on November 27 at 
2pm. 

There will a grand raf¬ 
fle, cake stall, tombola, 
hand made gifts and new 
items gifts for all ages. 
Tickets £1, which 
includes a glass of wine. 

JG 


Subpostmaster 
celebrates 
40 years service 


It’s a ’way of life and Em 
proud to be a part of it” 




Lynden Griffiths^with his wife Pat. 

BLACKMILL’S 
subpostmaster 
Lynden Griffiths 
has collected his 40 


Lynden (72), says he service to the local com- 
has “enjoyed every munity. 

minute” of his time Presenting his award, 

behind the counter at Post Office Limited man- 
. Blackmill Post Office, ager, Rita Kendellen, 

years service award Bridgend - and intends said: “Lynden has 


from 

Ltd. 


Post Office 


Town Council 
backs car 
boot sale plan 


ATTEMPTS by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council to 
stifle plans for a car 
boot sale in 
Maesteg, because of 
fears it would 
adversely affect the 
existing one in 
Bridgend run by 
the Bridgend 
Festivals 
Committee, are 
being resisted by 
Maesteg Town 
Council. 

The council received 
an e-mail from someone 
interested in setting up a 
car boot sale in Maesteg, 
possibly at the Llynfi 
Road car park. 

It referred the request 
to the town centre man¬ 
ager Rhiannon Kingsley, 
who said that the 
Festivals Committee 
make most of their 
income from the car boot 
sale they run in the multi 
storey car park at 
Brackla Street each 
Sunday. 

The response goes on: 
“It is understood that a 
significant part of their 
current trade comes from 
north of the M4 and any 
council sponsored com¬ 
petition would cut across 
the original aims of giv¬ 
ing them consent to do 
what they do in 
Bridgend, so that they 
can fund events there 
and now elsewhere in 
the county borough as 
well.” 

They also point out 
that Aldi, Iceland and 
Wilkinsons are open on 
Sundays and all rely on 
the car park for their cus¬ 


tomers. 

But Coun Lynne 
Beadle said that the car 
boot sale could still go 
ahead using the under¬ 
ground section of the car 
park, leaving the upper 
level and the ground sur¬ 
face available for shop¬ 
pers. 

Coun Mike Harpur 
pointed out that the 
underground area was 
very badly lit and car 
headlights would be 
needed. 

Coun Ross Thomas 
said that it seemed 
bizarre to stop Maesteg 
having a car boot sale, in 
case it affected one in 
Bridgend. 

“Significant trade 
comes from Maesteg and 
I agree that we should 
should go for this.” 

Coun Terry Mizen 
said that the car boot sale 
and outdoor market in 
Port Talbot was packed. 

“It brings people in. I 
see people there from 
Maesteg and Bridgend, 
they go because it’s 
there! If we can intro¬ 
duce that feeling back 
into Maesteg, I am all for 
it.” 

It was agreed that the 
town council support 
attempts to bring a car 
boot sale to the valley. 

TAX HELP 

TAX Help for older 
people will hold its 
monthly advice 
clinic at Pencoed 
Library on 

Thursday, 
December 16. For 
appointment tele¬ 
phone 08456 
013321 


to carry on for a few recorded quite an 
more years yet! achievement. He thor- 

“I love being part of oughly deserves this 
the village community, recognition and it is 
chatting and serving my heartening to know that 
customers,” said Lynden, he has kept up the tradi- 
who with his wife, Pat, tion started all those 
and daughter, Esther, also years ago by his aunts to 
runs a retail business that provide services to the 
has been in the family for local community.” 
more than 80 years. Lynden added: “To me 

His two aunts once ran it’s a way of life and one 
post office services in the I am proud to be part of 
village many years ago. it. I will carry on as long 
Together they have as I am able, although I 
clocked up more than do have to have a little 
100 years Post Office rest during the day now!” 



Mike and Hayley welcome you to 

The 

ANCIENT 
BRITON 

@ 

, Newton 
’’N Green 

For the grand opening of the kitchen & 
new menu launch. Friday 26th November 
5.30pm onwards. All meals are made on 
the premises using fresh ingredients. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
until 9th December 

Free bottle of house wine, red or 
white (£10.95) for every two customers 
purchasing a two course meal. 

APPETISERS and BAR SNACKS 
£3.50-£5.95 

Includes: Caribbean Jerk Chicken 
and Thai Fish Cakes 
SUNDAYLUNCH 
One Course £6.95; Two Courses £9.45 
Three Courses £11.95 


CHRISTMAS PARTY MENU 

3 Courses £15.95 Lunch/Evening 
(Served throughout December) 

RESTAURANT OPENING TIMES: 
Tuesday - Friday 12.00 - 2.30 & 5.30 - 9.00 
Saturday -12.00 - 9.00; Sunday 12.00 - 4.00 

For more details or reservations 
please either pop in, telephone 
on 01656 788789 or e-mail 
theancientbriton @ hotmail.co.uk 
1 Clevis Hill, Newton CF36 5NT 
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GILBERT AND SULLIVAN ENTHUSIASTS 
BRING THE MIKADO TO PORTHCAWL 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 


THE Mayor of Porthcawl, Coun Mary 
Emment-Lewis, recently attended a per¬ 
formance of The Mikado at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, by The Savoyards, 
who specialise in Gilbert and Sullivan 
productions. 

The performance itself raised more than £3,000 
for the company’s three chosen charities. The mayor 
drew tickets in a raffle, which raised a further £236. 

The chosen charities this year were: GLAZE, 
which funds new treatments for prostate cancer in 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend; Save the 
Children; and Macmillan Cancr support. 

The show’s musical director was Roger Hudd, 
and it was produced by Andrew Griffiths. 

MAIN CAST 

The Mikado - Andrew Griffiths; Nanki Poo - 
lestyn Morris; Ko Ko - Robert Reynolds; Pooh Bah 
- Layton Skitton; Pish Tush - Chris Parsons. 

The Three Sisters: Yum Yum - Rhiannon Evans; 
Pitti Sing - Kim Danter-Hill; Peep Bo - Briony-Jane 
Banks. 

Katisha - Linda Edwards; A Noble - Chris Banks. 





CAERAU POLICE STATION 
IS STILL UNDER REVIEW 


THE future of Caerau Police 
Station is under review. 

PC Dave Rees told Maesteg Town 
Council, in response to a question from 
Coun Steve Smith, that the future of the 
station is under discussion. 

However, he pledged that if it closes, 
police will remain in Caerau, using a base 
at Blaenllynfi School along with the 
Caerau Development Trust. 

“There will be a presence in Caerau,” he 
added. 

The police station in Caerau has had a 
chequered history since it was first opened. 


I by JAYNE ISAAC | 

It was closed in the 1960s and became a 
private residence for some years. 

In the early 1980s, police decided to 
move back into Caerau and they acquired 
the police station from private owners and 
refurbished it. It has remained in use ever 
since. 

Coun Terry Mizen said he was con¬ 
cerned about rumours that the police sta¬ 
tion was closing. He said: “The closure 
cannot be justified. We cannot seem to get 


crime down below a certain level in Caerau 
and Nantyffyllon. 

“I cannot see why you are considering 
closing the station. You said that there 
would be a presence, but what form will 
that presence take if the station is closed?” 

PC Rees said that there would be no 
decrease in officer numbers even if the sta¬ 
tion closed. 

He added that shift patterns had changed 
this month and there would be more offi¬ 
cers on the afternoon shift to deal with 
problems in the evenings. 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT AND WHERE? 


Mrs Jayne Beynon, Castle 
Bingo, Tremains Road, 
Bridgend - two illuminated 
signs. 

Dr Anthony Eodor, U Smile 
Dental Practice, 21 Hillsboro 
Place, Porthcawl - retain 
existing sign to front of first 
floor and erect similar display 
sign to rear facing gable at first 
floor. 

Mr J Congdon, Woodland 
area. The Oaks/The Lymes, 
Fenwick Drive, Brackla - 

various works to trees on 
woodland area. 

Mr Gareth Horn, Ty Sycamor 
Wyddan, Station Road, 
Maesteg - crown lift 30 per 
cent and reduce height by 30 
per cent of Ash, Willow, and 


Sycamore and 30 percent 
crown reduction of Sycamore. 
Sarah Head, Rear 39 Banc Yr 
Allt, Bryntirion - cut back 
branches overhanging rear gar¬ 
den. 

Mr RN Cheung, 51 The 
Woodlands, Brackla 

detached dwelling and separate 
single garage. 

Mr B Morris, Upper Tremains 
Farmhouse, Brackla - refur¬ 
bish dwelling to create main 
dwelling with two annexes 
(ground and first floor) single 
storey extension and convert 
loft. 

Miss S Llewellyn, 18 Duffryn 
Road, Maesteg - first floor 
bathroom extension and first 
floor balcony. 


Mr M Khaliq, 8 Jubilee 
Gardens, Pyle Road, 

Porthcawl - amendment to 

provide double garage/play¬ 
room/store and adjacent 

boundary to include land into 
curtilage. 

Mr P Lincoln, 24 Commercial 
Street, Kenfig Hill - garage at 
rear. 

Mr Evans, P21 Ffynnon 

Dyffryn, Broadlands - rear 
conservatory (new house type). 
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club - 

new greenkeepers facility 
building to replace existing. 

Mr J Owen, 55 Gian y Nant, 
Tondu - first floor extension 
above garage. 

Coastal Oil and Gas Limited, 

Cwmcedfyw Farm, 


Pontrhydcyff - drill and test 
permeability of coal and asso¬ 
ciated strata. 

Mr Huw Morgan, 2 Sandpiper 
Road, Porthcawl- front porch 
and rear bedroom extension. 
Mrs Bronwen Griffiths, 56 
South Road, Porthcawl - 
alterations and extensions. 
BCBC, land between Mallard 
Way and Golf Club, Rest Bay 
- cycle track and footpath. 

Mr G Dower, 11 Beach Road, 
Porthcawl - two-storey exten¬ 
sion for dining and bedroom, 
infill single storey extension 
with first floor;oor external 
and internal alterations. 


Local St John stalwarts 
receive Queen’s honour 


THE Duke of 
Gloucester invested 
two men from 
Ewenny into the 
Order of St John 
Wales at a special 
ceremony in London 
on November 18. 

The ceremony takes 
places every three years 
at the Priory Church of 
St John in Clerkenwell, 
where Knights, Dames 
and Bailiffs Grand 
Cross from St John 
worldwide are invested 
by the duke who is 
‘Grand Prior’. 

The Prior for St John 
Wales, David Hugh 
Thomas, of Ewenny, 
was presented with one 
of the most prestigious 
titles approved by The 
Queen - The Bailiff 
Grand Cross of the 
Order of St John. 

There are only 24 
other St John members 
globally who have 
received the award. 

Mr Thomas said: 
“This honour is not only 
to myself personally, but 
it is linked to acknowl¬ 
edging the importance 
of the Priory of Wales as 
part of an international 
organisation. 

“Whilst obviously it 
will be associated with 


me as an individual, I 
believe entirely that it 
would not have come 
about but for the stand¬ 
ing and credibility of the 
Priory of Wales at an 
international level.” 

Dr Bob Broughton, 
chief commander for St 
John Ambulance in 
Wales, was also invested 
as a Knight of the 
Order. 

Dr Broughton, also 
from Ewenny, who is 
responsible for the over¬ 
all control and direction 
of St John Ambulance in 
Wales, said: “I’m 
immensely proud to 
receive this high acco¬ 
lade. It is a representa¬ 
tion of the hard work of 
the volunteers in Wales. 

“It’s good to see that 
St John Ambulance 
brigade in Wales has 
gone from strength to 
strength and continuing 
to make a real differ¬ 
ence in Welsh communi¬ 
ties.” 



David Hugh Thomas 
of Ewenny 



Dr Bob Broughton 
of Ewenny 


WE ARE NOW ONLINE! 


Read your GEM online - log onto 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk or 
WWW. porthcawl-today. co. uk 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Tekphone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



SCOPE 

SCOPE is a charity 
that caters for dis¬ 
abled people, and 
runs an art project 
for adults and a 
‘befriending’ proj¬ 
ect for the parents 
of children, at the 
centre in Kenfig 
Hill. 

On Saturday 

December 4, there will 
be fun for all the family 
at a Christmas fair and 
coffee morning in the 
Rees Centre, 9a Prince 
Road, Kenfig Hill. 

Father Christmas will 
be there to greet the chil¬ 
dren, so why not go 
along and support this 
worthy cause? For fur¬ 
ther details, ring Linda 
Francis or Donna 
Akdemir-Young on 
01656 741166. 
COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of Pyle 
Community 
Council, held last 
Wednesday, 
November 17, was 
considerably short¬ 
er than usual, due to 
the absence of Anne 
Wilkes, the clerk, 
through illness. 

Many of the items on 
the agenda, including the 
minutes, finance and 
accounts and the clerk’s 
report, was put on hold 
until the next meeting. 

In the meantime, Mrs 
Eileen Peakman has 
agreed to act as the inter¬ 
im clerk. During the first 
15 minutes, when the 
meeting is thrown open 
and questions are taken 
from the floor. Mrs 
Karen Evans wanted to 
know if it would be pos¬ 
sible to open a public toi¬ 
let. 

The councillors agreed 
that there was a lack of 
this facility in the area 
and would look into the 
feasibility of construct¬ 
ing one. This was the 
only question from the 
public. 

The chair reported that 
this year, the switching- 
on of the Christmas 
lights, carol singing and a 
visit from Eather 
Christmas, will again 
take place at the monu¬ 
ment. Eollowing this, the 
children will be able to 
visit Eather Christmas in 
his grotto and enjoy a 
kiddies’ disco provided 
by the Talbot Community 
Centre, while their mums 
and dads can enjoy a 
mince pie and cup of cof¬ 
fee, also in the centre. 

Coun Brian Morris 
suggested that as their 
nearest offices were in 
Bridgend and Porthcawl, 
the Citizens Advice 
Bureau should be 
approached with regard 
to the possibility of open¬ 
ing once a week in the 
Pyle and Kenfig Hill 
area, so as to make it eas¬ 
ier for those who have 
difficulty travelling to 
outside areas. 

The chair of the Talbot 
Community Centre said 
that if it would help, they 
would provide the use of 
a room for a half day a 
week, without charge. 

The chair, Mrs Paula 
James said that she 
would contact the 
Citizens Advice Bureau 


in Bridgend regarding 
the possibility of obtain¬ 
ing this service. 

Local residents have 
contacted the council 
with their concerns 
regarding the possible 
reduction in bus services. 

It seems possible that 
the 224 service from 
Porthcawl to Swansea 
via Cornelly and Pyle, 
will cease in the not too 
distant future. 

A question often asked 
of the council is ‘where 
does all the money go’? 
Besides spending it on 
the usual mundane items 
such as bus shelters and 
general maintenance, 
they also donate cash to 
worthwhile causes. 

At the last meeting 
they granted the follow¬ 
ing amounts to: Citizens 
Advice Bureau - £100, 
The Talbot Community 
Centre - £480 (New 
Lighting), Cymru Heart 
Eoundation - £100 and 
Bridgend County Young 
Singer of the Year - £50. 

ST 

THEODORE’S 
CHURCH 
FOLLOWING his 
induction on Tuesday, 
the new parish priest 
Fr Jonathan Durley 
will conduct his first 
Sunday services this 
weekend in St 
Theodore’s Church 
Kenfig Hill, at 9.30 am 
and then in St 
Coleman’s Church, 
Cefn Cribwr at Ham. 
COMMUNITY 
WATCH 

A LOCAL resident 
has forwarded an e- 
mail to the police 
they had received 
from a man the resi¬ 
dent didn’t know. In 
it, the man is asking 
for help to raise 
some funds, to pay 
his landlord. 

His explanation was 
that, he had an old dog 
and if his rent wasn’t 
paid they would be 
forced out. The man even 
gave his bank details, but 
fortunately the resident 
didn’t give him anything. 

Police are urging peo¬ 
ple to be cautious and 
never to reply to this type 
of e-mail, unless you 
know the person very 
well, as they believe it to 
be a scam. 

The three priorities 
discussed at the PACT 
meeting last week were, 
graffiti in St David 
Mews, parking problems 
near Pisgah Chapel, and 
Kenfig Hill vehicles 
speeding along Heol 
Mostyn/Marshfield 
Avenue in Pyle. They 
will focus on these issues 
and report back to the 
next meeting in January. 

PC Mark Child has 
joined the 

Neighbourhood Policing 
Team. He was previously 
with the response team. 


and will be covering the 
Pyle ward, along with PC 
Gerry McKay. 

As well as having an 
additional police consta¬ 
ble, a new shift pattern 
for the officers and 
PCS Os has been intro¬ 
duced, which will ensure 
that there is now a 
Neighbourhood Policing 
Team on duty in the area 
every day. 

If there are any issues 
that you would like to 
bring to the attention of 
your Neighbourhood 
Police Team, contact 
peso Jon Howe in Pyle 
on 07805 301491 and it 
will be dealt with in strict 
confidence. 

PUPILS 
PRAISED 
Congratulations to the 
seven pupils at 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school, last week, 
and in particular to 
Alice Webber from 
class 7, who won the 
headteacher’s award. 

The school choir has 
been invited to perform 
at various venues during 
this term. The first event, 
at which you will be able 
to listen to this brilliant 
young choir, will be next 
Tuesday at the Co-opera¬ 
tive Store, Pyle between 
9.30-10.30am. 

The school will be 
holding their Christmas 
Fair at the school on 
Friday December 3 from 
3.30pm. The Friends of 
Mynydd Cynffig Junior 
School would appreciate 
any donations for raffle 
prizes and the tombola. 

They are also looking 
for toys, games and 
books in good condition, 
tins/packets of food, and 
homemade cakes (with 
recipe/ingredients 
attached). 

Christmas Willow 
products made by year-6 
at their environment club 
will also be on sale at the 
fair. 

JUNIOR CRAFT 
FOLLOWING the 
success of previous 
years, Coun Paula 
James will be holding 
a Christmas junior 
craft class on 
Saturday, December 
4, in the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill, between lOam 
and noon, admission is 
free. 

Mrs James will be 
assisted by members of 
the Cynffig Craft Club, 
who will also be donat¬ 
ing the materials 
required. 

Parents are welcome 
so long as they accompa¬ 
ny children. For further 
details of this fun morn¬ 
ing, ring Paula on 01656 
741160. 


WI meets 

PRESIDENT Eunice 
Williams opened the 
meeting of Aberkenfig 
and District Women’s 
Institute on November 
10 by welcoming mem¬ 
bers and ‘Happy 
Birthday’ was sung to 
Dorothy Thomas. 

Several members will 
be taking part in the 
whist competition in 
January 2011 this com¬ 
petition is strictly for 
fun. 

The speaker was Rose 
Jones, whose subject was 
ceramics. Rose ably 
assisted by Carol, had 
brought a beautiful selec¬ 
tion of ceramic models 
which she had made her¬ 
self. 

The table was covered 
in Christmas trees, big 
red boots, churches and 
Santas in various sizes. 

Rose works in 
Bridgend College part 
time. She explained how 
ceramics were made by 
filling moulds with liquid 
clay then drying off and 
firing them in a kiln 
before decorating them, 
quite a lengthy process. 

A vote of thanks was 
given by Dilys Mitchell. 
The raffle prizes were 
won by Gillian Williams 
and Irene Burgess. The 
competition for any item 
beginning with the letter 
‘N’, was won by Irene 
Burgess with a New 
Testament. 

Eunice thanked Pearl 
Major for her donation of 
beautiful china, to 
replace some of the WI’s 
existing china. 

Eunice then thanked 
tea hostesses Mair Starr 
and Hilary Crocombe; 
Marian Edwards for pro¬ 
viding the raffle, and 
Dorothy Kingston for her 
register duties. 

The competition word 
for 2011 will be 
‘ABERKENFIG’. 

The last meeting of 
2010 will be the 
Christmas party on 
December 8, in the 
Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig at 
2pm; the competition 
will be an item beginning 
with the letter ‘S’. 

Two choirs 

BLAENGARW male 
voice choir is joining up 
with Blaengarw ladies 
choir for the ladies 
Christmas carol con¬ 
cert in Blaengarw REC 
on Eriday, December 3, 
everyone is welcome. 

Charity 

concert 

TABERNACLE 
Chapel, Pontycymmer, 
in Meadow Street, was 
the first for a concert by 
Bridgend police choir 
50 years ago. 

It consisted of 140 
mixed voices from the 
Tabernacle Augmented 
Choir and a selection 
from the Glamorgan 
Youth Orchestra. 

The choir was con¬ 
ducted at the inaugural 
concert by Alun John, 
who will be in the audi¬ 
ence this time. 

Renamed the 

Bridgend and District 
male choir in 1987, it 
became the Bridgend 
male choir in 2006. The 
choir has won the 
National Eisteddfod. 


twice, and the Gold Cup 
in the Cheltenham festi¬ 
val of music. 

It has enjoyed this suc¬ 
cess under musical direc¬ 
tor John Jenkins. Since 
then the choir has 
increased its membership 
by 25 per cent. 

To celebrate its golden 
anniversary it is putting 
on a concert in the chapel 
tomorrow Friday, 

November 26, at 7pm. 
John Jenkins will be con¬ 
ducting the choir, with 
accompanists Laura 
Smith on the piano and 
Scott Williams (organ). 

Tenors, Paul Carter 
will sing Bui Doi from 
Miss Saigon, Leon Evans 
with Morte Criste and 
Gwyn Evans with Pie 
lesu. 

The choir expects to 
have 75 choristers 
singing on the night and 
the concert will be com¬ 
pered by BBC presenter, 
Huw Edwards. 

Also taking part are 
choirs from Ysgol 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw 
and Ffaldau. 

All proceeds will go to 
Cancer Research Wales. 

Ogmore 

ladies 

Ogmore Valley ladies 
choir and society held a 
recent coffee morning 
at the Welfare Hall and 
raised more than £500 
for Macmillan Nurses. 

The choir will be per¬ 
forming in a concert 
which includes the 
Ogmore Valley male 
voice choir, and the 
pupils of Ogmore Vale 
primary school, at the 
Ogmore Vale life centre 
on Friday, December 10 
at 7pm. 

The choir rehearses at 
the Welfare Hall, 
Ogmore Vale from 
6.30pm. Telephone 
Meriel on 01656 840144 
for information. 
OGMORE Valley male 
voice choir, under its 
musical director Eira 
Paskin, will be holding 
its annual Christmas 
concert in Canolfan 
Bethlehem, Ogmore 
Vale on December 7. 

Advent 

concert 

OGMORE Vale 

Primary School pupils 
from years 5-6, will be 
presenting their Advent 
Christmas concert 
tomorrow (November 
26) at 10am, 

Years 3-4 will be pre¬ 
senting their Christingle 
concert on December 2, 
at 10am; tickets will be 
limited to two per pupil 
and cost Pleach. 

Pen-y-Fai WI 

JEAN GRIEEITHS the 
president thanked all 
the committee mem¬ 
bers, for agreeing to 
stay on the list for re- 
election. She then 
wished all the birthday 


girls a happy time. 

Chris Phillips remind¬ 
ed members about the 
show Scrooge with 
Tommy Steel in the New 
Theatre, Cardiff and the 
shopping expedition to 
Howells, Cardiff on 
November 29. A coach to 
take the members will be 
leaving Pen-y-fai at 
5.30pm. 

The last Link group 
event of the year will be a 
carol concert in 

Llangynwyd church on 
December 21. The link 
consists of Coety, 
Maesteg, Tiriarll and 
Pen-y-fai WIs 

She asked members to 
submit their names for a 
darts competition, whist 
drive and a guided walk 
around Gloucester. 

Members were also 
asked to provide on a cir¬ 
culated list an item of 
food they will be bring¬ 
ing along to their next 
meeting, a Christmas 
party. 

They were then given 
a demonstration of vari¬ 
ous forms of flower 
arranging by Anne Evans 
a member of Margam 
WI. 

The decorations were 
then raffled as prizes and 
were won by Tilly Viant, 
Margaret Williams, 
Valerie Trimlet, Mavis 
Hek, Gwenda Davies, 
Jean Griffiths and finally 
Chris Thomas. 

Singing 

auditions 

I HAD the honour of 
being invited to audi¬ 
tions for Bridgend CBC 
‘Young Singer of the 
Year’ competition.at 
Aberkenfig Bible 
Church last Saturday, 
organised by the 
Maesteg ‘Gleemen’ 
male voice choir. 

The talent and confi¬ 
dence displayed by these 
youngsters aged between 
11-18 years was out¬ 
standing. 

The tutors at schools 
who teach these young¬ 
sters deserve special 
praise. 

The adjudicators and 


the accompanists had a 
really difficult task lis¬ 
tening to songs sung not 
only in English but 
Welsh, Italian and 
German. 

They were still strug¬ 
gling to decide on the 
finalists late on Saturday 
night, for the junior and 
senior sections of the 
competition at the finals 
in Maesteg town hall on 
January 29, 2011. They 
had to adjourn their dis¬ 
cussions until Monday 
evening. 

I would like to con¬ 
gratulate these competi¬ 
tors for their great per¬ 
formances on the day:- 

Junior section 
Tabitha Carrington 
(Porthcawl), Lauren 
Coates (Bryntirion), 
Connie Osgood-Finney 
(Archbishop McGrath), 
Kamila Godzinska 
(Archbishop McGrath), 
Rhydian Jenkins 

(Llangynwyd), Amy 
Leigh Thomas 

(Maesteg), Sebastion 
Waters (Archbishop 
McGrath). 

Senior section - 
Harriet David (Maesteg), 
Sophie Howe 

(Porthcawl), Mari Izzard 
(Llanhari), Lowri Izzard 
(Llanhari), Amelia Jones 
(Porthcawl), Rebecca 
May (Bryntirion), 
Harmony Millar 

(Porthcawl), Joe 

Wiltshire-Smith 
(Porthcawl), Sarah 
Thalaysingham 
(Bryntirion), Gemma 
Thomas (Brynteg), 
Caitlin Williams 

(Archbishop McGrath), 
Catherine Walters 
(Porthcawl). 

I expect to be able to 
publish the names of the 
youngsters who will be 
taking part in the finals 
next week. 

Missions 

service 

HOREB Chapel, 
Nantymoel, in Dinam 
Close has a special mis¬ 
sions service with a 
report by Bethan Gadd, 
from Bethany Baptist 
Church, Pontypridd on 


her recent trip to 
Nigeria, where she will 
be returning in 
January. 

She is seeking help 
from the community to 
raise funds for this mis¬ 
sionary trip. All are wel¬ 
come to the service. 

Sporting 

success 

TYNYRHEOL pri¬ 
mary school, 

Llangeinor head, 
Martin Griffiths is 
pleased with the sport¬ 
ing prowess of two of 
the schools pupils. 

Kai Lewis who trains 
with the Bridgend acade¬ 
my of football has been 
asked to go along to 
Cardiff football club, to 
take part in the club’s tri¬ 
als for footballers in the 
future. 

Jake Lewis has been 
selected by the boys club 
to play for the Welsh 
rugby team. 

Each term, friends of 
the school donate a book 
to the most improved 
reader in each class; this 
term the winners were: 
class 1 - Gethin Lewis 
received “My Treasury of 
Fairy Tales."' 
class 2 - Kody Tame 
received ''Children’s 
Knowledge 
Encyclopaedia” 
class 3 - Ellie John 
received "Children’s 
Illustrated Internet 
Linked Encyclopaedia”. 

The books were pre¬ 
sented at the school’s 
assembly to demonstrate 
to lESTYN school 
inspectors, the high 
regard the local commu¬ 
nity has for this small 
school. 

TONDU primary 
school head. Sue 
Pilcher reminds respon¬ 
sible adults that the 
PTA has organised the 
Christmas fair at the 
school tomorrow 
(November 26) at 
3.30pm. 

The school choir will 
be entertaining, with year 
6 organizing their own 
stall to sell toys and 
books. 

The PTA is organizing 
a coach trip to go shop¬ 
ping in Cheltenham on 
December 4, with the 
coach departing from 
outside the Simla Indian 
Restaurant at 8.30am. 
Tickets cost £14 and 
£12.50 for pensioners 
and can be obtained by 
filling in the form avail¬ 
able from the school sec¬ 
retary. 


Cor Bro 
concert at 

COR Bro Ogwr, under the 
baton of Edward-Rhys Harry 
will be giving a performance of 
Vivaldi’s Gloria and Christmas 
music on Saturday, December 
4, in All Saints’ Church, 
Porthcawl at 7.30pm. 

Soloists will be Rhiannon Llewellyn 
and Jessica Robinson. Rhiannon, from 
Swansea, is studying at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama 
under Janet Price. 

She is in her fourth year and has per¬ 
formed at a number of prestigious ven¬ 
ues, including the Cadogan Hall, Wells 
Cathedral and the Purcell Room. 

Jessica, from Pembrokeshire, is in 
her second year at the college and has 


Ogwr in 
Porthcawl 

been competing at national eisteddfo- 
dau since she was a child. She won the 
under-26 solo competition last year. 

Edward Rhys Harry has recently 
become musical director and principal 
conductor of the London Welsh Male 
Voice Choir and is also to direct the 
Choral Olympiad, which will involve 
over 1,0000 singers from all the coun¬ 
tries taking part in the Olympics in 
London in 2012. 

The accompanist for the concert is 
Glenn Crooks, who won an organ 
scholarship to Oriel College, Oxford in 
1981 and is musical director of the 
Oxford University Review Company. 

Tickets £10, can be obtained from 
choristers, by telephoning 01656 
653326, and also at the door. 
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Ogmore 
MP 
Huw 
takes 
a bow 
for 

archery! 

RIGHT: 
Huw at Lilleshall 
with a bow in hand. 



OGMORE MP 
Huw Irranca- 
Davies has become a 
parliamentary 
ambassador for 
archery - to help 
raise the profile of 
the sport locally and 
across the UK, in 
the countdown to 
the London 

Olympics in 2012. 

The keen sportsman, 
has already been given 
tips on how to use a bow 
by some of the gold 
medal British archers 
from the Delhi 
Commonwealth Games. 

He said: “I visited the 
headquarters of British 
archery at Lilleshall, in 
Shropshire, and met 
some of the country’s top 
archers. 

“I was actually given 
a lesson by one of the 
leading coaches, and 
then realised I was being 
watched by the interna¬ 
tionals - no pressure 
then! 

“But they gave me 
some useful tips, and I 


PCSOs 
keep 
eye on 
parking 

ENFORCEMENT 
of parking regula¬ 
tions in Maesteg is 
now being under¬ 
taken by PCSOs, as 
there are no longer 
any traffic wardens. 

That information was 
given to Maesteg Town 
Council by PC Dave 
Rees, after members 
complained about illegal 
parking throughout the 
town centre. 

He said that all the 
PCSOs had been tasked 
to look at parking, but 
that they cannot be in the 
town centre all day. 

Parking outside 
schools was also being 
tackled ,with officers 
attending Plasnewydd 
School to assist the lol¬ 
lipop lady. 

The whole question of 
parking enforcement in 
the county borough has 
to be tackled, as police 
have indicated that from 
December they will no 
longer be responsible for 
this. 

It is understood that 
the borough council has 
been looking at options 
to employ their own 
parking wardens, but no 
report to cabinet on this 
has been made yet. 


managed to hit the target, 
which was a relief, 
though I did it from 
about 10 metres - they 
shoot at targets 70 metres 
away!" 

Mr Irranca-Davies 
revealed that his enthusi¬ 
asm for archery has been 
inspired by local clubs, 
including the Blandy- 


Jenkins Archers. 

“They are a credit to 
the local community and 
through these clubs I’ve 
seen the ability of 
archery first-hand to 
contribute to the well¬ 
being of communities, 
and the self-esteem and 
confidence of individu¬ 
als,” he concluded. 


Greetings to and 
from the Rock! 


A PLAQUE bearing 
the coat of arms of 
Gibraltar will have 
pride of place in the 
Maesteg Town 
Council chamber - 
thanks to Cor 
Merched Cwm 
Llynfi. 

The town’s ladies’ 
choir took a coat of arms 
and greetings from 
Mayor Phil John to 
Gibraltar when they per¬ 
formed a concert there 
and met the mayor of the 
British enclave. 

He has now sent his 
greetings and a plaque to 
Maesteg which was 
delivered by choir vice 
chairman Jackie 


Summers, former chair¬ 
man Ruth Dennis and 
member Marlyn Bowen 
- who was clerk to the 
town council for many 
years. 

Mrs Summers told 
councillors that the choir 
had just returned from a 
successful visit to Spain, 
which included the visit 
ton Gibraltar. 

She said that they 
were very warmly 
received by the mayor, 
who was delighted to 
receive the plaque and 
greetings from Maesteg. 

The Town Council 
thanked the choir for pre¬ 
senting them with the 
plaque which will be 
placed on display in the 
chamber. 


Lighting up the 
Maesteg 
festive parade 


THE Christmas 
lights in Maesteg 
are being switched 
on at 4.30pm on 
Saturday, 
December 4. 

The parade will leave 
Ewenny Road at 3.45pm 
and makes its way along 
Commercial Street and 
Talbot Street to the 
square in front of the 
Town Hall, where the 
winner of the schools 
poster competition will 
help the mayor switch on 
the lights. 

The best dressed win¬ 
dow competition will be 


held that day, with judg¬ 
ing at 11am. 

The ceremony will 
include a fireworks dis¬ 
play and there will be the 
usual Father Christmas 
grotto and disco in the 
Town Hall. 

The annual Christmas 
fayre takes place in the 
town hall that morning. 
There will also be a 
Christmas tree festival 
this year in St David’s 
Church. 

The event involves the 
Lions and Round Table, 
who help with the parade 
and other activities. 


MAESTEG MAP 
FOR FRAMING 


THE cost of framing a map of Maesteg for 
display at the new Y Llynfi library, has 
cost £239. 


The map, which measures ten feet by seven, was 
found by the town council and shows the town in 
1911. 


The initial estimate of the cost of framing was 
£100 but members heard that it had ended up at 
£239. 


The map has been presented to the new reference 
library in the Sports Centre where it will be put on 
display. 


Kenfig Hill 
welcomes new 
priest-in-charge 


PARISHIONERS at 
Kenfig Hill welcomed 
their new vicar. Rev 
Jonathan Durley was 
licensed as priest-in¬ 
charge by the 
Archbishop of Wales, 
Dr Barry Morgan, at a 
service on Tuesday 
evening in St 
Theodore’s Church. 
Mr Durley, 44, was 
previously curate at 
the benefice of Newton 
Nottage, Porthcawl. 
He is also the commu¬ 
nity development offi¬ 
cer for the Diocese of 
Llandaff. 

Gating 
of back 
lanes 

BACK lanes in 
Caerau are being 
enclosed with gates 
by Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

Following the success 
of the pilot project to 
gate the lane running 
between Talbot Street 
and Plasnewydd Street 
in the town centre, the 
council has agreed to 
install gates in two fur¬ 
ther back lanes. 

They are the lane 
running between Wesley 
Street and Lloyd Street 
and the lane between 
Caerau Road and 
Treharne Road. 

Residents are issued 
with keys to access the 
lanes. 


He was ordained as 
a priest in 2006, hav¬ 
ing previously worked 
as a social worker on 
community drugs 
projects and homeless 
schemes. 

The Archbishop 
said; “I am delighted 
to license Rev 
Jonathan Durley as 
priest-in-charge of 
Kenfig Hill and dioce¬ 
san community devel¬ 
opment office. 

“Jonathan brings 
with him a wide expe¬ 
rience in social work. 

“I am confident he 
will engage particular¬ 
ly closely with the 
community develop¬ 
ment work already 
being done in this 
area, and in the whole 
diocese, and help build 
on them as part of his 
ministry.” 

Maesteg 

donations 

MAESTEG Town 
Council has made 
the following dona¬ 
tions: National 

Eisteddfod, £100; 
Victim Support 
Cymru, £100; Air 
Ambulance Wales, 
£100; Bobath 
Children ’s Therapy 
centre, £100. 


Bridgend’s Elizabeth 
is honoured with gold 



ABOVE: Elizabeth Cooke. 

A BRIDGEND nurse has been officially 
honoured with a gold award. 

Elizabeth Cooke was among the main recipients 
at this year’s Wales Care Awards ceremony in 
Cardiff City Hall, and won her award in the catego¬ 
ry for Promoting Fulfilled Lives, sponsored by 
Boots Care Service. 

Elizabeth (32) started work in the care sector after 
leaving school 15 years ago and for the past 11 years 
has worked for April Complete Care Solutions Ltd, 
based in Bridgend. 

For just over a year, she has cared full-time for a 
young local woman with severe complex needs - 
and it is her work, with the client which prompted 
her manager Wendy Duckworth to nominate her for 
the award. 


GEM winner collects 
prize from SCATS 



RURAL retailer 
SCATS Farm & 
Country presented 
one lucky winner 
with a brand new 
multi fuel stove, just 
in time for 
Christmas - after 
running a competi¬ 
tion in The 
Glamorgan GEM. 

Mrs Merrill White 
from Bridgend, walked 
away with her very own 
Hamlet Hardy 4 multi 
fuel stove worth £399 
after entering the excit¬ 
ing competition. 

It was launched to cel¬ 
ebrate the opening of 
SCATS Farm & 
Country’s first store in 
Wales and the 20th store 
within its portfolio. 

Mrs White said: “I 
was delighted to hear 
that I had won a stove 
from SCATS Farm & 
Country. The Hamlet 
Hardy 4 will create a 
cosy living environment 
for my home just in time 
for winter!” 

The store is located in 
a prominent position on 
the Brackla Industrial 
Estate in Bridgend with 


NOTTAGE 
PTA FAIR 

NOTTAGE Primary 
School PTA, holds its 
Christmas fayre on 
Friday, December 3, at 
3.45pm. 

Fun for all the family 
- raffle, tombola, hot 
dogs, sweets, refresh¬ 
ments, cakes, books and 
toys; plus stalls selling 
handmade bags, soaps, 
jewellery and cosmetics. 

Father Christmas and 
his helpers will a special 
Christmas story to 
groups of children who 
visit him. Admission £1 
for adults. Everyone 
welcome. 


easy access from 
Junction 36 of the M4. 

The 3.2 acre site fea¬ 
tures a large retail shop 
stocking everything for 
the farmer and rural 
dweller, including ani¬ 
mal health and hus¬ 
bandry items, a Mole 
Valley Farmer’s Farm 
Service customer desk, 
pet and equine depart¬ 
ments and a Welsh food 
and drink department. 

A large yard area 
holds good stocks of tim¬ 
ber, fencing, gates and 
fuel tanks with a separate 
garden area stocking out¬ 
door furniture, planters 
and pots. 

Justin Lewis, store 


manager said: “We have 
a wide range of Multifuel 
stoves in store from qual¬ 
ity suppliers such as 
Villager and Kensal. 
Customers are welcome 
to come into the store 
and get expert advice 
from our knowledgeable 
staff if they are looking 
to invest in a one of our 
fantastic Multifuel stoves 
to make Christmas 
cosier!” 

The store also offers a 
separate large animal 
feed store with a dedicat¬ 
ed sales office, where 
customers can make pur¬ 
chases and obtain spe¬ 
cialist advice on all feed 
and yard products. 


NEWS FROM the 
BRIDGEND LIONS 


Santa {and 
his elves) are 
on the way! 


GUESS who is com¬ 
ing to town? He has 
a red coat and hat, 
a white beard and a 
great big sack? Yes, 
it’s Santa Claus. 

This Saturday, 

November 27 at 1.30pm. 
he’ll be coming on his 
sleigh, with the real rein¬ 
deer, along Dunraven 
Place to his grotto, oppo¬ 
site the main post office. 

At 4pm he will leave 
the grotto on his sleigh 
and go along Market 
Street to switch on the 
Christmas decorations, 
helped by one lucky 
child, the winner of the 
slogan competition. 

Santa will be back in 
his grotto on Saturdays, 
December 4, 11 and 18 


between 10am and 4pm, 
and he looks forward to 
seeing all good children 
there. 

The Lions Club and 
HD Ltd. are delighted to 
help Santa and his elves 
as part of the ‘Christmas 
in Bridgend’ celebra¬ 
tions, being organised by 
the Town Council, 
BCBC and the Bridgend 
Festivals Committee. 

There will be stalls 
and many other festive 
events going on in the 
town in the run-up to 
Christmas including, on 
December 11, the 
‘Elfsteddfordd’, an 
attempt to break the 
world record for getting 
the most elves in one 
place! 


Harmony, and a 
seasonal demo! 


A t the month¬ 
ly meeting of 
Laleston WI 
news and reports 
were given, includ¬ 
ing a humorous 
report by treasurer 
Margaret Aylen on 
the federation 
meeting held at 
Barry. 

One of the guest 
speakers, Ruth Bond, 
spoke about the newly 
formed WI Harmony 


LALESTON 
WI NEWS 


group. The CD they 
recorded at Abbey 
Road (of Beatles fame) 
is now out on release. 

Guest speaker for 
the evening was Clare 
Orchid, who gave a 
seasonal demonstration 
of table arrangements, 
wreaths and how to 
transform a modest 
present into something 
special. 


Clare made several 
arrangements and 
kindly donated them to 
the evening raffle. All 
were gratefully 
received by the lucky 
winners. 

The next meeting at 
Laleston Garden Club 
on December 2, at 
7.15pm will be the 
Christmas meeting 
(members bring a 
plate). Come and join 
us we will be pleased to 
see you. 

JH 
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Top music 
award for KenUg 
HilFs Megan 


A KENFIG HILL 
woman has received 
one of the most 
prestigious awards 
in the world of 
music. 

Megan Inglesant has 
been made an Honorary 
Fellow of the Guild of 
Church Musicians in a 
ceremony held at the 
Queen’s Chapel of the 
Savoy. 

This annual presenta¬ 
tion takes place in 
London during an act of 
worship and alternates 
between Lambeth Palace, 
The Queen’s Chapel and 
Westminster Cathedral. 

This year’s awards 
were presented by Rt 
Rev Graham James, 
Bishop of Norwich. 

Megan is in very 



ABOVE: Megan Inglesant - prestigious award. 


, . She was taught by ed to Germany with Cor 

exalted company, as oth- inspirational teach- Meibion Cwm Garw. 
ers who have received Mlows Megan is also a bor- 

the award include the Royal College of ough councillor repre- 

uu -^ Organists - Vera Henry senting Kenfig Hill on 
Wilhanis, Archbishop of Lil^elyn of Bridgend; BCBC and is also a 
canterbury, and Morgan Lloyd of trustee of the Margam 

Desmond Swansea, and Douglas Abbey Music 

, Hawkridge of London. Foundation, which exists 
, . 1 , ■ • t ^n 2003, Megan to promote opportunites 

been me organist at received the Archbishop for young musicians. 
S™., “““ of Wales award for serv- This award is made to 

9 7 and is renowned or church music in a only a few organists and 

me excellence ot ner ceremony at Brecon church musicians each 
Cathedral. year. 

^ ^ , Her musical work has The Guild exists to 

years of dedicated seiw- included working in promote the highest pos- 
ice as organist of the Cynffig and sible standards of music 

u • Bryntirion comprehen- in church services. 

Megan was Dorn in schools as a pianist The Queen’s Chapel is 

Kcnlig Hill and her love accompanist in their one of the most historic 

of organ music started music departments. buildings in central 

when she was appointed she has toured Canada London located in an 
as accompanist for the area known as the Savoy. 
Kenfig Hill Male Voice It is the last surviving 
Choir and was also invit- structure of a hospital 
founded in 1512. 

Jayne Isaac 


Archbishop 
Tutu. 

Mrs Inglesant 


liturgical playing. 

She has completed 63 


Theodore’s Church, 
the age of just 13. 


Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
m lane turn off 


From 1st 
December 2010 
9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 

Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

2009 Prices Held! 

Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

01446 781818 



Waitrose: plans 
for new store 
to go on show 


RESIDENTS will 
be asked for their 
views on plans for 
a Waitrose food 
store to replace the 
former garden cen¬ 
tre at RH Bird Ltd 
in Cowbridge next 
month. 

A two-day public 
consultation will take 
place there on 
December 3 from 
10am-7pm and on 
December 4 from 
10am-2pm to obtain 
public feedback on 
the scheme. 

A spokesman for the 
planning consultants 
said: “Waitrose have 
wanted to come to 
Cowbridge for a long 
time and are delight¬ 
ed that they have 
been able to secure 
an agreement for 
lease with RS Bird 


Ltd. The project team 
are keen to communi¬ 
cate the details of the 
scheme with the local 
community, to 
encourage an open 
exchange of views. 

“Subject to the 
responses we receive 
during the consulta¬ 
tion, RS Bird Ltd and 
Waitrose aim to sub¬ 
mit a planning appli¬ 
cation by mid- 
December 2010. 

“If this was success¬ 
ful, Waitrose would 
hope to open the new 
store in 2012”, he 
added. 

It is understood that 
the Bird family’s rede¬ 
velopment of the site 
also includes propos¬ 
als for parking for 
ISO cars along with 
other shop units. 


‘No racism in 
Caerau’ says PC 


HATE crimes in 
the Maesteg area 
remain a small 
problem - this 
assurance was 
given to members 
of Maesteg Town 
Council by PC 
Dave Rees. 

Coun Phil White 
asked about the situa¬ 
tion and if there were 
issues to do with race, 
sexuality or disabili¬ 
ties. 

PC Rees said that 
Caerau had received 
bad publicity in the 


past for racially - 
motivated incidents, 
but that perpetrators 
are mainly youths, who 
were drunk and had 
made throwaway 
remarks. 

He said that while 
this was unacceptable, 
there was no underly¬ 
ing feeling of racism in 
Caerau. 

He said that the 
remarks were made as 
a result of alcohol and 
ignorance and had 
been dealt with. 


V A NEWMAN GFASS QUIZ LEAGUE 


Arms stronger than Oak 


THE only team in 
Division 1 with a 
100 per cent record 
is Llangewydd 
Arms, who beat 
hitherto unbeaten 
Royal Oak Nomads 
49-46 on Monday, 
November 15. 

The match was virtu¬ 
ally decided after the 
written section with 
Llangewydd three 
ahead. 

After that, both had 
good individual rounds 
and it was pretty much 
even throughout the call¬ 
out round. 

A good game played 
in a good spirit. 

Llynfi Arms joined 
Nomads in second place 
as a result of a good win 
at Maesteg Catholic 
Club by 52 points to 45. 

Then came 


Mackworth Arms, who 
had a 53-38 win over 
Laleston Inn A and 
Oldcastle A who beat 
Tyrisha Royals 49-41. 

The remaining game 
in Division 1 was an 
extremely close thing 
with Coychurch 

Wanderers winning 
38-37. 

In the second divi¬ 
sion, Laleston Inn B had 
top score with a 57-44 
victory against Cabo 
Roche but Six Bells, 
who won 53-40 at 
Pheasant Gamekeepers, 
remain four points clear 
at the top because 
Llangeinor AFC, who 
were second, lost 45-43 
at Oldcastle B, which 
takes the latter team 
away from bottom place. 

Oddfellows Arms got 
the better of Pyle RFC 
by 43 to 33 and Pheasant 
Poachers won 49^1 at 


Heol-y-Cyw RFC. 

HERE are your four 
teasers :- 

1. Which ship was 
depicted on the reverse 
of the old halfpenny coin 
from 1937 to 1967? 

2. The Bridal chorus 
commonly known as 
‘Here Comes The Bride’ 
is a piece of music by 
which composer? 

3. Which Parisian 
sports stadium is named 
after a World War 1 
French fighter pilot? 

4. Who, in a 
Shakespearian play said: 
“The evil that men do 
lives after them”? 

A Rudge, Hon.Sec. 
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FOY& Co. 


RE-UPHOLSTERY & SOET EURNISHING SPECIALISTS 
Antique, Vintage or Modern 
Over 500,000 metres of fabric in stock 
Large selection of antique and vintage chairs and sofas 
Unit 8B2 Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, CF7I 7PF 

Tel: (01446) 771210 Mobile: (07971) 538414 

email: mmariafoy@aol.com 



Research project 
reaches out to raise 
local food profile 

REACH rural 
development pro¬ 
gramme for 
Bridgend, is raising 
awareness of local¬ 
ly-produced foods 
with a research 
project that 
addresses the low 
profile of local food 
producers amongst 
retail networks. 

David Roderick, rural 
food coordinator. Reach, 
said: “Currently, there 
are only a small number 
of rural food producers 
in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough with limited ability 
to supply to small retail¬ 
ers, hospitality providers 
and the public sector. 

“This research is vital 
in order to understand 
the range and volumes 
of local foods produced 
by rural businesses. 

“We aim to raise the 
profile of these business¬ 
es by looking at how 
they currently market 
their products and find 
innovative ways to 
increase the amount of 
local produce available 
within the borough.” 


Plan to 
seekers 

JOBSEEKERS in 
the Llynfi and 
Ogmore valleys are 
being given a boost 
by social housing 
provider Valleys to 
Coast (V2C). 

It is working in part¬ 
nership with the 
Construction Training 
Centre in Maesteg and 
Wetherby, an insulation 
system manufacturer, to 
create jobs and training 
in the area. 

A spokesperson 
explained: “Starting with 
a multi-million pound 


GREEN SANTA! 

SUSTAINABLE WALES and social enterprise 
SUSSED are organising a ‘green Christmas craft 
market’ at Porthcawl’s Grand Pavilion on 
December 5 (at 10.30am-4pm). 

Santa will be making an appearance in a costume 
made from recycled and fairtrade fabrics. Entry fee 
on the door - adults £1, children 50p - which will 
be donated to Sustainable Wales. 

Contact 01656 783405 or email mm@sustain- 
ablewales.org.uk for further details. 


give job 
a boost 

investment to improve 
the energy efficiency of 
homes in the Llynfi and 
Ogmore valleys, the part¬ 
nership identified a skills 
gap for the fast-growing 
sector of energy-efficien¬ 
cy, and developed a solu¬ 
tion that will give an eco¬ 
nomic boost to the coun¬ 
ty borough. 

“The partners have 
created a new training 
course, to be run from the 
centre in Maesteg, which 
will be the starting point 
for all trainees of the 
project. 

“The investment will 
provide over 700 weeks 
worth of training over the 
next six months, along 
with NVQ Level 1 & 2 
Construction qualifica¬ 
tions for many of the 
trainees benefitting from 
the project.” 

Wetherby have also 
located a new depot in 
Heol-Ty-Gwyn Industrial 
Estate and are looking to 
provide further training 
for local depot workers. 
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INQUEST INTO FIVE YEAR OLD’S DEATH HEARS OF 
BRIDGEND BUTCHER’S POOR HYGIENE STANDARDS 


A BUTCHER whose business was at the 
centre of a fatal E.coli outbreak which 
claimed the life of a five-year-old boy, 
sold rotten meat for years before the 
tragedy, an inquest in Newport heard. 

Mason Jones, of Deri, near Bargoed, lost his life 
to the deadly food poisoning bug which struck 44 
schools in the south Wales valleys. 

The outbreak, in September 2005, had become 
the second biggest to hit the UK by the time it ran 
its course. 

Mason’s mother Sharon Mills sobbed repeatedly 
at the inquest into his death in Newport. 

The coroner’s court also heard allegations of 
chronically lax hygiene practices at the butcher’s 
business, where the outbreak apparently originated 
from. 

John Tudor and Son, based at Bridgend Industrial 


Woman (57) is 
found dead at 
Southerndown 


A COWBRIDGE 
woman found dead 
at Southerndown 
has been named as 
Mrs Judith 

Ricketts, who was 
57 years old. 

She was reported 
missing at 9.30am on 
Wednesday, November 
17, and Vale police 
located a body at the foot 
of cliffs at 

Southerndown later in 
the morning. 

The area commander 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Supt Jay 
Dave, said: “Two police 
officers who made their 
way to the foot of the 
cliffs to check the body 
were cut off by high seas 
and an incoming tide. 

“A rescue helicopter 
was called from RAF 
Chivenor, which suc¬ 


cessfully evacuated both 
police officers and 
recovered the body. 

“We would like to 
extend our sympathy to 
the family of the 
deceased.” 

Mrs Ricketts trained 
as a teacher in Cardiff, 
where she grew up, and 
later managed the 
Tenovus charity shop in 
Cowbridge, before retir¬ 
ing in November 2009. 

Her brother Dr John 
Rogers paid tribute to his 
sister. 

He said: “She was a 
bubbly, joyous soul. She 
had 57 years on this 
earth, most of which 
were joyous and happy 
and that’s how she will 
be fondly remembered.” 

The death is not being 
treated as suspicious and 
a file is being prepared 
for H M Coroner. 



THE GEM 

Winter Pet Food Appeal 

More than ever, our local 
animal shelters are under 
massive strain to home and 
feed an ever growing number 
of pets, that, for one reason or 
another, are no longer in 
their own homes. 

Most pet owners treat their pets as part of 
the family and will even be including them 
in the family Christmas presents! 

If you can help feed a sheltered animal 
this winter, please bring your pet food 
donation to The GEM in Cowbridge and 
we will pass it to one of the local shelters. 



Thank-you, from all the animals! 


Estate, supplied meat to dozens of schools and resi¬ 
dential homes for the elderly. 

Company boss and owner William John Tudor, 
58, was jailed for one year at Cardiff Crown Court 
in September 2007. 

Tudor admitted six counts of placing unsafe food 
on the market and one of failing to protect food 
against the risk of conta mi nation. 

The inquest heard he habitually lied to the author¬ 
ities about his practices and falsified records - two 
months at a time. 

His underhand practices were so habitual he liter¬ 
ally used to pass off mutton as lamb to his cus¬ 
tomers, the inquest was told. 

Detective Superintendent Paul Burke headed a 
criminal inquiry after the firm was pinpointed as the 
source of the outbreak. 

He said staff at the firm were interviewed about 
hygiene standards during the inquiry. 

“A number of people told me in interview about 
meat that was smelling or poor and when brought to 
Mr Tudor's attention they were told to put it in the 
faggots,” he said. 

“When meat was turning yellow they were told to 
‘mince it up’ and put it in the faggots.” 

The idea being that because faggots were spicy 
they would hide the taste of the meat. 

He added: “Mutton was literally passed off as 


lamb.” 

The firm would buy frozen New Zealand mutton 
and sell it on to customers as Welsh lamb. 

False batch numbers linking it to a legitimate 
farm in Abergavenny were used to hide its origin. 

He said that according to staff at the firm, disre¬ 
gard for hygiene rules had gone on for years. 

It was not known whether any of the affected 
schools ever received the faggots or mutton. 

Equally, it was not possible to tell whether the 
factory had caused other E.coli or food poisoning 
outbreaks in the past. 

He said Tudor was well aware of safe hygiene 
practice because he had successfully sat a grade 
three hygiene diploma in 2002. 

But some staff members were found to have 
never attended even basic hygiene courses, despite 
the need to do so. 

It was also found his factory’s only vacuum pack¬ 
ing machine was “not fit for purpose” and was used 
for both raw and cooked meats. 

A “dirty old brush and container of water” was 
used to clean the machine between different users; 
often it was not cleaned at all. 

Cooked and raw meats were stored together and 
decomposing meat was discovered in a fridge sec¬ 
tion at the factory. 

Meat seized from the operation was found to con- 


YMCA’s offer to to’wn council 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1.) 
The new building 
will be over three 
floors and facilities 
will include a board¬ 
room-style meeting 
room, two large halls 
and a community 
hub. There will be a 
lift. 

The building in John 
Street is already well 
used both for activities 
organised by the YMCA 
itself and by other 
organisations, which 
hire rooms for meetings 
and various activities. 

There will be arts and 
crafts facilities and a 
coffee bar provided in 
the new building. 

Mr Berry said that it 
would be possible to 
provide full-time offices 
which the town council 
could rent, and the 
boardroom would be 
large enough to accom¬ 
modate the council, 
with room for press and 
public in a setting that 
was consistent with the 
standing of the town 
council. 

Mr Berry said that 
moving to premises in 
the centre of town 
would be beneficial to 
the taxpayers of 
Porthcawl. 

He told The GEM 
that some informal dis¬ 
cussions have already 
taken place and there 
had been interest in the 
proposal. 


He said: “I know that 
the town council is con¬ 
sidering whether to buy 
its existing offices from 
BCBC but it may well 
be that we can offer 
them a cheaper option 
of renting from us.” 

The possible pur¬ 
chase of the offices is 
being opposed by 
Liberal Democrat mem¬ 
bers of the council, who 
argue that the offices in 
Victoria Avenue are too 


far out of town. 

They have stated that 
if the council is to pur¬ 
chase a property, it 
should be in the heart of 
the town where it would 
have a high profile. 

The council has had 
the building valued and 
tentative approaches 
have been made to 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council 

(BCBC) to see if they 
would be willing to sell. 


but nothing further than 
that has been agreed, 

Coun David Deere, 
Conservative group 
leader on Porthcawl 
Town Council, said that 
the matter was being 
discussed at their meet¬ 
ing tonight. 

“I will be recom¬ 
mending that the coun¬ 
cil holds a meeting with 
the YMCA to see the 
way forward for this 
suggestion,” he said. 



• See you in 
Cowbridge this 
Sunday, boys 
and girls! 

Santa & Rudolph 


Bridgend gets set for 
Christmas switch on! 


LOCAL children have had a 
chance to win a sleigh ride with 
Santa, when he makes a special 
visit to Bridgend town centre 
this Saturday, November 27. 

A competition, organised by 
Bridgend County Borough Council 
and Bridgend Town Council, involved 
completing the sentence ‘7 love 
Bridgend at Christmas because ...’ and 
was open to children aged between 5 
and 10. 

A panel of judges selected the win¬ 
ner, Jade Thomas from Brackla, who 
loves Bridgend at Christmas because... 
''shops are full of lovely things, stop 
and listen as voices sing. Trees and 


lights are all aglow, where else would I 
want to go?'" 

Seren Sellwood and Tomos 
Florence were commended for their 
efforts. 

Santa will glide into Queen Street 
on his sleigh at 1.30pm on Saturday, 
accompanied by his trusty reindeer. He 
will then travel to Dunraven Place to 
open his Christmas grotto, welcoming 
children and making a note of every¬ 
one’s Christmas list, while the reindeer 
take a well-earned rest - the perfect 
opportunity for some festive photo¬ 
graphs. 

At 4.30pm Santa will set out for 
Market Street, where he will be turning 
on Bridgend’s Christmas lights. 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
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tain an identical E.coli 0157 strain as the one that 
killed Mason. 

The same strain was found at a Welsh farm where 
the meat originated, and an abattoir where Tudor 
bought the meat. 

Mr Burke stressed that a certain percentage of 
healthy cattle carry the strain of E.coli without harm 
to them. 

But the fact it could prove deadly to people, par¬ 
ticularly children and elderly, underlined why basic 
hygiene was necessary. 

THE INQUEST CONTINUES. 


85 YEARS OF 
ENGINEERING 
EXPERIENCE 

ADVERTISEMENT 


ESTABLISHED in 
1984, Allpump 
Services offers 
friendly, professional 
advice on all aspects 
of water treatment 
for both domestic and 
commercial cus¬ 
tomers. 

A company 

spokesman said: “Our 
business is built on our 
reputation for service. 
We believe our cus¬ 
tomers are ‘for life’, and 
our team are happy to 
share our wealth of 
knowledge and expert¬ 
ise, acquired over many 
years in the water treat¬ 
ment industry. 

“We are able to offer 
technical advice and sys¬ 
tem design tailored to 
your requirements, so 
please feel free to phone 
to discuss your needs. 

“You can be assured 
there is always expertise 
at the end of the tele¬ 
phone. We are four miles 
from the M4. 

“A delivery service is 
available with priority 
given to call outs.” 

THE TEAM 

Haydn Lloyd 

BSc./DMS, was 

employed with Dalgety 
Agriculture for 12 years 
and has been running 
Allpump for more than 
six years. 

He has an honours 
degree in Agriculture 
Economics at Reading 
University in 1985 and 
then completed a 


Diploma in Management 
Studies at Kingston 
University in 1990. 

Eleri Lloyd also 
worked with Dalgety 
Agriculture, then had 18 
years continuous service 
with Carmarthenshire 
and Pembrokeshire 
County Councils. 

Haydn and Eleri also 
have a 250-head dairy 
herd in St Clears, which 
is run independently by 
the farm herdsman Dale 
Reynolds. 

Why not ask to visit 
the farm to see the new 
washdown system in the 
new Waikato parlour, 
plus dirty water system 
and flood wash complete 
with filtration plant? 

The team also 
includes people with 
experience in pumps and 
pumping systems, manu¬ 
facturing and engineer¬ 
ing with notable compa¬ 
nies such as Dalgety and 
A & M generators, a 
water engineer who 
recently left the Navy 
after almost 20 years, 
and engineers with a 
wealth of mechanical 
skills. 

Borehole drilling - 
what else on the dairy 
farm will pay for itself 
within 18 months or 
less? 

Why not invest in a 
borehole system? 

Call for information 
regarding any of our 
services. Competitive 
prices - reliable service 
- 01994 448310. 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS ■ 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 
NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 


• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 

• Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 


PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 


Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 
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The former Auditor 
General is jailed for 
child pom offences 


THE former Auditor 
General for Wales has 
been put behind bars for 
eight months at Cardiff 
Crown Court for possess¬ 
ing scores of indecent 
images of children. 

Jeremy Colman,(62), who 
earned £170,000 per year, 
resigned in February. 

He pleaded guilty to 14 
offences in connection with pos¬ 
sessing and making pornographic 
images of children. 

Earlier this month, he had been 
due to stand trial on pornography 
charges relating to possessing and 
making 429 indecent images of 
children. 

At the last minute, he changed 
his plea to guilty when the prose¬ 
cution agreed to reduce the over¬ 
all number of images to 182. 

The Cambridge-educated 
Colman, the son of a Fleet Street 
cartoonist, also pleaded guilty to 
a 15th charge of failing to dis¬ 
close a password which would 
have allowed the police access to 
information on a USB memory 
stick. 

The Recorder of Cardiff, Judge 
Nicholas Cooke, said he had 
viewed some of the images of 
boys performing sex acts and he 
described them as “utterly revolt¬ 
ing material.” 

He told Colman, who had lived 
in St Nicholas,but had moved to a 
village near Peterborough: “I 
think it’s fair to say that I found 
myself feeling sick.” 

Prosecutor Roger Griffiths said 


CROWN COURT 
REPORT 
byAJSICLUNA 

Colman had tried to prevent the 
police discovering indecent 
images in his possession by delet¬ 
ing files and hiding hard drives. 

In January, Colman told offi¬ 
cials at the Wales Audit Office, 
that he had accessed social net¬ 
working websites on his office 
computer, had had sexual conver¬ 
sations, received unsolicited pho¬ 
tographs and sent a naked picture 
of himself to someone he met 
online. 

Following that said Mr 
Griffiths, he was advised to take 
sick leave and an investigation 
began. 

The police executed a search 
warrant at one of Colman’s two 
offices, at the Pierhead building 
in Cardiff Bay and found that he 
had deleted many sex images 
from his computer, but they were 
able to recover them from a cache 
of deleted items. 

The court heard that Colman 
had used Google to search for 
material. Four computers were 
recovered from his south Wales 
home, none of which had their 
hard drives in them. 

His counsel, Wendy Hewitt, 
said Colman admitted full respon¬ 
sibility. He was twice-married, 
and remained married, she said. 

At one point, the Judge said 
that he wanted to be completely 
satisfied that Colman had deliber¬ 
ately accepted images and if that 


was not the case, he would have 
evidence called. 

He said that the mitigation up 
to that point had been “tenden¬ 
tious” and there had been an 
attempt at fudging. 

Colman, the court heard, was 
not paying for his defence and 
was on legal aid at that stage. 

Said the judge: “I am conscious 
both of the fact that this case is a 
personal tragedy for you and your 
wife, and it must be both the real¬ 
ity and the clear perception that 
you have received no special 
treatment by way of severity or 
leniency because of who you 
are.” 

The images, said the judge, 
could only have been made by 
the abuse of children and they 
had been taken into the National 
Assembly causing “very consid¬ 
erable embarrassment to that 
body.” 

Some of the images, the court 
heard, were of level four - one 
below the most serious. 

Colman was ordered on release 
to sign the Sex Offenders’ 
Register for 10 years and at the 
end of the case was ordered to 
pay £3,500 costs. 

Colman graduated in mathe¬ 
matics from Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge, and had been Private 
Secretary to the head of the 
Home Civil Service. 

In the Treasury, he had been 
involved in the privatisation of 
the British Airports Authority and 
British Airways, and had worked 
in Prague for an international 
firm of accountants. 


Tobias; Argument led to an 
assault by Barry man 



LAST week, The 
GEM reported on 
the fundraising 
event for six years 
old Tobias Lunnon 
at Cafe Continental 
on Barry Island. 

Tobias was paralysed 
in a car accident in the 
summer and remains at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital 
in Cambridge. 

The event raised 
£2,000 for a youngster 
who is having to face 
the prospect of never 
being able to walk. 

Tracey Smith, who 
helped to organise the 
Cafe Continental 
evening, said: “One of 
Tobias’s great pleasures 
is conversing with his 
friends at Ysgol Gwaun 
y Nant via Skype. 

“Thanks to the gen¬ 
erosity of people, the 
fundraising total has 
reached more than 
£4,000. 

“If anyone would like 
to cheer Tobias up with 
a Christmas card, they 
should send it to: 

Tobias Lunnon, C/0 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, 
Picu Ward, Box 7, Hill 
Road, Cambridge, CB2 

2QQ.” 


AFTER an argu¬ 
ment about the 
alleged non-pay¬ 
ment of rent, a 
panel beater 

attacked a man in 
Barry . 

Cardiff Crown Court 
heard that Lewis Farmer 
(24) struck Mr Chad 
Clemo to the left side of 
his face, causing cuts to 
his chin and lip, which 
bled profusely and need¬ 
ed stitches. 

When Farmer left the 
scene, he told him “I’ll 
be back with a samurai 
sword,” said prosecutor 
Tony Trigg. 

Later Farmer returned 
to the scene and was 


Tenovus event 
BARRY Friends of 
Tenovus are holding a 
Christmas coffee 
morning on 

Wednesday, December 
15, at Romilly Bowls 
Club, Barry, from 
10am. Tickets £2,50 
available from 01446 
733978. Raffle, mince 
pies, tombola, 

Christmas goods. 

Lifeboat shop 
THE Lifeboat Station 
souvenir shop is open 
on the Esplanade, 
Penarth, from 2pm- 
4.30pm, on 

Wednesday, Saturday 
and Sunday until 
December 19. 

Christmas cards, cal¬ 
endars and diaries on 
sale. Telephone 01446 
711659 for full details. 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 


Spotted by the police 
dropping a kitchen knife 
with an eight-inch blade. 

Farmer, of Barry, 
admitted charges of 
assault, possessing a 
bladed article and driv¬ 
ing while disqualified. 

He was jailed for a 
year, the sentence sus¬ 
pended for two years, 
ordered to carry out 150 
hours unpaid work for 
the community and 
made subject to an 8pm 
-7 am curfew for 18 
weeks involving elec¬ 
tronic tagging. 

He was also made 
subject to a supervision 
order for 12 months, 
ordered to pay his victim 
compensation of £300 
and costs of £150. 

Judge Philip Richards 


said:’’You must regard 
yourself as very fortu¬ 
nate indeed.” 

He added: “You 
deserve to go to prison. 
Possessing a knife is 
viewed these days with a 
great deal of serious¬ 
ness.” 

The court heard that 
after being released on 
bail. Farmer was seen 
driving in Skomer Road, 
Barry, and at the time 
was disqualified. 

He was said to have 
11 previous convictions, 
including actual bodily 
harm, for assault, driv¬ 
ing with excess alcohol 
and for a public order 
offence. 

Defence counsel 
Keith Edwards said: 
“The assault was an act 
of misguided frustration. 
He did not actually 
threaten anyone with a 
knife.” 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 

Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 
vaccinated, 
flead, wormed 
and identichipped 
all for only £50 
North Road, I Poundfield, 
Cowbridge Llantwit Major 
01446 774016 01446 794972 


isanna dvm, mrcvs 
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The perfect present . .. 

Gift vouchers now available 
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CHRISTMAS STORE NOW OPEN 

' I N^vV LXcjipMg Lhiis:,.,. 

. produrts NOW instore and online :: 


PUUfNG 77/f 
MAGIC BACK 
INTO 

I CHRISTMAS 


Ltrl jlifKh M* M4 UL 
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Wild West day raises cash for Children in Need 


STUDENTS from 
Stagecoach Theatre 
Arts in Cowbridge 
and Bridgend 
raised £410 for 
Children in Need. 

Instead of wearing 
Stagecoach uniform, 
the students were able 
to donate money and 
wear Wild West fancy 
dress to their classes! 

“Great fun was had 
by all and they are 
thrilled by the amount 
raised for Children in 
Need.” a spokesperson 
said. 

RIGHT: 

Children from 
Stagecoach Bridgend. 


Our Financial Planning Managers 
help you look after your money, 
so you can look after your family. 

^ jfVln^ unri C.v lia d 'inw ; ^ 

: -- . -_fl» r-, 4. || I ff i,4| Mai'I H r -r tti: - . I I 

>. .= ut.nr ‘ •:rh(|.ittcr :r r *: r .♦ rh.: 

‘ fhijt T; .y. and -n ar-tal 

To Arrange a ftnancial pLinnmg appaiTitm<>nt 
visit yuui local branch, oi call 0800 210 023<» 


Children from Stagecoach Cowbridge who helped raise £410 for Children In Need. 


Free thermometers for OAPs 
to check the temperature 


LOCAL pensioners can get 
a free thermometer to 
ensure their homes are 
warm enough during the 
winter months, after Age 
Cymru teamed up with 
NHS Direct Wales. 

Age Cymru’s Health Initiatives 
Officer Rhian Pearce explains: 
“Older people need to look after 
their health during the winter 
months because the cold can have 
a detrimental effect on their 
health. 

“Exposure to cold temperatures 


can lead to older people suffering 
from hypothermia and increase 
the risk of a stroke, heart attack 
or respitory illnesses. 

''This is why it is so important 
that older people are able to 
monitor the temperature in their 
homes and keep it between the 
safe range of 65 and 70 degrees 
Fahrenheit, which is 18 to 21 
degrees Celsius. ” 

The thermometers are available 
from NHS Direct Wales and Age 
Concern Morgannwg as part of 
the Keep Well this Winter cam¬ 
paign. 


Leanne Hawker, the Partners in 
Healthcare Lead for the Welsh 
Ambulance Services NHS 
Trust/NHS Direct Wales, says: 
“These thermometers are a simple 
way to help people stay safe and 
warm in their homes this winter. 

“The thermometers also have 
contact details for NHS Direct 
Wales. We are available to answer 
winter health enquiries 24 hours a 
day, 365 days a year.” 

For a free thermometer, con¬ 
tact NHS Direct Wales on 0845 
4647, or telephone Age Concern 
Morganwg on 01443 490650. 








Owen Fuels 


IT you order your horn* h#iil]ng 
liheP before November 30th 
2010 ¥^ll eiTteryou into a 
draw to win one of 
thete fantastic prizes : 

^e IWo pairs of tickets to a 
rugby Six Nations match" 

• A weekend away for 
two people to London " 


DUithbvIor 
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Barry mother’s appeal: 
‘Help us stop Llandough 
maternity unit closing’ 


A young mother has 
helped to launch an 
internet campaign 
to save the materni¬ 
ty unit at 
Llandough Hospital 
from closure. 

Lynette Spragg from 
Barry, who has a one- 
year-old daughter Laura, 
opened a page on 
Facebook to see whether 
other people were as con¬ 
cerned as she was that the 
unit might close. 

“The message I want 
to get across to people is 
that if they disagree with 
this happening they need 
to do something. 

“It is a case of appeal¬ 
ing to people to make 
their voices heard. 
Please, please get 
involved.” 

Two groups opposed 
to closure on Facebook 
now total 700 supporters. 

Lynette, who gave 
birth to Laura on 
November 20 last year, 
emphasised: “The unit is 
only five years old, with 
six double rooms. It is 
really fresh and clean and 
deals with an average of 
one to two births a day. 

“It is a really relaxing 
unit and was exactly 
what I wanted - offering 
a great service.” 

Lynette said it would 
be a great loss to expec¬ 
tant mothers in the Vale. 


Report by TIM CHAPMAN 



Alun Cairns MP with Lynette Spragg and her 
one-year-old daughter Laura. 


The Cardiff & Vale 
Health Board proposal is 
to consolidate all mid- 
wife-led births at the new 
women’s unit at the 
University Hospital of 
Wales as part of its wider 
‘Making a Difference’ 
plans. 

The consultation peri¬ 
od comes to an end on 
December 10. 

Local MP Alun Cairns 
met Lynette and said he 
was keen for local people 
to contribute to the con¬ 
sultation, voicing any 
objections to the propos¬ 
als. 

He said: “I’d urge 
local residents to object 
formally to the proposals 
presented in the Cardiff 


& Vale Health Board 
consultation. 

“Lynette has worked 
tremendously hard to 
garner support for the 
Llandough unit; her own 
daughter Laura was born 
at Llandough last year. 

“It’s great to see that 
the Facebook group 
‘Save Llandough 

Midwifery Led 

Maternity Unit’ has 
already succeeded in 
attracting more than 600 
members since its launch 
and is an important ele¬ 
ment of the campaign to 
save the six bed unit in 
Llandough. 

“Having used the 
Llandough unit in the run 
up to the birth of my son. 


I personally really appre¬ 
ciate how vital a service 
it is for Vale residents. To 
have to go to the centre 
of Cardiff to an already 
overcrowded hospital is a 
backward step.” 

When the proposals 
were announced in the 
summer, a spokesperson 
for the health board 
explained: “The UHB 
proposal to transfer the 
midwifery-led unit at 
University Hospital 
Llandough to the 
University Hospital of 
Wales needs to be set in 
the context of our com¬ 
mitment to maintaining 
choice for pregnant 
women - while also tack¬ 
ling the duplication of 
services across the Vale 
and Cardiff. 

“This proposal in no 
way weakens our com¬ 
mitment to the mid¬ 
wifery-led model of care, 
and women will continue 
to have a choice about 
where to give birth; at 
home, at UHW in either a 
midwife-led or consult¬ 
ant-led unit, or at a hospi¬ 
tal in a neighbouring 
health board area. 

“Ante-natal and post¬ 
natal care will continue 
to be provided locally 
and Barry Hospital will 
have a major role to play 
in providing this care to 
mums in the area.” 


Woodland 
access in 
Hensol 

HENSOL Forest, 
near Cowbridge, 
has made it easier 
for wheelchair users 
and horse riders to 
access the woodland 
by upgrading the 
car park. 

The new extra wide 
‘kissing gate’ allows peo¬ 
ple using motorised 
scooters or those pushing 
children in buggies to get 
from the car park into the 
woodland. 

At the other end of the 
car park, a horse step- 
over has been installed. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Free tasters 
VALE of Glamorgan 
Genesis - Helping peo¬ 
ple overcome barriers 
into work or training, 
is holding free health 
and beauty taster ses¬ 
sions on Wednesdays, 
10.30am-12.30pm at 
The Gathering Place, 
St Athan. To find out 
more, contact 01446 
709221. 

Meet Santa 
THERE is a chance to 
meet Eather Christmas 
in his grotto at All 
Saints School’s 

Christmas fair on 
Eriday, November 26, 
at Severn Avenue, 
Cwm Talwg, Barry. 
Doors open 3-30pm. 

Stalls include toys 
and crafts. Proceeds in 
aid of new toilets at the 
school. 


AIRPORT 

SHUTTLE 

SERVICE 


THE Assembly and the Vale Council 
have announced that the free Shuttle Bus 
Service 905 (Cardiff Airport Rail Link) 
will continue from December 1. 


"Good Taste *... our speciality! 


Finest India 
Restaurant * 

& Take-away YV\/ ^ 

Award Winning Restaurant 

■■ -f - ^ CHRISTMAS 

V CHOICES... 

Traditional or Indian 
^ ^ (4 Courses) £20 

^ Christmas Day 

^ TVaditional Tlirkey Dinner aap 

PLUS 2 rounds of drinks Ir xjj 
* or a bottle of house wine. 

Throughout December all customers can 
enjoy a complimentary glass of champagne. 

EARLY BIRD Special 
^ ^ ^ 4 Course Meal 

I * 0 ^ only £ 7.95 per person 

^ ^ Available every week Monday, Tuesday 

I r — and Thursday 5.30 pm - 7.00 pm 

^ Offer includes FREE glass of house 

* wine/soft drink (dine-in only) 

OPEN FOR LUNCH (Mon to Sat) 2 Courses only £4.95 

WEDNESDAY Special 
5 Course Meal 
^ only £ 8.95 per person 

Our mid week saver served all evening 
5.30pm -11pm (excludes drinks) 

^ SUNDAY Buffet 22 different dishes 

. I only £7.95 Children £4.95 


m 


Friday and Saturday General Menu Applies * 
icore^)n the doors. _ 


70 

Open 7 days - 5.30pm - 11.30pm (Including Bank Holidays) 



INVITATION 


|OIN US TO CELEBRATE THE OPENING OE OUR 

NEW KITCHEN SHOWROOM 

Saturday 4th December 10am to 5pm 

Huge range of woodburning stoves and accessories 




CHRISTMAS 
Gift Shop 
TMROUGHOtT 

December 


Ibpstak 

® Wocdbtir>«g stoiw 4 Kitchens 


Enjoy a FREE 
glass of nulled wine 
and a mmce pie 
warmed or a 



RAYBURN 




Ijftiltrv nf 42 . valf fluvuMi '.- • C:r. < Vdi? Glsrr'Ufjfn Cf 7 l 

Tel: 01446 771567 Web: www.topstak.co.uk 


V ®‘t^- 
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Maendy YFC’s hectic schedule 


MAENDY YFC has had a very busy few 
months: the club’s 70th anniversary cele¬ 
bration was marked with a Masquerade 
Ball at Cardiff City Hall on October 16. 

The evening was well supported by past mem¬ 
bers, supporters and friends. Guests were greeted 
by The Mini Singers, while enjoying a drinks 
reception, followed by numerous tales from guest 
speaker Mr Dai Jones, Llanilar and finally dancing 
the night away to live music by Stageflight. 

The annual Glamorgan YFC stockjudging com¬ 
petition (October 23) took place in Gower, and 
Maendy members did very well. 

Members have recently enjoyed a Halloween 
Spooktacular night (October 26), with a ghost trail 
and stories, pumpkin carving, games and bacon 
rolls. On October 30, some members volunteered 
their time to assist with the opening of a new coun- 
try store in Bridgend, Scats. 


The club held a Quingo Night (November 9), 
which was a combination of bingo and a quiz in 
support of Daniel Cherriman, who is raising money 
for the Countryside Alliance Campaign. 

There has also been a trip to Cardiff’s Winter 
Wonderland (November 16), where there was an 
interesting display of Torville and Dean wanabees! 

The forthcoming weeks are also set to be action- 
packed, including: Glamorgan public speaking 
competitions on December 5; Maendy YFC 
Christmas carol service on December 14; and the 
Carmarthenshire Queen’s Ball on December 21. 

For information on the club, contact chairman 
Mr leuan Rosser on 07732 626314, or visit website 
WWW. maendy. btek. co. uk. 

HL 


Save the Children: 

New ambassador 

A MERTHYR MAWR businesswoman is 
taking on a new voluntary role as Save the 
Children’s corporate ambassador for 
Wales. 

Mrs Wendy Bailey has given her services to Save 
the Children for more than 18 years. She is a former 
Chair of the Women in Wales committee, which is 
responsible for organising a prestigious luncheon 
every year at Cardiff City Hall, raising more than 
£45,000 for the charity’s work. 

As a member of the committee, Wendy was 
responsible for producing the luncheon programme 
and obtaining sponsorship, and in total has managed 
to raise more than £180,000 for Save the Children. 

She worked in PR and advertising for 35 years 
and was a founder partner and managing director of 
the Colley Slater advertising and public relations 
agency based in Cardiff, Bristol, Birmingham and 
London. 

Since retiring six years ago, Wendy has dedicated 
her time to supporting the work of Save the 
Children which works in more than 100 countries 
worldwide, including here in Wales, helping chil¬ 
dren affected by poverty. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is: 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


WICK CHAPEL: 
Countdown to 
Christmas, 
November 28, 3pm; 
Advent service, 
December 5, The 
Gift of Christmas, 
3pm; December 19, 
carols, cards, read¬ 
ings and surprises 
at 3pm. Warm wel¬ 
come extended to 
all. 

OGMORE RETIRED 
RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION met at 
the Watermill, when the 
guest speaker was local 
Police Constable Robin 
Mellors, who told of his 
work in the force and 
demonstrated the equip¬ 
ment police officers 
have to carry around 


with them. A most 
informative and enjoy¬ 
able afternoon. 
CONGRATULATIONS 
to Peter and Rosamond 
Davies of Slade Organic 
Farm, who took top 
prizes for their lamb at 
the True Taste Awards at 
Haverfordwest recently. 

Slade Farm Organics 
have a regular stall at 
the local produce mar¬ 
ket held in the church 
hall, St Brides Major. 

The next market will be 
on December 18, 
lOam-12 noon. 

THE PACT meeting 
will take place on 
Wednesday, 

December 1 at the 
church hall at 6pm 
when the local con¬ 
stabulary will attend. 
All are welcome. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


18 ' 




MWESOIOIIIIECBII 

PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive tiispiay of appiiances and accessories. 
Factory refurhished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


I I ft \ 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


COMPETITORS PRICES 
CONSTANTLY CHECKED 
TO ENSURE WE ARE 
THE CHEAPEST! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday Sam -5.30pm; Sunday 10am-4pml s 


3a TY NEWYDD road, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse and showroom at M 

252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY - ® 

(Bassett End) 


MD Vn.OtiNM'. 


I OPEN: Monday - Saturday Sam - 5.30pm 


All In stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same^ext Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • 
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I BUNKS & SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK 

1 Lincoln 

1 Bunk Set 

1 Was £537 

1 NOW £386 

1 Price includes Mattress 

--- 

Barcelona 
Bunk Set 

Was £637 

NOW £469 

Price includes Mattress 


1 3" Jazz 2 Drawer 

1 ^ Divan 

1 ^ Was £299 

1 NOW £199 

Electrically Adjustable -.ik 
Beds ^ 

From only ' 

£495 W 

1 ^ - 



.. MORE SUPERB BED BARGAINS! 

1 Double 

1 Solid Oak 

1 'Riviera' 

1 Bedstead 

1 Was £799 

1 NOW £269 



(V 4 Size) A' Myers 

Two drawer 
divan L 

Was£449 

NOw£299^<^i^ 

QUALITY CHILDRENS' 

'RAINBOW' ' 

MAHRESSES 

£83.85 


FABULOUS CLEARANCE OFFERS 


Clearance 
'Jalr 
Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from only £49 


rom onlv ^AQ ^ 1 


Conservatory 
Suites 

From only 

£599 



Clearance 
'Kerala' 
Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from 
only £99 


□ 


I 


HUGE STOCKS OF 
CLEARANCE OAK 


1 HURRY - LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE 

Fireside Chairs^ ^ 

From only J 

£199 r 

Dundee 

now£199 ' ' 

Ext?Table ^ 

NOW £249 ’ ' ' 

Coxmoor Solid Oak 

NOW £269 


V ^ 

ctrL 


SUPERB DOUBLE DIVAN OFFERS | 

4' 6" j 

Healthcare 1 
Supreme Divan 1 

Was £349 * 

NOW £249 

1 . ti ' ' 

4' 6" 

Memory Foam 

Cool Comfort 

2 drawer divan 

Was £459 

NOW £299 

I w 

Silentnight 4'6" 

Lavender 

2 drawer divan 

Was £649 

NOW £379 \ 


Rest Assured 
4' 6" 

Pocket Sprung 

4 drawer divan 

Was £699 

NOW £399 

~ '1^ 

- ^1 


. .. MORE SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK | 

Pink Bed ■ 

c/w , • r 

Mattress j '| g 

Was £229 . ' MKlJ 

now£169 

Football Bed 1 

Mattress 1 

Was £229 1 

NOW £169 ^ 1 

Solid Harwood IfflTIfl 

Guest Bed P'” 

complete 

Was £749 V HII 

now£499 >1^'^ 

Visitor 
Guest Bed 

Was £499 

NOW £335 



QUALITY SOLID OAK OFFERS | 

Milano Coffee Table Milano Lamp Table 

f ^3' tS 

Was £299 NOW £174 Was £199 NOW £114 

Milano |^| 
Corner 

TV Unit _ 

Was £599 

NOW £375 

I? 

Milano Nest 
of Tables 

[ Was £295 

' now£168 

Milano SideBoard 

Was £999 i"" ' 

NOW • 

£595 ' 

Milano 

Wide 

TV Unit 

Was £599 

NOW £299 



FREE DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY 



RAUCH 

1.36m wide (4' 6") 

3 door/3 drawer Robe 
Was £459 

NOW £349 


RAUCH 

2m wide (6' 7") 

Vezalay all mirror 
sliding door Wardrobe 
Was £849 

NOW £449 


RAUCH 

1.8m wide 

( 6 ') 

4 door 
Robe 

Was £499 

NOW £369 



RAUCH ir^ 

2.25m wide ' 

irs") I 

5 door J ■ 
Robe I 
Was £599 i 

NOW £399 


RAUCH 

2.5m wide (8' 3") 

Imperial centre mirror 
sliding door wardrobe 
Was £699 

NOW £499 



j'/JOlii Town & 
U [jrJ £3 Country 


nto our showroom @ ah ccc 
rackla Street Centre ^ 

jendCF311BZ 653147 

townandcountryfurniture.co.uk 
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PORTHCAWL COMPREHENSIVE PUPILS ARE 
BUSY ALL WEEK FOR CHILDREN IN NEED! 





THERE was a packed programme of 
fundraising events in Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School during Children 
in Need week. 

However, nothing was more eagely anticipated 
than the Friday finale, when teachers stepped on 
stage for a staff version of X-Factor. 


ABOVE: Mamma Mia, ifs FABBA, the teachers’ tribute band, with (left to right): Mrs Evans; Ms Raine; 
Mrs Davies; Miss Christopher; Mrs Karen Victor; Mrs Cleaton and Mrs Harris. 


ABOVE: Mr Booth croons while the 
judges (below) prepare their put-downs! 


ABOVE and BELOW: 

For the pupils, it was definitely a non-uniform day! 


ABOVE: 

The piano man was Mr Wisby. 



ABOVE: Now, the rock trivia anoraks will point out that ZZ Top 
had two bearded guitarists, and a clean-shaven drummer (called 
Frank Beard), but who cares? Porthcawl, are you ready to rock? 
...with Mr John, Mr Shutt and Mr Purcella 
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Woman is jailed over £48,000 
theft from a family business 

I CROWN COURT REPORT by TWM OWEN | 


AN OFFICE man¬ 
ager who stole 
nearly £48,000 
from a family busi¬ 
ness has been 
ordered to pay 
back just £5. 

Susan Broad was 
even warned that if she 
fails to repay the £5, she 
will have to serve a fur¬ 
ther seven days behind 
bars on top of the 18- 
month prison term she 
was given after admit¬ 
ting seven counts of 
theft and two fraud 
charges. 

The 52-year-old spin¬ 
ster, who claimed to be 


some £96,000 in debt, 
had spent the cash on 
holidays, including a 
South American trip, 
‘rubbish’ and even a 
personalised licence 
plate for her car. 

She had worked at 
Brecon Motors and its 
sister company Brecon 
Car Rentals for 12 years 
and stole the money by 
failing to register pay¬ 
ments and issuing 
refunds to her own 
credit cards. 

Broad, of Jobs Lane, 
Cefn Coed, Merthyr 
Tydfil, appeared before 


a judge at the town’s 
Crown Court on Friday, 
November 12, having 
previously admitted the 
charges at Brecon 
Magistrates’ Court. 

Originally, Broad 
admitted thefts totalling 
£65,600 but the prose¬ 
cution said it was no 
longer pursuing a 
charge relating to the 
sale of a minibus and 
that was dismissed. 

Richard Ace, prose¬ 
cuting, told the court: 
“Susan Broad had 
worked for the family 
since 1996 and was 
described as a good 
worker and, as her 
responsibilities 
increased, she was pro¬ 
moted.” 

Mr Ace said Broad 
took the money from 
the Rich Way-based 
companies during a 
four-year period from 
2004 to when she left in 
2008, shortly before she 
was revealed as the rea¬ 
son why ‘significant 
irregularities’ had 
appeared in the compa¬ 
ny accounts. 

He said at the rental 
company Broad would 
refund deposits to her 
own credit cards while 
Brecon Motors used 
two computer systems, 
which allowed Broad to 
accept and pocket pay¬ 
ments herself without 
registering them on the 
payment system. 

But she was arrested 
at her home in 
November, 2008, and 
told police: “I did it. 

I’m sorry I’ve been very 
stupid.” 


Clare Wilks, defend¬ 
ing, said Broad was 
unable to offer an 
explanation: “There is 
no real explanation for 
this behaviour which is 
out of character. 

“It is a sad day for 
her, she’s come to court 
with her parents who 
she lives with. Both are 
elderly and in ill health. 
She will be punished 
but so will her parents, 
as she provides support 
to them.” 

Jailing Broad, Judge 
.John Curran told her: 
“You were in a very 
responsible and highly- 
trusted position and 
stole substantial sums of 
cash totalling over 
£47,000. 

“Some went on debts 
but some was spent on 
things like foreign holi¬ 
days, including a trip to 
South America, and a 
personalised number 
plate.” 

He said he had to 
impose an immediate 
custodial sentence and 
the company was ‘com¬ 
paratively small’ and 
suspicion had been cast 
on other employees. 

The judge had origi¬ 
nally intended to order 
Broad to pay just £1 
back until he was 
reminded by the court 
clerk the minimum 
amount is £5. Broad 
will serve half her sen¬ 
tence behind bars and 
the reminder on licence 
in the community. 

Jonathan Williams, a 
director of the family 
firms, told The Brecon 
& Radnor Express he 


felt the financial penalty 
should have been more 
severe. 

“I think it should 
have been looked at 
where the money went. 
It doesn’t appear to 
have been a deep 
enough investigation 
into how the money was 
spent. Her assets should 
have been seized. She 
must have personal 
items that could have 
been sold.” 

Mr Williams said he 
was shocked that a 
trusted member of staff 
had betrayed him: “She 
worked for us for 12 
years and I thought we 
had looked after her, as 
with all the staff. It will 
affect how you recruit. 

It has knocked my faith 
in employing people. 

“I think she had got 
into trying to live a life 
she couldn’t afford. We 
always thought as she 
was living at home with 
her parents and, as she 
had a motability car, she 
had little outgoings and 
her wages were pocket 
money. She was always 
boasting about her holi¬ 
days.” 

He added that Broad 
hadn’t been replaced in 
the business and he and 
his wife were now 
working longer hours, 
and he hoped the case 
would be a warning to 
other firms. 


• The parish priest 
of Llantwit Major, Fr 
Piers Maher, told The 
GEM that Susan 
Broad was an occa¬ 
sional, weekend mem¬ 
ber of the congrega¬ 
tion. 




'Difficult budget, but 
it’s up to Assembly 
to answer our needs’ 


THE Vale is already 
one of the lowest- 
funded local authori¬ 
ty areas in Wales, so 
what does the Welsh 
Assembly 

Government budget, 
published last week 
mean for us? 

In this current 
financial year, the 
Vale Council received 
£1,221 per person in 
funding from the 
Assembly 
Government; 
Bridgend received 
£1,341, Rhondda 
CynonTaff £1,490 
and Merthyr Tydfil a 
staggering £1,566. 

The total shortfall 
on a council-wide 
basis when compared 
to Bridgend, amounts 
to a staggering £14m. 
Imagine what could 
be done with that 
money? 

This sum is broad¬ 
ly equivalent to one 
new secondary school 
a year, the resurfac¬ 
ing of 300 miles of 
roads, 400 extra 
teachers, or a signifi¬ 
cant reduction in 
Council Tax. 

It is also worth 
considering the 
cumulative effect of 
such a shortfall year 
on year. Clearly, the 
matter is not as sim¬ 
ple as I suggest 
above, but it does 
indicate the scale of 
the task that the Vale 



^ 


Vale MP 
Alun Cairns 

reports to 
GEM readers 


Council has com¬ 
pared to other neigh¬ 
bouring authorities. 

It was also disap¬ 
pointing to note that 
the NHS budgets in 
England, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland 
have been protected 
against cuts. 

Sadly, here in 
Wales, the Welsh 
Assembly 

Government opted to 
cut the budget in real 
terms. 

We already have 
longer waiting lists 
than England, and I 
am worried about the 
potential conse¬ 
quences on health 
cuts here. I hope that 
there will be a change 
of plan by the time 


the final budget is 
presented. 

Finally, there is 
also a case to review 
the way Wales 
receives its funding 
from Westminster. 

The allocation is 
currently distributed 
by a mathematical 
formula that has been 
in place since the 
1970s. Some 
research indicates 
that Wales loses out. 

The government 
agrees that this needs 
to be looked at in 
some detail, but for 
the moment the exist¬ 
ing formula remains. 

I was also con¬ 
cerned to hear David 
Blunkett MP call for 
a cut to Wales’ budg¬ 
et in the House of 
Commons, when he 
sought to argue for 
more money for his 
Sheffield constituen¬ 
cy. 

There are also 
some reports of the 
Assembly being given 
tax-raising powers! 

All in all, this was a 
difficult budget and 
my colleagues and I 
have been calling for 
a fair deal, for Wales 
and for the Vale. 

It is now up to the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government to answer 
our needs. 



Teddies and blankets and plants for tfour garden 
Pretty glass dishes and cards for i^our loved ones 
Old fasl\ioned svjeeties and gifts for stockavgs 

lb£se are a fe\A/ of our favounte th\\gs , 


VAPPY DAYS has a//Your l-avc 
things for Christmas 


Teacups with roses and lovely white linens, ^ 

Bright coloured baubles and wool for your knitting,e^ 
Handbags and brooches and sparkling rings 




These are a Fiw of our Favounte thiyvss 


When /t*s cold out. when the rain pours. 
When you*re feeling sad. 

Visit our tea roonA and have a m/nce pit^ 
And then you WOnt feel SO bad! d 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 
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A. G. Adams & Son Funeral Directors 

Serving the community in Barry and its surrounding 

area for over 100 years 



Pictured above: Back row -Anthony 
Thomas, Robert Fouracre and Arthur 
Thompson. Front row - Mary 
Litherland and Alan Pacey. 

History... 

The ctxnpony swo$ foondeiJ In t9CX) 
b>' Alfred George Adorrs. next door 
to th« fab^ocli^ Church in Holton 
Road, with the stables situated in 
Merthyr Stfort 

Folawing the death of Alfred, his 
son. Rowvley. continued the business 
until 1962, when Trevor Fourocre 
%^nh wife Wfo became propnetors. 
As the business grew, they moved 
to ^6 fu HR IVnewydd Rood Bonry. m 
order to provide a scr>*icc chopH and 
better focilitics for the deceased and 
the bereoved. In 1963. Mr Fourocre 
purchased the current building, the 
old Dr« Holi on Gladstone Rood, 
next to the Memonol ffoll, that had 
prevously been used by the South 
&L Mid Glamorgan Music & 

DrarTYi Cohogc. 

The private chapd at the funeral 
home seats opprooumotefy 200 
peopfe on rescued pews, Mowing 
the doujre of fiothesda Chapel on the 
High Street. On morty occosxjns the 
private chapd has hdd furr^iifs for 
reigious ood non-relgous fomilies. 
diowng more than 500 people to 
tofte port n the service undercover 
in the targe foyer area. It also has a 
sppoler systern. enabling everyone 
to cleuHy heor the proceecSngs. 

The Memorial Mall car porlc next to 
the funeral home, is avoiloble for the 
use of the mourners. 

Eoch funeral director at the funeral 
home serwsg bereaved families of 
Borry ond the Mole of Clort>orgon is 
fully quafthed to recognised 
industry Stoodords 
Robert Fourocre, Senior Funeral 
Director, lives in Borry. is ma»rled 



with two sonv ond is the son of the 
late Mr Trevor Fouracre. He started 
with the business in 1982 ofter betrsg 
tnwied as □ mechanical engineer 
w^h Rolls Royce Robert holds the 
Diploma in Funeral Directeig. and 
even ofter 28 yeors, still tohes pnde 
in ensuring that the business built 
up by hK father, mother and other 
fomily members continues to meet 
the highest standards 

**Be assured that 
everyone ot A. C. 
Adams & Son, cares 
for your loved ones, 
exactly as you would 
core for them." 

Anthony Thomas, Funeral Director, 
siorted with A C. Adorns 6< Son 
straight from school in 1982 after 
being on the Oovernn>ent YIS 
scheme. After six months. Trevor 
Foirfocrp employed Anthony on a 
M time bosis. Anthony, ^narried 
to iCathryn, gained cxpencncc 
of all aspects of the profession, 
and ri 199S, Anthony obtained 
his Advooced Diplomo >n Funerol 
Directing, hie is also a member of the 
British Institute of Funerol Directors 
and on |unc 1 st 2010, celebrated 
2B yxxirs wvth the compony 
Anthony supports the community 
with his charity work for the 
Freemosons ond Is ofso on octive 
member of the locol Amateur 
DronwicsSociety 


Abn Poccy. the third Funeral 
Director ot the home, moved 

to Wdes in 2006 to be closer to his 
family. A Fixieroi Director with 
23 years experience he is abo 
a City ^ Guilds and MDCotxMxil 
QualificoUon tri»ner. Abn. married 
to Elaine with two children is wel 
Icriown in the convriunity for his 
professional monrser and attention 
to detof 

Mary Litherland (Holder) joined 
A. C Adorns Son in 1494 
Married with one daughter. Mary 
oHo lives neor the funeral home 
ond is well known in the community 
through the RAFA club, os well as 
other social dubs in Barry 
Our full t»me driver bearers are 
father and son, Fblrick and Paul 
Driscoll Patrick, transferred to Barry 
from lames Summers in Cordiff ond 
has been with the company far over 
32 yeors Fbul followed hrs father 
irMo the profession, and recently 
completed o notionol quoHfkatlon 
as a funeral service driver bearer. 


Our other two driverv Md Tovey, 
who lives In Borry ond Derek Filby 
from Rhoose, hove both been with 
us for se%*erol yeors. Completing th^ 
Icom is Arthur Thompson. Assistant 
kianagor/Funcral Director who 
storied witfiin ilie Meroi profession 
in 1985 as a drvwer and moved to 
Borry from Monchester in 1990 os o 
trainee funeral dvector. In 1992 he 
become the holder of the Notionol 
Diploma in Funeral Directing and 
hoc unce obcainicd ocher funeral 
service-related qualificationv 
Arthur olso yves tolks on the role 
of the funerol director to the locof 
care and nursing homes, to assist 
care stuff in ottainmg Quoiiftcotians. 
In his Sparc tene, Arthur hdps run a 
teom for the Codoxton Imps footboll 
dub and is also a footbal fan, being 
o seoson ticket holder ot 
Cordiff Gty. 

The stoff Ot A C, Adorns 64 Son 
hos»c over 150 years of experience 
between them, with the molooty of 
those yiwrs serving the community 
of Barry and the Vdle of Oamorgon. 
VA? ore proud to be able to offer 
prepaid funerH plans, to those who 
wish to plan their awn funeref. 

This takes awoy additional stress 
caused to bereov^ fomilies. 
uncertain of their loi«d one’s wishes. 

Anyone wishing to 
purchase a funeral plan 
before March 1st 2011. 
will be offered a £50 
discount per plan if they 
quote reference CC001. 

O 



For more information call 01446 735400 fax 01446 732453 
Tynevvydd Funeral Home, Gladstone Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 SNA 

www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 
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Arts Minister 
declares new 
library open at 
Maesteg centre 





£350 is raised for 
Children in Need 


BRIDGEND Recreation Centre 
raised £350 for Children in Need 
last week at a series of fundrais¬ 
ing activities, which ranged from 
a Zumbathon to a fairy fancy 
dress party in the creche. 

A mini triathlon saw teams of 
Bridgend County Borough Council staff 
take to the pool and No Limits fitness 
suite for a test of strength, endurance and 
team work. 

The triathlon comprised a 500m swim 
(25 lengths of the pool), 15km cycle on 
an exercise bike, and 3km run on the 
treadmill. Each team member took on 
one discipline, with all participants 
donating their entry fee to charity. 

Gym Co-ordinator, Nicola Hunt said: 
“Our congratulations go out to all the 
eight teams that took part in the chal¬ 
lenge, with a special mention to winning 
team, Telfor's trio. The event was a great 
success and demonstrates the willingness 
of staff to support such a fantastic cause.” 



Bike challenge. 


Staff put Pudsey in the frame 


STAFF at Specsavers in Bridgend raised 
pounds for the Pudsey appeal - with a 
bring and buy sale, dress down day and a 
customer raffle to win a giant Pudsey 
Bear. 

Proceeds from all glasses adjustments and 


repairs last week also went to the Children in 
Need charity. 

Anne Lowndes, store director at Specsavers 
Bridgend said: “We’re delighted to have raised 
funds for a great charity. It is a cause which we 
support every year and I would like to thank our 
customers for their kind donations.” 



THE ofBcial opening of Y 
Llynfi library, housed at 
Maesteg Sports Centre, 
was carried out by Alun 
Ffred Jones, minister for 
the arts and culture in the 
Welsh Assembly 

Government. 

The library houses the coun¬ 
ty’s Welsh language collection. 


plus all the music scores. 

It also has a lot of local histo¬ 
ry material and information 
about family history, as well as 
offering extensive IT facilities 
and a separate computer suite 
that can be hired. 

The ceremony was attended 
by pupils from Ysgol Gymraeg 
Cynwyd Sant, who entertained 
with a dramatic recitation and 
Cor Merched Cwm Llynfi, 


which sang a selection of songs 
while the guests were assem¬ 
bling and also performed dur¬ 
ing the opening ceremony. 

Borough Mayor Colin 
Teesdale gave the vote of 
thanks. 

The library was created with 
a £100,000 grant from the 
Welsh Assembly Government. 


A New Gift Shop 
Inside Eddershaws 



A qitl shop ij opifn •• 5 br^ ■ ^ ll c( fbOL jji rJi 

ond most of thGr3 ooc^ --50* ThP, & itw oooe to vour 

piesent pioblems and Ind sorucvtiing dtfefenl. 

The to>' 5*^op at Eddeuhai^ has a selection especKJt^ ot the old 

tooiJf te»? K^^ooOen tov^ with or€<jt piov - coo*«f% \onm ond 

tmrr. cioezs prcirev locking horsias pic^Tnc3V>s. mohlQ& a ihot^and iclocis lor 
sofnethnu a chid wil love und 

A new rick re gaiety now open m the gk^: Pusie ot Edd^*>^.vs Hundiec t 
picrtijiQs and nmnou^ lamps and accfissoriQs that maka coicalent pioaanls 

EDDERSHAWS 

Hiadlnid l^xxl Cordn, 1 $^u?ppng 

Tel 02920 229070 Phoerix Woy_SA7 9EH Tie<: 01792 774400 
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LOCAL CHARITY NEWS /in brief 


SEND us your news, hut please keep it brief to allow us to 
print more! You will need to supply a charity registration 
number, or declare that the organisation runs on a ^not- 
for-profit’ basis. Email: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 


Festive posters 

MACMILLAN Cancer Support is urging work 
colleagues to pass on Christmas greetings to each 
other via a festive poster, rather than sending 
cards to raise funds for the charity. 

Macmillan fundraising manager for Bridgend, 
Debbie Jones, said: “We think our Christmas posters 
are a great idea and hope they will prove really pop¬ 
ular in workplaces. Everyone in the office can just 
write one message before putting a donation in the 
Macmillan collection box.” 

To order a Christmas poster email 
ChristmasPosters@mktpoint.com or call 0844 264 
1064 or to register to take part in the Elf Walk email 
rparke@macmillan.org.uk or call 01656 867 968. 
Lights to remember 
THE Marie Curie Hospice, Penarth, will again be 
holding its annual Lights to Remember event, 
where people can sponsor a light on its Christmas 
tree and write a dedication which will be displayed 
in the hospice, on December 2. 

The hospice needs a donation of red wine 
towards the event. Contact 02920 426068 or email 
clair.notman @mariecurie. org. uk 
Charity fun run 

DIABETES UK Cymru, Marie Curie Cancer 
Care and St John Cymru Wales are appealing for 
more people to get into the Christmas spirit by 
taking part in their first joint festive fun run 
along Penarth seafront on December 12, from 
2pm. 

So far, 30 people have signed up to the fancy 
dress fun run and many Penarth businesses have 
shown their support by providing mulled wine, 
mince pies and raffle prizes for the day. Penarth res¬ 
idents and pupils from Westbourne School will also 
be setting up a cake stall at the event. There will also 
be carol singing with the RAF St Athan Voluntary 
Band. 

For further information, or to download a regis¬ 
tration form, visit www.penarthfunrun.com or call 
029 2042 6068. 

Bring and buy for Mind 
MIND in the Vale of Glamorgan will be holding a 
Christmas bring and buy sale in the New 
Jerusalem Church Hall, Tynewydd Road, Barry 
on Saturday, December 4 from 10am-4pm. 

There will be tombola, Christmas books, bric-a- 


brac, competitions, toys, activities, refreshments and 
cakes. Free entry, all are welcome. 

Appeal to dog lovers 

DOGS Trust Bridgend is appealing to local dog 
lovers to donate raffle and tombola prizes for 
their annual Christmas fayre at the Rehoming 
Centre on December 4 from Ham until 3pm. 

Highlights include a Santa’s Grotto for dogs and 
children, Christmas gifts and crafts stalls, a doggie 
tombola, a Christmas raffle and festive refresh¬ 
ments. Admission and parking are free. 

For more information, contact the centre on 
01656 725219 or visit Dogs Trust Bridgend, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, CF31 4NG. 

ly Hafan lottery 
draw winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D645. 

0 £2,000: 379538. 

# The rollover, which now stands at £5,500, was 
not won this week. 

0 £ 10 : 140759, 139825, 838355, 514076, 940313, 
124505, 122330, 825812, 622736, 803991, 488224, 
221755, 425509, 270245, 107992, 723695, 380929, 
269947, 630286, 519430. 

• £5: 700326, 352403, 303624, 462294,253356, 
666830, 679847, 699628, 891840, 920118,702681, 
562405, 818137, 378026, 479558, 174170, 703595, 
261435, 396972, 828385, 502700, 275751, 242788, 
638669, 360697, 292270, 835954, 125341, 356920, 
342105, 110476, 648609, 680889, 933588, 483607, 
155151, 601461, 670207, 202892, 733160, 697595, 
563237, 649354, 826354, 580398, 245105, 290215, 
143515, 280728, 309898, 243551, 413104, 362513, 
974635, 757456, 830633, 342530, 694220, 882934, 
496068. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please call telephone 02920 
672062. 


Council news 
round-up 

Recycling 

LOCAL residents are being reminded that 
the Vale Council’s fortnightly green waste 
collection service for 2010 ends at the end of 
November. 

From Monday, November 29, green waste collec¬ 
tions will be provided via the ‘ring and request’ service 
instead. This will operate throughout the winter until 
Friday, April 1, 2011, when fortnightly collections will 
re-commence. Residents can check the date of their last 
fortnightly green waste collection on their Vale recy¬ 
cling calendar or by visiting the council’s website. 

Library services 

LIBRARIES in the Vale are offering even more services 
as they become local contact points for council servic¬ 
es. 

Residents can collect recycling bags and dog waste 
bags from the libraries, pick up refuse and recycling 
calendars and drop by for recycling permits. Job appli¬ 
cation packs and TeleV applications for the council’s 
personal care alarm service are available. 

Road works report 

Pontypridd Street, junction with Mount Pleasant, 
Barry - ongoing footway restriction. 

Eagleswell Road, between junction Monmouth Way 
and Leigh Close, Llantwit Major - road closure. 

Pampering time 

THERE is a chance to be pampered at 
Coastlands Eamily Church, on December 
6, which starts with a glass of bubbly. Also 
included in the price of the ticket (£6) will 
be light refreshments, wine-tasting, mega 
chocolate fountains, beauty demonstra¬ 
tions and Christmas gift stalls. 

There will also be free hand massages with beau¬ 
ty demonstrations. 

All profits made will go to the local community 
for families in crisis to have food and presents. Call 
07876 46593. 

The event at the Barry Church will take place 
from 7pm-10pm. 


Thursday, November 25th, 2010 

School set to benefit 
from Bag2School 
collection campaign 

BAG2SCHOOL is arranging to make a 
collection at Bryntirion Comprehensive 
School. 

A company spokesman explained: “We are 
interested in good quality second hand cloth¬ 
ing and we will pay the school £400 per tonne. 

“We collect clothing, bedding curtains, soft 
toys, shoes belts and handbags.” 

Items should be taken in black bags to the 
school on Friday, December 10 by 11am (the 
school opens at 7.30am). 



Est. 15 years 


COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe 
Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 



CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £230.00 
Laptops from £330.00 
USB Pen Drives from £8.00 
TFT Monitors from £86.00 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 
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THE BEECH TREE INNT I FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

NEW MECCA FOR SEAFOOD LOVERS 
(and other foodies!) RISES IN THE VALE 



LEFT: 

The two head 
chefs, Rob Sharp 
and Mike Jones, 
are pictured 
with Deb King 
in front of the 
eye-catching 
display cabinet of 
fresh fish on 
crushed ice, 
which greets 
diners as they 
enter The Beech 
Tree Inn. 

All pictures by 

ROBERT 

FISHER 




LEFT: 

The camera 
moves in 
for a close-up 
view of the 
fish displayed 
on ice in 
the cabinet. 


M ore than a decade has 

passed since Food for Thought 
first highlighted the remark¬ 
able tale of how a much-travelled for¬ 
mer Vale schoolboy turned chef-restau¬ 
rateur came back home to fulfil a 
dream - by converting two 18th centu¬ 
ry barns he found in a field into a 
widely-acclaimed restaurant. 

He named it Gilbey’s and it had built a 
glowing reputation among discerning foodies 
for its high-quality cuisine and service by the 
time the man behind the vision, Anthony 
Armelin, decided to bow out. 

Sadly, the company he sold it to fell victim 
to the recession and the landmark building 
near the ITV Centre at Culverhouse Cross 
lay empty until October 2009, when Mr 
Armelin reopened the restaurant as The 
Beech Tree Inn. 

“I had been quite happy in semi-retire¬ 
ment, but when I heard the news about 
Gilbey’s while on holiday abroad, I had no 
choice but to return. Empty buildings don’t 
pay the bills,” he says candidly. 

^VERY 

EXCITED^ 

“Luckily, most of my old staff from 
Gilbey’s were still available, which made it 
easier, and on opening day I was very excited, 
even though the timing in the middle of a 
recession, was not exactly ideal!” 

With a newly-fitted modernised kitchen and 
extensive refurbishment, on the evidence of 
this visit, the specialised seafood restaurant, 
which has just celebrated its first ‘birthday’, 
already seems set to repeat the success of its 
illustrious forebear, though in a deliberately 
more relaxed, informal style. 

EASY 

DINING 

While Gilbey’s was perhaps seen as an ideal 
venue for the special occasion. The Beech 
Tree has a slightly more ‘casual’ approach (in 
the best possible sense, of course!) with the 
emphasis placed on “easy dining”. 

However, perfectionist Anthony insists that 
the standards set in the past remain as high 
as ever, with “top end ingredients” freshly 
prepared in full view of the diners in the 
restaurant by the two talented head chefs 
(both ex-Gilbey’s) Mike Jones and Rob 
Sharp; and with a welcoming front-of-house 
team under the ultra-professional eye of Deb 
King, formerly co-proprietor of the renowned 
Woods Bistro at Talbot Green. 

Together they have created what is fast 


becoming a mecca for all lovers of seafood in 
the area. 

EYE-CATCHING 

DISPLAY 

A selection of fish is arranged in an eye¬ 
catching display on crushed ice to tempt the 
diner on entering the attractive, well laid-out 
restaurant. 

It all sets the scene for a truly impressive, 
spoilt-for-choice range of dishes that should 
satisfy the most discerning of palates. 

Take, for example, the wide choice of 
appealing starters - no fewer than 19 in all - 
which range from soup of the day (£4.95) to 
hot oysters Mornay (grilled oysters in a rich 
sauce (£6 for three, or £12 for six). 

Other offerings include crispy tempura of 
tiger prawns in a sweet chilli dipping sauce 
(£7.95); or salt and pepper calamari with 
chorizo, red chilli and rocket (£6.50). 

Not that the Beech Tree is exclusively about 
seafood, far from it - the dishes on offer also 
include pasta, chicken and even a carpaccio 


of Welsh Black Fillet. 

GENEROUS 

PORTION 

Our choices were a generous portion of hot 
duck salad, beautifully cooked in a delicious 
ginger honey and soy dressing with crunchy 
toasted sesame seeds - a tasty meal in itself 
- at £7.50; and the silken-smooth chicken 
liver and foie gras pate dish, with toasted 
brioch, caramelised red onion and fennel 
marmalade (£6.95). 

Then it was on to the main course - and 
here again there is a wide choice, with 10 fish 
and eight meat dishes, ranging from the ever- 
popular beer-battered fish and chips with 
mushy peas (£10) to the more indulgent 
Lobster Thermidor. 

However, our choices fell on mouth-water¬ 
ing, precisely-cooked sea bass accompanied 
by the plumpest of plump scallops with a 
tasty anise butter and tomato garnish 
£15.95); while the pan-fried hake in butter 
with white wine lemon 


and butter sauce also drew murmurs of 
appreciation. 

HOME-MADE 

CHIPS! 

All main courses are served with a choice of 
real home-made chips (ah, what a delight!) 
new potatoes or creamy colcannon mash with 
optional side dishes. 

After such a repast, one felt almost guilty 
about finishing off from the 11 desserts, but 
the rum pannacotta with passion fruit coulis 
and winter berries proved irresistible to eye 
and taste; as did the fresh fruit Pavlova with 
soft-centred meringue. 

TWO 

COURSES 

From December, the Beech Tree will also 
offer a two-course menu at £15 until 7pm, 
with five starters, including smoked salmon 
and Waldorf salad or Thai fishcake with a 
tomato and coriander salsa. 

The five main courses include smoked had¬ 
dock, poached egg with a pea and spinach let¬ 
tuce; pan fried cod with red pepper and but¬ 
ter bean sauce; or rump steak with Bearnaise 
sauce. 

All in all. The Beech Tree Inn is a very wel¬ 
come addition to the area’s ever-widening 
range of quality places to eat out and should 
certainly make other rival restaurants look to 
their laurels - which is good news for local 
diners! 

Don John 

The Beech Tree Inn is situated at Old Port 
Road, Culverhouse Cross, and can be con¬ 
tacted on 02920 593106. 



Dyspraxia Support Group 

THE next meeting of the Vale Dyspraxia Support Group 
will be held on Monday, December 6, at 7.30pm, in the 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry. 

The group supports children and young people with 
dyspraxia (also related conditions such as ADHD, 
Asperger’s, dyslexia) and their parents and carers. 

The Vale Dyspraxia Support Group provides advice 
and information as an opportunity to exchange experi¬ 


ences. It has a 24-hour helpline (01446 738945), wbesite: 
www.vdsg.org.uk, organises social activities and runs a 
laptop loan programme. 

Society’s Christmas exhibition 

BARRY Floral Society’s annual Christmas exhibition 
and coffee morning is on Friday, December 3, at Barry 
Memorial Hall annexe, from 10.30am-12noon. 

This year, a donation will be made to the club’s chosen 
charity. The Cardiff and Vale Alzheimer’s Society. 


Send your answers on a postcard marked: 

Beech Tree Inn Dining Competition, 
together with your name, address and telephone number to: 
The Glamorgan GEM, Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CE71 7EL 
No later than Monday, 6th December, 2010 
No correspondence will be entered into. 

Usual competition rules apply. 



The Beech Tree Inn 

in conjunction with 

The GEM 

is offering one lucky reader a chance to win a 

Meal for 2 to the value of 

at 

The Beech Tree Inn 

old Port Road, Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff, CF5 6DN 

All you need to do is answer the following question: 
The selection of fish is on an eye catching display of 
A: SALAD B: CRUSHED ICE C: LEMONS 
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PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS ROUND-UP 

Tracing local Norman 
links from Llanblethian 
to Plas Llanmihangel... 



RECENTLY, Sheila 
and Val Williams 
started their walk 
at Cowbridge 
before making their 
way to 

Llanblethian to 
meet up with resi¬ 
dents Jane and 
Judith. 

The ruin of 
Llanblethian castle is 
better known as St 
Quentin’s Castle, which 
derives its name from 
the St Quentin family, 
friends of Robert 
Fitzhamon, Lord of 
Glamorgan in the 11th 
century and it has a var¬ 
ied history. 

The St Quentin fami¬ 
ly had estates in 
Yorkshire, Dorset, 
Wiltshire and 
Lincolnshire and held 
the castle and title until 
1233, when Richard 
Siward took the castle 
during a rebellion 
against King Henry III. 

However, after being 
reconciled with the 
King, Siward was soon 
involved in another 
rebellion, this time with 
the Earl of Gloucester 
and the Lord of 
Glamorgan, Richard de 
Clare. 

Clare founded the vil¬ 
lage of Cowbridge or Y 
Bont-Faen, meaning the 
stone bridge, and the 
castle at Llanblethian 
took on some impor¬ 
tance. 

The castle ruins that 
we see today date from 
the 13th century; it was 
restored in 1317 by 
Hugh Despenser the 
younger, then set on fire 


in 1321 but later 
restored. 

During the 1400s, the 
castle served as adminis¬ 
trative offices for the 
area, when it was owned 
by the Countess of 
Warwick and the south¬ 
ern guard chamber was 
used as a prison in the 
1530s. The castle fell 
into ruins during the 
19th century and is now 
cared for by CADW. 

As the weather 
cleared, the group set 
off towards Llandough 
across fields and in good 
spirits finding their 
route was fairly clear 
with very little mud and 
in the village they saw a 
few primroses. 

The leader changed 
her planned route that 
would have led them 
towards the quarry 
because, after recent 
heavy rainfall, the route 
would have been a mud¬ 
slide and playing safe, 
they followed the road. 

Fortunately, all four 
were wearing 
Wellington boots, which 
came in handy for pad¬ 
dling their way across a 
track that led to a path 
beside the game reserve 
where the autumnal 
colours of the trees were 
admired. 

Upon reaching the 
village of Llanmihangel, 
they stopped at the 
church dedicated to St 
Michael and first men¬ 
tioned in 1254, which 
has Norman foundations 
and boasts an 18th cen¬ 
tury silver chalice. 

Overlooking the 
church and its holy well 
and the great bam is 
Plas Llanmihangel, a 


lovely old fortified 
manor house with 750 
years of history. 

Now this lovely 
building caters for bed 
and breakfast and has a 
17 th century yew tree in 
its garden. 

Moving on to 
Sigingstone, they 
crossed the little bridge 
and discussed the folk¬ 
lore tale of a ghost that 
spooked a horse-rider as 
she crossed the bridge at 
dusk, causing the horse 
to fall and breaking the 
neck of its rider. 

Following good 
paths, they then reached 
a section of thick deep 
mud and water which 
was rather challenging 
for about 20 yards, 
that’s when the wellies 
truly came in handy! 

Making their way 
across to Wilton Farm, 


they crossed the lane 
and journeyed on just to 
the right of Nash Manor, 
taking a lower path that 
led them back to 
Llanblethian. 

Here they parted 
company with the two 
local ladies and utilised 
a bench outside the 
church of St John the 
Baptist to enjoy their 
lunch. They eventually 
arrived back in one 
piece at Cowbridge. 

On November 27, 
meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for an 8- 
mile hard walk to the 
Roman fort of Y Gaer; 
contact Barrie on 029 
2053 0753. 

Rucksack badges, 
programmes and mem¬ 
bership advice from 
Pam on 029 2021 9102. 

by JOY 
STRANGWARD 


Happy 101st birthday, Ben! 



ABOVE: 

Children from Ysgol Sant 
Curig gather round patriotic 
Ben for a bilingual sing song. 


CHILDREN from 
Ysgol Sant Curig 
were recently invit¬ 
ed to help celebrate 
the 101st birthday 
of one of the resi¬ 
dents at Orchard 
House Care Home. 

Mr Ben Evans was 
delighted to hear the 
children sing a selec¬ 


tion of Welsh songs 
to him, including a 
special rendition of 
‘Happy Birthday’. 

Mr Evans is a 
patriotic Welsh- 
speaker and enjoyed 
every minute of the 
visit, even Joining in 
with some of the 
songs! 


BLOOD DONORS 

THE Welsh Blood Service is organising the fol¬ 
lowing donor sessions in the area: 

Old Pioneers Hall, Beryl Road, Barry - 
December 7, 10am-12.30pm and 2pm-6pm. 

Vale of Glamorgan, Highlight Community 
Centre, Stirling Road, Barry - 10am-6pm. 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 

FRIENDS of the medieval foundation and listed 
building of St Lawrence at Lavernock Point, on 
the coast between Penarth and Sully, are hold¬ 
ing a service of lessons and carols on Sunday, 
December 5, at 3pm. 

Rev Margaret Starke will lead the service, with 
organist Ann Thomas. All are welcome and free 
parking is available nearby. Telephone 02920 
701303 for all enquiries. 



"Community’ is key for 
Cadoxton businesses 


A S Christmas shopping reaches its 
finale in the next four weeks, The 
GEM decided to highlight the 
Cadoxton businesses preparing to deal 
with the festive rush. 

We have focused on a business making 
a new start in larger premises on 



Palmerston Road, VFM Trade Meat 
Warehouse Ltd; two businesses celebrat¬ 
ing 10 years in the area, and Allison’s 
Celebration Cakes which has ‘come of 
age’ and is 21 years old. 

Why, in these hard times, are these 
businesses continuing to thrive? 

Being community minded and offering 
that extra special customer service are 
two reasons, but to find out some of the 
other answers, please read the rest of our 
Cadoxton, Cardiff Road Christmas fea¬ 
ture. 


See over the page for more businesses 
in Cadoxton and Cardiff Road 


ABOVE: 

Carol Brown of Roy’s Toys says 
that Toy Story products are flying out 
of her shop this Christmas. 


Val’s Flowers 

TOP Quality Flowers 
Arranged with Care & Flair 

Tesh Flower Bouquets - Only £15 

Christmas Arrangements - Holly Wreaths 
Fibre Optic Christmas Decorations 
Large selection of Fairies, Gnomes, etc. 
and many great gift ideas 

28 Barry Road, Cadoxton 

Opposite Doctor’s Surgery 

Telephone: Barry 747875 


Ky I 9 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

‘Celebrating 11 years in Cadoxton* 

STEVE AND LAUREN WOULD LIKE TO 
WISH ALL CUSTOMERS A MERRY 
CHRISTMASAND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
During Christmas Week and New Year Week 
FREE DRINK AND MINCE PIE 
FOR EVERY CUSTOMER 
19 VERE STREET, BARRY 
Tel. 07976 661271 



ROY'S TOYS 

Main St, Cadoxton, Barry 01446 700811 

TOYS/ TOYS! 
TOYS! 

• Christmas end 
Greeting Cards 
• Gift Wrap 
• Decorations 
and more Toys' 

Think Toys - Think Roys! 





Unique Flooring 



p! Showroom now open for all the latest fashionable and bespoke flooring. 

ALL FLOORING ^ ^ 
GUARANTEED TO BE FITTED 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

* Very competitive prices. 

» Free estimates. 

P • Home service available. 


Average sized 
house carpeted 
from £399 

deludes bathroom, kitchen S otitity room 


I 

i 




i 


Kw WESTON HALL, WESTON SQUARE, 

CADOXTON, BARRY. CF63 3HZ 

Tel. 01446 406365 Email: uniqueflooringwales@ntlbusiness.com .w 

www.uniqueflooringwales.co.uk 



Mob. 07976 211978 











































































Thursday, November 25th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 21 








TRADITIONAL SHOPS WITH A 
SERVICE YOU CAN RELY ON 


T hree of 

Cadoxton’s 
most popular 
long-established 
family shops all 
make a particular 
contribution to 
Christmas for local 
people. 

Roy’s Toys is an 
Aladdin’s cave for mums 
and dads trying to find 
that special Christmas 
present. 

The business has been 
trading for 27 years now, 
and is a typical example 
of a community shop that 


goes that extra step - this 
year even devoting time 
and effort to support our 
Armed Forces. 

The owner, Carol 
Brown, is encouraging 
people to donate items 
like deodorants, wet 
wipes, sweets, razors, 
shower gel, toothpaste 
and Christmas cards to a 
collection for Help for 
Heroes, so that the sol¬ 
diers in Afghanistan 
don’t feel forgotten this 
Christmas. 

Roy’s Toys is also a 
collection point for the 
Scout Post, which oper¬ 
ates across Cardiff and 



If you get to D Rhys Jones & Son to order 
your curtains in the next few days, they 
will arrive in time for Christmas. 


the Vale - last posting 
day, December 6 and just 

20p! 

So what are the must- 
have toys this year? 

Without hesitation, 
Carol enthused: “It has to 
be anything to do with 
Toy Story. Mums and 
dads have been coming 
in and saying ‘That is all 
he wants, he’ll love it!’. 

“There are Toy Story 
figures, large and small, 
games like ‘Operation 
Toy Story’ and 
‘Buckaroo Toy Story’, 
and even Toy Story 
scooters and bikes. For 
girls, the Hello Kitty 
range of toys are really 
popular.” 

Carol stocks dozens of 
items like dolls, cuddly 
toys, crafts, Christmas 
wrapping paper, cards, 
and even helium balloons 
which children love at 
parties. 

Just round the corner 
on Barry Road, stands 
one of the area’s most 
well-known specialist 
shops, Allison’s 

Celebration Cakes. 

“We’ve just come of 
age,” announced Allison. 
“We’ve reached 21 
years!” 







Allison and Sarah will make special celebration 
cakes and sell hundreds of ‘accessories 


Businesses in 

Cadoxton, are constantly 
optimistic and always 
reinventing themselves, 
and Allison has a knack 
of spotting the latest 
trends. 

“This year the ‘in 
thing’ is cup cakes, with 
people wanting cup cake 
cases and stands, and 
even cup cake boxes. 

“Another product that 
has captured people’s 
imagination is ‘glitter 
edible stars’. You can put 
them on cakes or desserts 
as a decoration, or even 
in drinks - people can 


add them to champagne 
for a toast!” 

Allison’s stock in 
trade is supplying special 
occasion cakes with orig¬ 
inal designs for birth¬ 
days, anniversaries, pass¬ 
ing a driving test, and 
even a divorce. 

But the shop provides 
a great deal more - cater¬ 
ing products, sugar craft 
supplies, ribbons, cutters 
(a very popular range is 
Patchwork Cutters with 
dozens of shapes) and 
edible and non-edible 
cake decorations. 

For those keen to 


brighten up their own 
cakes, Allison has rib¬ 
bons and hundreds of 
decorative figures. She 
also stocks books on 
cake making. 

Just a few yards away, 
on the other side of the 
road, another popular 
family business in 
Cadoxton is D Rhys and 
Son, which offers people 
all the advice, fittings 
and help you need in 
terms of choosing new 
curtains or net curtains. 

Ann and Rhys Jones 
offer a full measuring 
service, too. With winter 
drawing in and 
Christmas approaching, 
people start thinking of 
how to improve the inte¬ 
rior of their home. 

Orders placed for 
‘made-to-measure’ or 
‘ready-made ’ curtains (if 
not in stock) should be 
placed in very early 
December if people want 
them fitted in time for 
Christmas. 

If you can’t make that 
deadline, the couple still 
stock ready-made cur¬ 
tains. They also stock a 
selection of table cloths 
that would adorn your 
festive Christmas table. 



Another exclusive GEM competition 
in conjunction with Waitrose, Barry 


Win a Waitrose 

Wonder of 
Christmas 
Hamper 

to the value 
of £110 

Simply answer the following question: 

What time does Waitrose, Barry 
open on Christmas Eve? 

Send your entry together with your name, address and telephone 
number to The Glamorgan Gem Ltd. 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 

The closing date for entries is December 6th, 2010 

Answer . 

Name .A 

Address. \\ 

Post Code . 

Telephone Number . 

E-Mail. 

Normal competition rules apply. Judge’s decision is final. 

No correspondence considered. 


'10 years on 
and still going 
strong...!’ 



Allun Payne of Cadoxton 
Fish Bar: “Over the years, 
the people of Cadoxton 
and the rest of Barry have 
treated me really well. ” 

D O you ever get He owned ‘The 
tired of the Chippy on the Bridge’in 
gloom and Ely, but hoped a loyal 
doom-mongers? Well, following m a tight knit 
while some people community like 

always look on the Cadoxton would pay div- 
dark side of life, there 


are others that get on 
and succeed - like two 
Cadoxton businesses 
that continue to thrive 


idends. 

Allan said: “It’s 
worked out well. Over 
the years the people of 
Cadoxton and the rest of 
Barry have really treated 


10 years after they me well.’ 
opened. The vast majority of 

When Allan Payne of Allan’s customers are 
Cadoxton Fish Bar in people who want a take- 
Vere Street decided to away, although some eat 
relocate his business inside the fish bar. 
from Cardiff to Barry, it (CONTINUED 
was a big step of faith. ON PAGE 23) 




Week Commencing 
26th December 
Sun CLOSED 
Mon 09.00ani-05.00pni 
Tues 09.00ani-05.00pni 
Wed 08.30ani-08.00pni 
Thurs 08.30ani-08.00pni 
Fri 08.30ani-05.00pni 

Sat CLOSED 


Week Commencing 
2nd January 
Sun 10.00ani-04.00pni 
Mon 09.00ani-05.00pni 

Tuesday to Saturday 
OPEN AS 
USUAL 


Christmas hampers 

Winter favourites already wrapped up 


Waitrose 
quality from \ 
store to door 


Online grocery shopping at 

waitrose.com/deliver 


PALMERSTON ROAD, BARRY - Tel. 01446 737173 

For further branch information or to shop online, visit waitrose.com/christmas 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS * BACON * SAUSAGES * CHOPS * STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN * PORK * BEEF * ETC > 


IFM 


TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 




WALES' No. 1 
MEAT SUPERSTORE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC & TRADE 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 
Telephone 01446 721206 


r 



Telephone 01446 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 






Boneless & Lean Best Quality 

LEG OF PORK or 
GAMMON JOINTS 


HALF PRICE 


Extra Matured Welsh 

SIRLOIN STEAK 
or RIB-EYE STEAK 


50% OFF 


TATE & LYLE 
GRANULATED 
SUGAR (1 kilo) 

2 FOR£1 


HALF PRICE 


WELSH LAMB 
LOIN CHOPS 

(ON TRAY) 

NOW £4.99 


HALF PRICE 


BRITISH 
PORK CHOPS 

(6 ON TRAY) 

NOW £4.99 


HALF PRICE 


2kg BAGS 

POTATOES 

2 FOR £1 


HALF PRICE 


(ALL OFFERS SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY - WHILE STOCKS LAST!) 


New Discount Grocery Section - Lots of £1 lines on Biscuits, Christmas Nuts 
and Snacks, Crisps, Squash and Pop, household, pet Foods, Plus Much more! 


TRADE MEAT WAREHOUSE 



CENTRAL 

ROOFING 



HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at 
Dow Corning and head 
up Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 
Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav to i 

CF63 2XA n 



PLENTY 

OF 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

PLENTY 

OF 

PARKING 

Monday to Saturday 7.30am - 5.30pm 

PARKING 


Sunday 9.00am - 2.00pm 



• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME FREEZING * MARINATED MEATS * CHICKEN 
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(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 21) 

When The GEM 
arrived, he was being 
praised by one enthusias¬ 
tic customer who was 
saying the food was bet¬ 
ter than in any of the fish 
and chips shops he knew 
elsewhere! 

Allan said: “We’re 
open all day, from 
11.30am to 10pm. We 
get a lot of passing trade, 
people on their way 
home from Cardiff per¬ 
haps, who don’t fancy 
having to cook that 
evening. 

“We also get a lot of 
trade from people who 
are very local. 

“At this time of year, a 
lot of customers have 
had a long day, maybe 
out Christmas shopping, 
and that’s where I can 
save them having to 
make a meal.” 

Allan’s menu includes 
fish and chips, of course, 
pies, kebabs, burgers, 
veggie burgers and soft 
drinks. 

He does lots of meal 
deals: a family pack with 


10 pieces of southern 
friend chicken, three por¬ 
tions of chips, a 1.5 litre 
bottle of coke, and a pot 
of coleslaw or beans, 
works out at £13.20. 

Delivery is free in 
Barry and Sully for any 
order over £7.50. 

Allan admits that the 
last couple of years have 
been harder than most: 
“It’s been a little more 
difficult, because people 
are looking after the pen¬ 
nies” - but is confident 
that with his affordable 
prices, and 10 years 
behind him, the fish bar 
will be a fixture for 
many years to come. 

Another success story 
is Ultimate Barbers, 
which started in 2,000 
and is celebrating its 
10th anniversary. 

Donna, the owner, 
told The GEM: “We’re 
delighted to have arrived 
at the 10-year anniver¬ 
sary. 

“We ’d like to thank all 
our customers over that 
period of time, and now 
we ’re looking forward to 
the next ten years. ” 


hyd^^ 
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LADIES ONLY 
1^* FITNESS STUDIO 
FIT INTO THAT LIHLE BLACK 
DRESS THIS XMAS! 

No men • no mirrors • no aches & Pains 

State of the art Hydraulic Equipment. 
Designed for all ages & fitness levels. 

Get fit in 3x30 workouts a week. 

Call us now on 01446 722779 
for a Iweek FREE trial 

kFREE MONTHLY JOINING FEE^ 

(UNTIL 23ril December 2010) 

OPENING HOURS: 

Mon, Wed & Fri 7am-9pm; Tues & Thurs 7am-8pm 
Sat 9am-5pm; Sun 10am-4pm 




GIFT VOUCHERS 
FOR CHRISTJVIAS 


FITNESS CLASSES: 

PILATES Tuesdays 8.15-9.15pm 
BODY BLAST Thursdays 8.15-9.15pm 

Personal Tkoining Plans 
Healthy Eating Plans 
Full Cardio Equipment 
Friendly Staff 
Pay as you go options 

UNIT 1, CARDIFF ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 2QW 

Telephone: 01446 722779 


VFM’S NEW CONCEPT 
STORE IS BIG HIT 
WITH CUSTOMERS 


T he heartbeat of any 
economy is the com¬ 
pany that doesn’t 
stand still and is making 
its way up in the world - 
like VFM Trade Meat 
Warehouse Ltd. 

VFM, owned by Simon Nash, 
is situated in Palmerston Road, 
opposite Waitrose Store and fill¬ 
ing station, in the former Phillip 
Saunders unit. 

Simon, who lives in Rhoose 
and knows the area well, moved 
from another unit nearby because 
the company wanted to expand a 
second time. 

He explained: “This unit is 
three times the size of the old 
one. 

“It provides a number of things 
we were keen on: more car park¬ 
ing for the customers, an open. 


spacious feel for people browsing 
the products inside the business 
and more visibility from the 
road.” 

Simon’s father used to own a 
butcher’s shop in Canton, but the 
idea of VFM was sparked by the 
changing nature of ‘fresh meat 
retail’ with major supermarkets 
making inroads into the domain 
of the traditional butcher. 

Simon stressed: “We offer 
something different to supermar¬ 
kets, cutting the meat freshly 
every day on the premises 
-everything is done in-house. We 
offer best quality and because of 
bulk buying, we are able to pass 
savings on to our customers. 

“People don’t just come from 
Barry, Sully and Dinas Powys, 
they come from as far afield as 
Porthcawl, Bridgend, Cardiff, 
Aberdare and Pontypridd.” 

All kinds of meat are provided. 


and VFM is expecting a busy 
period in the lead-up to 
Christmas. 

Simon said: “We’re open seven 
days a week, from 7.30am to 
5.30pm every day, apart from 
Sunday, when we open from 9am 
to 2pm. 

“During Christmas week, we’ll 
be open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.” 

VFM sells more than meat 
though, with bargain £1 lines of 
biscuits, multipacks, crisps and 
soft drinks. There are also general 
groceries items available includ¬ 
ing tea and coffee. 

Simon added: “We’ve been 
open at the new unit for four 
months now and it’s been a big 
success. We’re benefiting from 
the fact that people are price-con¬ 
scious and like the spacious dis¬ 
play areas.” 
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- FISH BAR 


The only traditional Fish & 
^ Chip Shop THAT DELIVERS 
to Barry, Sully & Wenvoe. 

Delivery Charge £1 
Free Delivery Orders over £7.50 
Minimum Order £4.50 

> €lLlIBlMiriIM(S (DTO 

mm AmmimmAMY 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 


All meals freshly prepared including our own 
Southern Fried Chicken, Kebabs, and Burgers. 
Full range of Pies, Pasties, Sausages, Curry 
and of course - Fish and Chips 


Telephone: 01446 400180 


OPEN: Monday - Saturday 
11.30 am - 10.00 pm 

12 VERE STREET, CADOXTON 



ABOVE: The Royal Balti are one of the 
longest established Indian cuisine 
takeaways in Barry. You can find them at 
44 Vere Street, tel 01446 421366/421377. 


y Celebration Cakes ^ 

TIME TO PREPARE 
YOUR CHRISTMAS CAKE 

Marzipan ik Sugar Paste 
Cake Boards Moulds ^ 


® Christmas Cutters: ^ 
Holly, Ivy, Christmas Trees 
Edible and Non-Edible 
Christmas Cake Decorations 
including new Edible Glitter Range 
Christmas Ribbons 
Cup Cake Cases & Stands 
Now Available 

Photo imaging transfers also available 

7 Barry Road, Cadoxton 
Bany (01446) 740377 

vwww.allisonscelebrationcakes.co.uk > 



RE-UPHOLSTERY 
CURTAIN & NET CENTRE 





AK 2 CHURCH ROAD 
™ CADOXTON • BARRY 'W) 
Tel. 01446 735259 




Simon Nash has led the expansion of VFM 
to new premises in Palmerston. 



Tel. 01446 749821 
Mob. 07877 836798 
www.welshwindows.co.uk 


Shaftesbury House 
Vere Street, Barry 
Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 2H 



Replacement or repair. 

We are true professionals 
established in 1987. 

Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Fascias, Fire Glass, Safety Glass, Mirrors 

All Glass and Mirrors cut to size 


Y Salon Caprice X 

M Now taking bookings for m 

Christmas Hair Appointments J 


M Please call at: M 

96 Main Street, Cadoxton M 
^ or telephone: 01446 735275 ^ 



Ultimate 
Barbers 

Donna, Ross & John 
would like to thank all 
their customers for 
their support over the 
last 10 years! 

We also wish them a very Meny 
Christmas and a Happy 2011! 


OPEN: Monday-Friday 9am-5.30pm; 
Saturday 8am-3.30pm; Sunday 124pm. 

EXTENDED 
OPENING HOURS 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

Please call in or phone for details. 



iy 12-4pm. 

ts E 

ails. T 


4 VERE STREET, BARRY 
TELEPHONE: 01446 742244 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Die-hards will see magic in 
Harry’s final adventure... 

but the Muggles will be left unmoved! 


I T has been nine 
years since the 
Harry Potter 
franchise first hit 
cinema screens, and 
it is now, sadly, a 
case of all good 
things having to 
come to an end. 

While book-lovers 
said farewell to the 
world’s most renowned 
practitioner of magic 
(aside from Paul Daniels) 
in 2007, lovers of Potter- 
on-film have two more 
chances to get their fill 
with the final installment, 
Harry Potter and The 
Deathly Hallows, being 
split into two parts. 

Part two lands in cine¬ 
mas on July 15 next year, 
but the first part is now in 
cinemas. With nemesis 
Voldemort (Ralph 
Fiennes) now having 
emerged from hiding and 
intent on wreaking 
havoc, Harry (Daniel 
Radcliffe), Ron (Rupert 
Grint) and Hermione 
(Emma Watson) must 
continue the late 
Dumbledore’s work to 
destroy the horcruxes 
that contain Voldemort’s 
soul. 

However, it is a task 
made all the harder with 
evil forces following 
them at every turn and 


the people they can trust 
being compromised... 

Since making its bow 
on celluloid in 2001, 
there has yet to be a truly 
jaw-dropping Harry 
Potter film. Certainly, 
both ...Prisoner of 
Azkaban and ...Goblet of 
Fire can lay some claim 
to being the best of the 
franchise, but in the 
grand scheme of things 
they are good, entertain¬ 
ing films but little more. 

So, as all things Potter 
begin their journey to the 
end, is ...The Deathly 
Hallows (part 1) capable 
of making the break? 

The answer is a res¬ 
olute no, though while 
hardly the runt of the lit¬ 
ter, it is a film that Potter- 
heads will lap up in 
enjoyment and those who 
are less taken by the boy 
wizard’s magical adven¬ 
tures will struggle to pen¬ 
etrate a story that 
requires a little bit of 
knowledge beforehand. 

Steve Kloves has writ¬ 
ten all but one of the 
Harry Potter scripts, and 
probably deserves a 
medal for services to 
book-to-screen adapta¬ 
tions. After all, given the 
fervent fanbase the books 
enjoy, there is no way 
that you will be able to 
shoehorn every element 


SCREEN 


TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


of the books into the 
scripts, or you would be 
watching a five-hour 
film. 

But one thing that has 
struck throughout the 
films has been Kloves’ 
rabid attention to detail - 
wonderful if you’ve read 
the books and know the 
characters and story 
inside out - but for those 
less versed, sometimes 
the stories have been 
lacking in the broad 
details that make things 
all the more clearer. 

Take this instalment 
for example; there are 
plenty of mentions of 
characters and incidents 
that have either taken 



place offscreen (one 
character’s death is han¬ 
dled with a throwaway 
line) or with cross refer¬ 
rals to previous install¬ 
ments that will mean 
those who have seen the 
films but not read the 
books (including myself) 
will find things difficult 
to grasp. 

However, Kloves has 
never been short of the 
ability to keep you 
gripped, and that is 
something this film does 
particularly well. 

Come the film’s con¬ 
clusion (itself something 
of a damp squib, mainly 
due to cutting the story in 
half) you’ll be wanting to 
see more. 

David Yates has 
proved something of a 
clever choice for the 
film’s producers, steady¬ 
ing the ship while deliv¬ 
ering films that have the 
right degree of spectacle 
and story, and he does 
more of the same here. 

Despite the early hic¬ 
cup of a chase sequence 
which is edited and cut 
far too quickly, Yates 
shows a nice ability to 
mix between the grand- 
standing and the more 
sedate, chopping 

between the needs of the 
story and the action 
sequences that afford a 
degree of spectacle, 
whether it be the three 
principals invading the 
Ministry of Magic, or the 
magic battles between 
the characters. 

Yates is a more than 
competent director, and 
he shows real skill with 
both these and the quieter 
moments that help define 
the characters and their 
narratives - he may lack 
the offhand charm of 
Alfonso Cuaron or the 
nous of Mike Newell, but 
he gives the film a real 
sense of identity and 
delivers it strongly. 

As with nearly every 
other film, the cast is 
well rounded and packed 
full of notable names, but 
yet again the perform¬ 
ances are not always the 
strongest suit, particular¬ 
ly with the main trio. 

While they’ve made 
great advances from their 
first outing, Daniel 
Radcliffe, Rupert Grint 
and Emma Watson have 
not really shown their top 
range as actors, and 
...The Deathly Hallows is 
another case in point. 

Radcliffe has always 
been stuck with a charac¬ 
ter perpetually chasing 
something, and the actor 
doesn’t quite nail the 
substance of the charac¬ 
ter, and lacks the weari¬ 
ness that, given what he 
has been through in the 
last seven years of 
school, would be all too 
vivid. 

That being said, he 
seems perfectly comfort¬ 
able when less emotive 
and more in the thick of 


it, and it’s where his best 
can be found. 

Grint may have started 
life as the comedic foil to 
Radcliffe’s character, but 
both the character and 
the actor have developed, 
with Grint showing he’s 
more than just there for 
laughs. This film in par¬ 
ticular highlights that, 
and Grint is fine in the 
role, subduing the mug¬ 
ging for a deeper per¬ 
formance. 

Of the three, it is 
Emma Watson who 
shines most here, perhaps 
because Hermione is put 
to the forefront far more 
than before, and the 
actress delivers an 
assured and comfortable 
turn. 

While the remainder 
of the cast make like a 
who’s-who of UK acting 
talent, the fast pace of the 
film means that there are 
only fleeting glimpses of 
the likes of Alan 
Rickman, Robbie 

Coltrane, Julie Walters 
and David Thewlis (to 
name but four). 

However, making 
their mark are Helena 
Bonham Carter’s 

Bellatrix Lestrange and 
Ralph Eiennes’ 

Voldemort, both doing 
their bit for scaring chil¬ 
dren senseless in the 
darker parts of the film, 
with the latter no doubt 
waiting to do more of the 
same in part two. 

It is part two that 
looms over this film the 
most, much as this film 
loomed over ...The Half- 
Blood Prince', both films 
feeling like warm-ups for 
the final battle between 
Harry and Voldemort. 

While you can’t criti¬ 
cise the filmmakers for 
that, given that that was 
the way they were writ¬ 
ten, you can’t praise 
them for it either, and 
given the amount of 
attention to detail, will 
leave casual fans a little 
in the cold. You end up 
with a film that while 
enjoyable and involving 
is also, in the grander 
scheme of things, a touch 
too dense to really 
impact - though it cer¬ 
tainly whets your 
appetite for the second 
part! 

VERDICT: A suitable 
precursor to the main 
event of part 2, Harry 
Potter and The Deathly 
Hallows (Part 1) is a lit¬ 
tle too heavy on exposi¬ 
tion and streamlining the 
book to screen to snare 
those who don’t know 
their butterbeer from 
their polyjuice potions. 

However, solid per¬ 
formances and direction 
mean that the film isn’t 
lacking in quality, and 
makes for a pleasing 
viewing experience, with 
the real meat of the tale 
still to come. Enjoyable. 


WHAT’S ON AND WHERE 
IN YOUR AREA 


Fundraising 

dinner 

ON Friday, November 
26, South Wales Police 
RFC is holding a 
fundraising dinner at 
the Heronston Hotel, to 
raise money for 
Bridgend’s Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 

Campus Y Bwthyn 
Newydd, Macmillan 
specialist palliative care 
unit, in memory of 
their close friend and 
‘Rugby’s True 

Gentleman,’ Colin 
Hillman. 

Cwm Talwg fair 

ALL Saints Church in 
Wales Primary School, 
Cwm Talwg, is holding a 
Christmas fair on 
Eriday, November 26, at 
3.30pm, with stalls, gifts, 
games, refreshments 
and a Eather Christmas 
grotto. 

Porthcawl fayre 
ALL Saints’ Church, 
Victoria Avenue, 
Porthcawl, will be hold¬ 
ing their pre-Christmas 
fayre on Saturday, 
November 27, at 
11.30am. 

Lunches and light 
refreshments will be 
served from 12noon. 

Free concerts 
ON November 27-28 
free concerts are being 
held by Music in the 
Vale at Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg, Colcot 
Road, Barry, when 
finalists in the annual 


competition perform 
before invited adjudi¬ 
cators who will award 
prizes to the winners 
and runners-up. 

On Saturday, the 
singers will perform and 
on Sunday the instru¬ 
mentalists. On both 
evenings, there will also 
be an ensemble class. 

Full details can be 
found on the website: 
WWW. musicinthevale. org. 
uk 

CAOS stages 
Confusions 

CONFUSIONS by Alan 
Ayckbourn will be per¬ 
formed by Cowbridge 
Amateur Dramatic 
Society on November 
27, at the Market 
Theatre (situated 
behind the cattle mar¬ 
ket next to the Scout 
hall). Tickets are £6, and 
can be purchased from 
Davies, newsagents. 
Hebron ‘bring 
and buy’ sale 
A BRING AND BUY 
sale is being held at a 
coffee morning at 
Bethel House, Hebron 
Hall, Dinas Powys, on 
Saturday, November 27, 
at 10.30am. Everybody 
welcome. 
Councillors’ 
surgery 

VALE of Glamorgan 
Dyfan ward council¬ 
lors, Katherine Kemp 
and Marguerita Wright 
will be holding a sur¬ 
gery at Buttrills 


Community Hall, 
Barry, on Saturday, 
November 27, between 
10am-12noon. 

No appointments are 
necessary. 

Free fayre 
A CHRISTMAS fayre 
will be held at 
Colwinston Village 
Hall, on Monday, 
November 29, from 
7pm. 

Complimentary glass 
of mulled wine and 
mince pies. Gift stalls. 
Eree admission. 

Group’s fayre 

THE Llantwit Major art 
and craft group will be 
holding their Christmas 
fayre this Saturday, 
November 27, at the 
Llantonian Hall. 

Admission free. 
School shows 
BARRY 
Comprehensive School 
will present West Side 
Story, on November 29- 
December 2, at 7pm. 

Adults £5, children 
£3.50. Telephone 01446 
411411 for tickets. 

Art practical 

ON December 2, at 
7pm, in Old Hall, High 
Street, Cowbridge Art 
Society will receive 
another visit from 
Shirley Ann Owen, who 
will be leading a practi¬ 
cal evening, using 
acrylics, ink and other 
materials. Non-mem¬ 
bers are welcome. 


it 


0SC 

OwmotWMtiv) 

nnfs 

yjUlS Cyrro^yUT 


CHRISTMAS 

CELEBRATIONS 

DATHLIADAU 

NAEXDLIG 


le«u%c musk hx.. OrMurWth 

1‘ROKOI IhV, TCM.M kOVSkV. 
RIMSkY-kORSAkOV, Bl AkC 
1 FROY ANDFRSON, VIVAFDI 

rhv tgwmmui itvamim / rrmR 

i .-iJkttir .^mcwifikJ lirjrH I Inrdhfi 

MHC \uHfcirul<Iifiruit>I^4k«f<4irw«i:4n*iLKt.*«a<;iiair«if % HIM 


I 



Tickets / Tocvnruu (li • 115 
C1^2 473715 fhi IWjtrb 

■M-: ; . 

Tickets / Tocyniuu 110 • 125 
2CH7 8444 ailjiklilulkjfJJtak.*! 


A/lhuir r .Shmjva 




08000S2 1812 




























Thursday, November 25th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 25 


Macmillan Christmas 
walk in Cardiff parks 


I T’S not too late 
to join 
Macmillan 
Cancer Support 
and Derek 
Brockway, the BBC 
Wales weatherman, 
to help local people 
living with cancer. 

Derek and his team 
of elves will be lining 
up on Sunday, 

December 12, at 10am 
for Macmillan’s brand 
new sponsored 
‘Christmas Elf Walk’, a 


3.5 mile circular family- 
friendly walk along the 
River Taff in Cardiff, 
taking in the sights and 
sounds of Sophia 
Gardens, Blackweir and 
Pontcanna Fields. 

Everyone who takes 
part will be given a fes¬ 
tive Christmas Elf Hat 
to wear to help keep 
them warm, and a spe¬ 
cial guest dressed in red 
will be dropping in to 
give out goody bags 
along the way! 

Derek Brockway 



STft 
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ABOVE: Derek Brockway joins the 
macmillan Christmas Elf Walk 


Yes please, I would like to register 
for the Macmillan Cancer Support 
Cardiff Christmas Elf Walk to be 
held on Sunday 12 December. 

Title: Miss Mrs Mr Other 

First name. 

Surname. 

Company/group name: . 


Address:... 

Town. 

Postcode . 

County. 

Phone. 

Email. 


ADDITIONAL WALKERS 

Name I.Age (if under 16).., 

Address. . 


Name 2... 
Address ., 


Name 3... 
Address ., 


Name 4... 
Address ., 


...Age (if under 16).., 


...Age (if under 16).., 


...Age (if under 16).., 


PAYMENT DETAILS 

I enclose a cheque for £. 

payable to Macmillan Cancer Support 
Please debit my credit/debit card to the amount of 
£ 


(we regret we cannot accept Visa Electron) 

Name. 

Billing address. 


Postcode . 
Signature 


Card number. 

Security code.Exp./.Start./.Issue no. 

By signing this form I acknowledge that Macmillan Cancer Support 
does not accept any responsibility for any injury, loss or damage to 
me or my property incurred during participation in the above event 
unless Macmillan Cancer Support, its employees or agents cause 
injury or damage by their negligence. Any participant who has any 
concern about his or her physical condition is advised to consult 
their doctor before taking part in the event. 

Full name. 

Date. 

Signed 


Please return form to Becci Parke, Macmillan 
Cancer Support, I st Floor, I Oldfield Road, 
Bocam Park, Pencoed, CF35 5LJ 
Tel: 01656 867968 
E-Mail: rparke@macmillan.org.uk 

WfME 

flMCraUAN. 

CAMCCR sufvorr 


said: “As you all know, 

I love walking and I 
urge lots of families to 
join me on this fun 
event for a very worth¬ 
while charity.” 

You can register 
online at www.macmil- 
lan.org. uk/christma- 
selfwalk or telephone 
01656 867968. 

There is a registration 
fee of £10 (free for chil¬ 
dren 16 and under), on 
receipt of which you 
will be sent a full 
fundraising pack and 
your special elf hats. 

Sue Pickin, fundrais¬ 
ing manager for 
Macmillan said: “Every 
day, 822 people in the 
United Kingdom are 
told they have cancer. 
Macmillan’s ambition is 
to reach and improve 
the lives of every one of 
these people and the 
two million already liv¬ 
ing with the disease. 

“It’s a big ambition 
but something you can 
help us to do. So walk 
with us on our 
Christmas Elf Walk and 
get sponsored for your 
efforts. Every penny 
you raise will fund more 
of our vital services. 

“Fancy dress is 
encouraged and there 
will be prizes for best 
dressed adults, children 
and dogs!! You will 
have the opportunity of 
sampling chocolates and 
wines in our marquee, 
and the chance to win 
one of five super choco¬ 
late hampers by entering 
our raffle on the day. 

“If you are feeling 
thirsty and need a hot 
drink, the Summerhouse 
Cafe at the start of our 
walk are offering teas 
and coffees at the dis¬ 
counted price of 50p a 
cup and they are also 
providing free dog bis¬ 
cuits for four-legged 
friends.” 


JACKSON BOOK AIDS PROJECT 


TWO local compa¬ 
nies have been 
involved in a chari¬ 
table venture which 
this week results in 
the launch of a new 
book ‘Mj Sporting 
Icons by Colin 
Jackson’. 

Red Shoes 

Productions and Keith 
Brown & Sons have pro¬ 
duced the new release, in 
which Colin interviewed 
his 12 sporting icons. 

“People like Daley 


Thompson, Jonathan 
Edwards, Sally Gunnell 
and Allan Wells inspired 
me so much that talking 
to them about their life 
stories was a fascinating 
experience”, Colin said. 

Colin is a well-known 
face in Cowbridge, as his 
production company. 
Red Shoes, is based on 
the High Street. 

His co-director 

Richard Owen, 

explained: “It was really 
important for us to use a 
Welsh company for this 


first book.” 

Royalties from the 
sale of the book will go 
towards The Moses 
Project Charity, which 
supports educational 
links between Ysgol lolo 


Morgannwg and a Masai 
School in Kenya. 

Readers can buy a 
copy from Keith Brown & 
Sons, and from good 
book shops such as 
Cowbridge Bookshop. 



The Reindeer 
Parade this 
Sunday, November 
28, heralds the start 
of Christmas shop¬ 
ping in Cowbridge. 

Alun John, the chair¬ 
man of the Chamber of 
Trade, told The GEM: 

“It is a great opportuni¬ 
ty for people to enjoy 
Santa, the reindeer and 
the parade, buy 
Christmas presents and 
then see the switch on of 
the lights. ” 

People are advised to 


ABOVE: Colin Jackson has interviewed his 
own sporting heroes for his new book. 


Dickens comes 
to Dinas Powys 

THE Rotary Club of Dinas Powys is inviting 
the Vale to its ever-popular Dickensian 
Night. 

On the night of December 3, starting at 6pm in 
the Village Square, visitors will go back in time, 
with entertainment from the pages of A Christmas 
Carol and David Copperfield, and alll the sights 
and sounds of Dickensian London! 


All set for the 
reindeer parade 


be in position before 12 
noon when the Reindeer 
Parade is due to start. It 
concludes by 1.15pm. 

People can then shop 
or enjoy the entertain¬ 
ment provided on the 
stage outside the town 
hall in preparation for 
the climax of the day, 
the official Christmas 
light switch on. 

Rhodri and Lucy 
Owen - along with 
Santa of course - will 
do the honours at 
5.15pm. 


Don^t be shy - 
tell us 
^Whafs On 
and Where ^ 
in your area - 

Email gemeditorial 
@tindlenews. co.ukl 


Y BONT FAEN 

School 

Christmas 

Fayre 

Saturday 4th 
December from 
10am-12noon. 

Santa, Christmas 
trees on sale plus 
lots more. 

50p per family 
Santa £2.50 


Stage C.A.M.P 

Saturday Mornings 10am-1 pm 
@ The New Performance Facilities 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School 

Stage C.A.M.P (Central Academy of Music and 
Performance) will be starting a new course for 
4-16 year olds at Cowbridge Comprehensive 
School, commencing January 8th, 2011. 

Pupils will receive professional tuition in singing, 
dance, drama and performance skills. 

Stage CAMP has been set up as a more creative 
and affordable performance school. 

As well as having teachers who specialise in 
musical theatre, we also cater for the rock and 
pop aspect of the industry with one of our 
teachers being ex-Spice Girl Lianne Morgan and 
our other teacher Emma Burt enjoying chart success, 
notably she has appeared in the West End with Phillip Schofield in Joseph. 



STAC®r^ 


Our Drama coaching is overseen by 
Cecelia Freeman who has performed 
all over the country and more recently 
toured with Walrus Productions. In the 
past she has also provided voice-over 
work for radio and television. 

For further information, visit 

www.stagecamp.co.uk 

or Telephone 01446 776497 


CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR fThe 


FRANKLIN’S CAFE BARI 

OGMORE-BY-SEA^^H 


Saturday, 4th December, 1 0ann-4pnn 

Free admission. 

Some late stand space, contact Julie: 01656 880661 


FESTIVE LUNCH/DINNER - 3 Courses £9.50/£12.50 

2 Course DINNER @ £8.50 (Monday to Saturday) 
Midweek LUNCH @ £5.00 (Tuesday-Friday) 
SUNDAY LUNCH from £5.95 


01446 781208 


CRAFT FAIR 

Saturday 27th November, 10am4pm 

Old Hall, Cowbridge 

LAST ONE FOR 2010! 




OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 


OPEN: 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY LUNCHTIMES ^ 
F RIDAY & SATURDAY EVENING S 

Saturday, 27th November 

0X0 

Fantastic male Vocals plus Bingo 


FOOD SERVED 

Great value menu from only £4.99 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served l2-3pm from only £6.95 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES * 
WITH ENTERTAINMENT * 


4 


Please call for available dates ^ 


Car Boot Sale 


EVERY SUNDAY UNTIL CHRISTMAS 
2pm-5pm at The Ocean Lounge, Porthkerry 
j Leisure Park, Rhoose. Only £4 a pitch. Public FOC. j 


COWBRIDGE CHAMBER OF TRADE 

present 

I Cowbridge by 
•Christmas Candlelight 

Thursday 2nd December 2010 

Shops open until 7.30 pm 
Drinks and nibbles 
Christmas carols 
Craft fayre and market 


Come to Cowbridge and 
make your Christmas shopping 
a truly enjoyable experience this year! 

WWW. cowbridge .co.uk 
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‘Assembly playing 
politics of fear’ 


GEM READERS LETTERS EXTRA 


T he Business 
Minister, in 
her GEM col¬ 
umn last week, 
made the bold (if 
disingenuous) claim 
that the 

Labour/Plaid coali¬ 
tion was ‘standing 
up’ for Wales in the 
laying of their 
budget? 

In fact, what the draft 
budget confirmed is that 
the government in Wales 
is hopelessly out of 
touch with both the 
needs and aspirations of 
the Welsh people. 

Over the next three 
years, more than £880 
million will be taken out 
of the health budget, 
putting frontline services 
at risk. 

The people of the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
whom she represents as 
an Assembly Member, 
will be particularly con¬ 
cerned; particularly in an 
area where the materni¬ 
ty-led unit at Llandough 
Hospital is already at 


risk of closure. 

The Minister claims 
that there are now more 
members of staff work¬ 
ing in the Welsh NHS - 
there are, but it is the 
number of managers that 
is rising, while nursing 
staff are in decline. 

She also claims that 
waiting times are down; 
but only if you cherry 
pick the statistics! For 
example, the number of 
patients waiting more 
than 14 weeks for their 
first in-patient appoint¬ 
ment has risen by over 
5000 per cent since 
March 2009. 

I welcome political 
debate, but only when 
conducted in a mature 
fashion, with accurate 
statistics. Unfortunately, 
this government is play¬ 
ing the politics of fear 
over health and that is 
simply unforgivable. 
Andrew RT Davies 
(Conservative AM for 
south Wales Central 
and Shadow Minister 
for health and social 
services) 


‘WATERFRONT PLANS 
NEED CHECKING’ 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to 
The 

gem’s recent arti¬ 
cle on the 
Waterfront devel¬ 
opment at Barry, I 
note that one of the 
first things the con¬ 
sortium did was to 
prevent access to 
the footpath popu¬ 
larly known as the 
‘Ash’ that crosses 
from Ffordd y 
Millenium to Barry 
Island, used regu¬ 
larly by many peo¬ 


ple - and on the 
afternoon of 
November 5, too! 

I doubt that the “local 
community” quoted by 
Mr Keogh would be 
“very much behind us” 
when they were unable 
to get to the firework 
display by that route, or 
use it since. 

Fencing off the West 
End area on health and 
safety grounds (presum¬ 
ably because it backs on 
to the railway line, is 
flanked by the sewage 
works, and faces the 
council car park) raises 
the interesting question - 
what part of the develop¬ 


ment is going to be situ¬ 
ated there? 

The school, the com¬ 
munity facilities, the 
park, the restaurants, 
surely not some of the 
“2,000” homes - who 
would want to live 
there? 

Shops, bars, restau¬ 
rants, offices, parks, 
public spaces (note all in 
plural) - I don’t believe 
there’s room on the site 


unless the 2,000 homes 
are in skyscraper flats! 

All of this is only an 
“outline plan” and the 
Vale Council planning 
committee should sub¬ 
ject the consortium to a 
rigorous examination of 
the details before giving 
permission to go ahead 
with the development. 
Ronald Peck, 

Barry 


‘Remember, it’s 
not just a cat’ 


And a nativity, too! 


Dogs’ mess at 
Highlight Park: 

‘fine the owners’ 


T he Highlight 
Park dog 
lovers’ society 
are at it again - 
now that the morn¬ 
ings and evenings 
are getting darker, 
they allow their 
dogs to defecate on 
the pavements, 
especially on the 
Lakin Drive circuit. 

One dog even man¬ 
aged to leave a ‘parcel’ 
in the bus shelter oppo¬ 
site Sandringham Close. 

Something needs to 
be done to catch these 
‘caring’ dog owners. 

One idea could be that 


any dog owner NOT car¬ 
rying dog poo bags 
should face an immedi¬ 
ate fine. 

There would be no 
excuse for not carrying 
such a bag, all dog own¬ 
ers know exactly what 
their dog is liable to do 
whilst walking.For heav¬ 
en’s sake, take on your 
responsibilities! 

Have they not heard 
about the dangers of 
Toxocara, borne in dog 
faeces, harmful in partic¬ 
ular to young children 
and easily carried on 
shoes or pushchairs? 
(Name and address 
supplied). 


I ENJOYED the 
recent article 
about the 

Reindeer parade in 
Cowhridge as it 
reminded me how 
much our family 
has enjoyed this 
event in the past. 

However, I was a lit¬ 
tle surprised that you 
made no mention of the 
children’s nativity 
parade. For us this is an 
integral part of the fun; 
it's a joy to see the chil¬ 
dren in their costumes 
and acts as a genuine 


celebrating Christmas. 

There is some confu¬ 
sion amongst local par¬ 
ents as some people 
think the nativity parade 
is not going ahead this 
year. 

I understand that chil¬ 
dren can meet up as 
usual about 11.30am in 
their nativity outfits at 
the United Free Church 
(opposite the police sta¬ 
tion) and follow Santa 
and his reindeers 
through Cowhridge. 

Now let’s keep our 
fingers crossed there’s 
no rain or snow! 

Eluned Moran, 


reminder of why we are Cowbridge 


S OME people 
say “Its just a 
cat!” but sadly 
for many families, 
like mine, ‘that cat’ 
was a part of the 
family. 

We woke Monday 
morning to the sad news 
from my parents that 
Mac, our 1-year-old gin¬ 
ger cat was dead. It 
broke my heart that he 
would no longer pun- 
like a very loud drill or 
tap the door to be let in. 

The hard task to tell 
my two children, aged 
nine and eight, that Mac 
was gone, then tears 
began to flow. 

There are lots of peo¬ 
ple in the town of 
Llantwit Major that this 
story will ring true for, 
and will bring back that 


sad day when they like 
us lost a healthy member 
of the family. 

There are whispers 
that some people are 
putting down antifreeze 
for our furry friends to 
drink, but I hope this is 
not true. 

If by chance they are 
true, to the people con¬ 
cerned I say - stop now 
before you break some 
more families’ hearts. 

Sadly Mac has gone. 
We only have the few 
memories that we made 
as a family left. The pain 
will be with me forever, 
seeing the sadness in my 
children’s faces when 
told of their loss. 

Please think, ‘Its NOT 
just a cat!’ they are our 
family members. 

Nicki Lloyd, 

Llantwit Major 


Thank you on my 
90th birthday...’ 

T hank you to all my friends and 
relations, to Father Pat O’Gorman 
for the lovely Holy Mass on my 
birthday, November 6, and for coming to 
the party that followed for my 90th 
birthday. 

Thanks too for the flowers from St Helen’s 
Infant and Junior Schools. 

Special thanks also to Monica, my daughter, and 
John, my son-in-law, my grandchildren and Sister 
Bernadette. 

Thank you, everyone, for all your cards. 

Mrs Joan Gatheridge, 

Barry. 

Boys’ Village and 
Big Pit museum 

ascertained in May 2009 
that Big Pit Museum had 
expressed interest in 
accepting it for re-erec- 
tion and display there, if 
the necessary funding 
were put in place. 

The Conservation 
Officer of the Vale 
Council was also made 
aware of this and raised 
the complicated issue of 
ownership at that time. 
The issue remains it 
seems. 

I would urge Mr Alun 
Cairns to use his influ¬ 
ence to pursue the matter 
with the three agencies 
mentioned, to secure a 
future for a memorial to 
the sacrifices, in war and 
peace, of those of the 
mining communities - 
and indeed to the senti¬ 
ments expressed thereon. 
Mick Lobb, 

Llantwit Major 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to 
your arti¬ 
cle on the memorial 
at the Boys’ Village, 
the inscription on 
the memorial reads: 
‘"‘"Dedicated to the 
memory of the 
youth of all 
nations who fell that 
war might end by 
the boys of the 
South Wales coal 
field who at this 
altar dedicate them¬ 
selves to complete 
the task so nobly 
begun. 1914-1918, 
1939-1945:^ 

As such it has rather 
more relevance to the 
mining industry than to 
St Athan in my view. 

Through the good 
offices of the National 
Museum of Wales, I 


Anonymous gift to Merchant Seamen 


I HAVE received 
an anonymous 
letter from a 92- 
year-old lady: 

“Please accept the 
enclosed donation 
for those very brave 
Merchant Seamen 
without whom life as 
we know it now 
would never have 


been. I come from a 
long line of men of 
the sea”. 

The donation was a 
substantial amount, for 
which we are most 
grateful and will go 
towards our ongoing 
projects to remember our 
fallen, also on exhibi¬ 
tions promoting the serv¬ 
ice and sacrifices made. 


Our grateful thanks to 
the anonymous donor for 
her kind donation that 
will help us to meet our 
current projects target 
figure. Her kindness 
will assist in raising 
awareness and help 
Remember Them. 

The Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales) 
Barry branch need to 
raise further funds to 


Another Great Clamorgaw CvliM Competition 



•^IPHollday on Ice 


Holiday on Ice, Energia is coming to 
Cardiff International Arena from 8-13 February 2011 
j* srid promises to be more extravagant, more exhilarating and 
more spectacular than anything ever before staged on ice! 

Over 400,000 people have visited Holiday on Ice in Cardiff, and the 2011 Energia is 
better than ever. With its revolutionary three-dimensional setting, you will be whisked 
into the universe where planets spin around you in glorious colours and spectrums of 
light. On the ice, the skating elite perform breathtaking feats that will have you on the 
“ ^ edge of your seat! 

Over 40 world class skaters 
will take you through the story of 
our universe, beginning with an exploding Supernova, continuing with the creation of 
mankind on Earth, visiting the romantic Venus, and Neptune’s fishy underworld! 

Watch the passion of the Sun and Moon Tango, and finally a Bollywood-style celebra¬ 
tion of Diwali, the annual festival of Light! 

Colour, excitement and fun with scintillating choreography, magnificent costumes 
representing the planets and constellations, and all the living creatures of the Earth, 
with music composed especially for ENERGIA and not forgetting, Ein and Stein the 
adorable clowns with their off-the-planet humour. 

Watch in amazement as skaters attempt the perilous Death Spiral and hold your 
breath while they attempt back flips, triple axles and throw jumps! And if you thought 
you’d seen ever^hing, think again - a stilt walker will skate while juggling with fire and 
clowns jump through blazing hoops! 

A show that will thrill and enthral family and friends from the minute you sit in your 
seats to the mind-blowing finale! 

Holiday on Ice are offering a special family ticket where a family of four can see the show for just £58*. 

Tickets on sale now! 

To win one of five family tickets for four, just answer this question: What is the name of the new Holiday on Ice Show? 

Email your answer to: gemsales@internet-today.co.uk 

or send answers on a postcard to The GEM at Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7ELno later than December 10th, 2010 
Competition Ruies: Normal terms and conditions apply. The judges decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. GOOD LUCK! 
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enable many planned 
and ongoing projects. 

We need the public’s 
help with events that 
will both raise awareness 
and be of benefit to 
Remembrance in Barry 
and the Vale. 

Any donation would 
be appreciated and will 
help us achieve our 
goals for the immediate 
and future. All who sup¬ 
port will be publicly 
acknowledged at our 
events. 

Jim Greenway, 
Chairman ,The 
Merchant Navy 
Association (Wales) 
Barry branch 


Organised firework 
displays only 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Romilly fayre 
FRIENDS of the 
Romilly Primary 
School will hold a 
Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, December 4, 
at 2.30pm-5.30pm. 

Attractions include: 
Santa’s grotto, slide, 
face-painting, raffle, 
crafts and hood a duck. 

Donations needed for 
White Elephant, Secret 
Santa and cake stall. 

School 
celebrates 
ON Sunday, December 
5, at 2.30pm, a special 
concert will be held in 
the Memorial Hall, 
Barry, to celebrate the 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morannwg’s tenth 
anniversary, with 
friends, parents and 
former pupils. Tickets 
are available on 01446 
450280; adults £6, chil¬ 
dren and OAP £3. 


I REFER to a let¬ 
ter from G 
Darling in 
Barry in The GEM 
on November 11, 
regarding selfish 
people on firework 
night. 

I quite agree that all 
fireworks are dangerous 
and also should be limit¬ 
ed to specific organisa¬ 
tions to run properly- 
managed displays. 

There are fireworks 
being ignited in the run 
up to November 5 and 
then for at least a week 
after. 

On Saturday, 
November 13,1 was out 
with my dogs; it was 
only just dark and some¬ 
one started setting off 
fireworks and one of my 
dogs was a pitiful sight. 

Her tail was tucked 
between her legs, her 
ears were so far back 
you would not think she 
had any, and she started 
pulling, trying to run 
away to hide. 


She was panting and 
shaking badly and we 
had to go straight home, 
rather than finish the 
walk. 

The ongoing problem 
is that every night I get 
home from work to take 
her out, and as darkness 
falls, she remembers 
what happened on that 
Saturday night and dis¬ 
plays exactly the same 
symptoms. 

I wish one of the ani¬ 
mal organisations would 
start a petition to have 
these explosives banned 
completely, but failing 
that, a compromise 
would be to have organ¬ 
ised displays only. 

I think it’s wrong that 
supermarkets are able to 
sell fireworks. Only 
those approved should 
be allowed to purchase 
such items. 

I thought we were 
supposed to be a nation 
of animal lovers and 
dogs were our best 
friends? Clearly not. 
Maria Pollard, 

Barry 


Watch for doggie 
bag culprit 

T O the person who favours the top 
end of Fairfield Rise (Llanmaes 
Road end) to dispose of their blue 
doggie bag, please note we are between 
60-90 years old and beyond the age of 
cleaning up after dogs. We will be watch¬ 
ing for the dog owner responsible. 

(Name and address supplied) 
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‘Applicance check is required every year’ 

How vulnerable people 
can remain GAS SAFE^ 


T here is special assistance avail¬ 
able to help vulnerable groups such 
as the blind and elderly to keep Gas 

Safe 

The Gas Safe register replaced the CORGI gas 
register, and the engineer coming to your home to 
fit or service your appliances must be on the regis¬ 
ter. 

It is wise to make sure you know who you are 
letting into your home before they carry out any 
work on your gas appliances. 

You can check the identity of a Gas Safe regis¬ 
tered engineer before they arrive at your home and 
when they are on your doorstep. 

As braille does not confirm an engineer’s identi¬ 
ty, it is not included on the Gas Safe register ID 
cards. However, the engineer’s licence number is 
displayed using raised numbers across the middle of 
the card to make it easier for customers who have 
restricted vision to check an engineer’s identity. 

If you are blind. Gas Safe suggests the following: 
• Call 0800 408 5500 to check if a business is 
registered. 

• Agree with the Gas Safe registered business a 
password for their engineer to quote when they 
arrive on your doorstep. 

• For further reassurance, when the engineer 
arrives, you can ask for their ID number or call 
0800 408 5500 to check their details. You will be 
told about their business and qualifications to make 
sure they are qualified to do the job you’ve asked 
them to do. 

• You could also arrange to have a trusted friend 
or family member present when the engineer calls. 



A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


For all your Gas & Plumbing Solutions 



gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 


A full Gas Safe check should be carried out every 
year. This should include gas fires and heaters, boil¬ 
ers and cookers. 

Your gas supplier may be able to provide you 
with a free of charge gas safety check upon request. 

A free gas safety check may apply to home own¬ 
ers on means tested benefits who: 

• are of pensionable age, disabled or chronically 
sick, and either live alone or with others who are all 
of pensionable age, disabled, chronically sick or 
under 18. 

• are living with others where at least one is 
under five years old. 

• have not had a gas safety check carried out at 
the premises in the last 12 months. 

• do not occupy premises where a landlord is 
responsible for arranging a check under regulations 
made under the Health and Safety at Work Act 

Decisions around eligibility for free gas safety 
checks sit outside the remit of the Gas Safe register 
and this advice is for general guidance only. Please 
contact your energy supplier for more information. 

CARBON MONOXIDE 

Gas appliances that have not been checked by a 
Gas Safe registered engineer and are not working 
safely can produce the deadly gas, carbon monox¬ 
ide. 

The more frail a person is, the more quickly their 
body can be overcome by carbon monoxide. 

Ask a friend, relative, care visitor, or warden to 
help you by installing an audible alarm in your 
home. Your Gas Safe registered engineer can help 
you do this too. 

Carbon monoxide alarms can be purchased from 
DIY stores and supermarkets for around £20. If 
you find it difficult to get to the shops, you can also 
buy them online. 

For people with hearing difficulties, there are a 
number of specialist carbon monoxide alarms on the 
market. For advice on which alarm is right for your 
needs, contact the Council of Gas Detection and 
Environmental Monitoring (CoGDEM) on 0800 
1694 457. 

If you are in danger you can also call the Gas 
emergency freephone number for Wales: 0800 111 
999. 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING /I 
INSTALLATIONS /^ l 

• Boiler Installation Specialists ^30141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 



All plumbing & heating 
work undertaken 


Mains Gas & LPG Qualified 

Domestic Park Homes 
Caravans & Leisure Vehicles 


0 1446 75 1204 fUaH 
07812 599891 ^ 


D.B.FRANCISLtd^ 

• Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers specification 

• Valliant Boilers up to 5 year warranty 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance. 

A,C,0,R Approved 



Reg No. 2584 


FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF717PF 

Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446771175 



Open to both trade and the general public 
39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, 
NrCowbridgeCFZI 7PF 
www.csboxall.co.uk 


Elderly urged to stay 
well and warm in winter 


O LDER people in particular and 

those with long-term health prob¬ 
lems need to prepare for winter in 
order to keep well, warm and safe, Wales’ 
top doctor has stressed. 

The 2009 annual report by the Chief Medical 
Officer for Wales, Dr Tony Jewell, revealed that 
winter deaths increased significantly in 2008/09, 
raising concerns about the effect the cold spell last 
winter had on excess deaths and weather-related 
injuries. 

Dr Jewell is calling for people to ensure that their 
homes are “as energy efficient as possible” so they 
can be adequately heated during the winter months, 
as well as urging those in the seasonal flu at-risk 
groups to get vaccinated. 

Dr Jewell stated: “Because the weather in the UK 
is not predictable, we are not always prepared for 
the severe bad weather that we can, and have in 
recent years, experienced. 

“Older people are more susceptible to illnesses 
when the temperatures start to drop. More than 87 
per cent of winter deaths involve people over 75, 
with the highest rates of death amongst people aged 
85 or over. 

“But there are steps that can be taken to stay 
well. I urge people over the age of 65 and those in 
the seasonal flu at-risk groups, such as those with 
diabetes or cardiovascular conditions, to protect 
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ID. WILLIAMS 

1 (Coal Haulage) Lid ^ 

Grade 1 Best Quality House 

Coal and Solid Fuel 

Free Delivery to surrounding areas 
Pre-Packed Fuel delivered to your door 

Tel 

1: 01656 890624 


( WINTER TIPS ) 


[' ' BLOCKED DRAINS ' ''! 
I TOP WINTER TIPS | 

I We are a local family business providing y 
I drain care & repair services 7 days a week. | 
I The best cure for blocked drains is prevention, • 
I EMERGENCY DRAIN CLEANING j 
I AND REPAIR SERVICE i 

I The No 1 cause for blockages is wet wipes. ' 

I Tip Don’t flush disposable nappies, kitchen roll or j 
I sanitary towels down the toilet. ! 

I Another major cause of blockages is from fat and oil! 
I congealing in the pipes , 

I Tip - Scrape cold excess fat and oil into containers , 
I and throw away. . 

I Blocked kitchen gullies are usually caused by fat or | 
I washing powder | 

I Tip Don’t be too tight on water usage and don’t | 
• over use washing powder. | 

' Foreign objects can enter the main drain pipes at the | 
' rain water and kitchen gullies | 

' Tip - Keep external gullies covered with a grid and I 
\free of debris. I 

! Cement, plaster, screed etc all cause blockages I 

Tip Don’t let your builder pour waste material I 
I down the drain, even if it is a manhole. • 

I Tree Roots - A major cause for blockages. If you, 
I suspect you have a problem, call us for free advice. | 

I When using rods do not forget: ' 

I • Which way they are screwed. ' 

I • Too much force will put a hole in the pipe. * 

I • Not a good idea to rod upstream. j 

I • Call us for rod retrieval. ! 

' FOR FREE ADVICE CALL i 

! 01446 550098 ! 

[ FAST RELIABLE LOCAL SERVICE I 

I • Drain Jetting and camera surveying. , 

I • Domestic & commercial. | 

' • Senior Citizens and Armed Forces Discounts, i 
I NO HIDDEN CHARGES - NO CALL OUT CHARGE ' 
I All drain repairs including pipe lining and i | 
I pitch fibre repairs carried out. ^ 

I Receive a 15% Discount 

I on your domestic drain clearance when | 
I you cut out and present this advertisement j 


themselves against the flu by being vaccinated. 

“People should also make the most of the grants 
and schemes available to them to keep their homes 
warm during the winter. The Home Energy Effi¬ 
ciency Scheme (HEES) can help householders over 
the ge of 60 or those with children under the age of 
16 improve the energy efficiency of their properties, 
reducing their fuel bills and the risk of fuel poverty. 

“There is also the Energy Saving Trust and Care 
and Repair Cymru - who will give free advice and 
support in making your home energy efficient. 

“It is best for people to avoid going from an 
extremely warm room into the cold, as this can have 
an impact on people who have respiratory or heart 
disease,” Dr Jewell warned. 


Purchase ‘the very 
best’ at The 
Firewood Company 


T he Firewood 
Company is 
one of south 
Wales’ largest sup¬ 
pliers of firewood to 
homes and trade 
customers. 

The family business 
has grown steadily, year- 
on-year, underpinned by 
a guarantee of consistent 
quality and the promise 
of excellent customer 
service. 

Daf Schofield, direc¬ 
tor of The Firewood 
Company, explained: 
“We strive to ensure that, 
by using our reliable, 
quality wood products, 
our customers are never 
disappointed. 

“We sell seasoned, 
ham-dried hardwood 
logs in varying sizes, 
kindling and briquettes 
for open fires, wood- 
stoves and chimineas - 
for collection or deliv¬ 
ery; and made-to-order 
log-stores for storage 
solutions, Ecofans, char¬ 
coal, log-baskets and 
axes. 

“Wood can contain up 
to 50 per cent moisture 
when first felled and this 
causes poor burning so 
we season the wood, 
releasing moisture 
through natural drying. 


This avoids sooting of 
the chimney, inefficient 
burning and low heat 
output.” 

Daf went on: “Our 
timber is stored under¬ 
cover in our yards and 
then dried in poly tun¬ 
nels in individual cubic 
metre crates. 

“All our customers are 
very welcome to visit 
our premises to inspect 
our products and our 
processes. We want them 
to be reassured that they 
are purchasing the very 
best!” 

The Firewood Compa¬ 
ny is delighted to be the 
first company in Wales - 
and only the second in 
the UK - to be awarded 
the HETAS Registered 
Biomass Supplier 
accreditation certificate, 
a badge of consistent 
quality and one that sets 
a clear professional stan¬ 
dard to ensure consumer 
confidence. 

“We supply firewood 
because we believe in 
using and promoting sus¬ 
tainable fuel,” said Daf. 
“You can rest assured 
that the firewood we sell 
is from sustainable UK 
woodland.” 
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Call for action on young drivers who take risks 


A THIRD of young people (32 per 
cent) have driven or been a pas¬ 
senger in a road race - according 
to a survey of nearly 4,500 young people 
across the UK. 

The survey was released by road safety charity 
Brake as part of National Road Safety Week. 

The charity pointed to statistics showing the 
extent of deaths and injuries of young people in 
road crashes - the biggest killer of 15-24 year- 
olds. 


A conference in Westminster was addressed by 
Bob Ashford, head of prevention at the Youth 
Justice Board, who spoke about the levels of risk¬ 
taking among young drivers and the need to edu¬ 
cate them about the impact of their actions. 

He was joined by Brake’s head of campaigns 
Cathy Keeler; paralympic gold medallist Danny 
Crates (seriously injured in a road crash); 
bereaved parents; and a young man who suffered 
serious injuries as a self-confessed boy racer which 
now affect his speech and mobility. 

Brake is calling for the introduction of graduat- 
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QUALITY 
BRANDED 
PART 
WORN 
TYRES IN 
STOCK 


I 


13" 

14" 

15"/16' 

17718' 


£12.50 (4 for £40 
£15 (4 for £50 
£17.50 (4 for £60 
£20 (4 for £70 



All prices include fitting and balancing 


OPENING HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 
Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

Tel 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 




" • Oil & filter change - 
• Check all levels 
Anti'freeze & battery check 
• Tyre check 






•^A eve s check 


Anti-Freeze check 




sludmg VAT 



NOW AVAILABLE ■ ENGINE/ECU REMPPING 
Increase your engines performance and fuel 
economy by re-mappIng your engine 
control unit. (Chipping) 

Please ring for full details , 


ViiViiVii L\;u.lecu.LQ!l^^LV [cei£Lce..u.L vj 


Tel: 01446 710224 


ed driver licensing, placing restrictions on novice 
drivers, enabling them to develop driving skills 
gradually. 

Government statistics uncovered by Brake 
reveal that one young driver or passenger is killed 
or seriously injured every hour on UK roads. 

In 2005 in the UK, 846 drivers, passengers and 
motorcyclists aged 15-25 were killed, 7,362 were 
seriously injured and 62,146 were slightly injured. 

Other results from Brake’s survey of 4,486 
young people aged 15-25 in the UK include: a 
third (30 percent) have driven without a licence; 
one in 14 (7 per cent) has driven a stolen vehicle; 
one in five (18 per cent) has been a passenger with 
a driver who they knew was unlicensed, uninsured 
or who had stolen the car; two in five (38 per 
cent) don’t always belt up in the back; and one in 
three young people (30 per cent) has been a pas- 





For all your minor paintwork repairs 

Professional quality • Cost-effective & convenient 
Lifetime guarantee • Mobile • Same day service 

Services include: 

Bumper scuffs • Paintwork scratches • Minor dents 
Alloy wheels • Small accidental damage 

Vale of Glamorgan and West Cardiff 

ChipsAway Paul Jarvis 
07904 840202 

or visit www.chipsawav.co.uk 
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senger in a car driven by a driver on drink or 
drugs. 

Brake has called on the Government to take 
action to tackle road death and injury involving 
young people. Brake is calling for a system of 
graduated driver licensing (GDL) so there is a min¬ 
imum period of learning to drive, followed by a 
provisional licence period where newly-qualified 
drivers have restrictions placed upon them, such as 
night-time driving curfews and limits on numbers 
of passenger. 

Brake argues for compulsory road safety educa¬ 
tion in schools for all ages, so that young people 
develop an understanding of the risks of the road 
by the time they leave school and learn to drive. 

It also says there should be year-round prime¬ 
time TV advertising aimed at young people of key 
safe driving topics such as speeding, drink and 
drug driving and seat belt use, and more invest¬ 
ment in dedicated traffic police and enforcement 
technology, such as automatic number plate recog¬ 
nition cameras, designed to catch unlicensed and 
uninsured drivers. 

There is growing pressure for Government 
action to tackle road death and injury involving 
young people. On September 20, 2006, the 
Association of British Insurers issued a report call¬ 
ing for measures including a minimum learning 
period and reducing night-time driving among 
novice drivers. 

The report was supported by Brake, the RAC 
Foundation, the Parliamentary Advisory Council 
for Transport Safety, RoadSafe and the Make 
Roads Safe Campaign. 

Despite running a consultation on ways to 
improve the learning to drive process in 2002 - 
and flagging up young driver and passenger deaths 
as a key concern in 2004 - the Government is yet 
to take convincing action to tackle the problem, it 
states. 

Cathy Keeler, head of campaigns at Brake, said: 
“It is a national tragedy that so many young drivers 
are killing and seriously injuring themselves and 
others on our roads - and an outrage that more is 
not being done to address this carnage. 

“Yet road deaths and injuries are preventable - 
through young drivers taking more responsibility 
for their actions, and combined effort by parents, 
communities and our government to help young 
drivers stay safe. 

(CONTINUES ON 
FACING PAGE) 






■HI MOTOR SERVICES 
ALL MAKES OF CARS AND 
LIGHT COMMERCIALS 

Call in for a 
FREE WINTER CHECK 
inluding Battery, Anti-freeze 
and Tyre Check 

• SERVICING • BRAKES • EXHAUSTS 
• CLUTCHES • CAMBELTS • WELDING 
• GEARBOX • ENGINE REPAIRS • TYRES 
• BALANCING • PUNQURE REPAIRS 
• TRACKING • DIAGNOSTICS 
• SHOCK ABSORBERS 
•WHEEL BEARINGS 
•ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Car and customer 
collection available 

01446 774870 
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‘Servicing 
made easy’ 

- Advertisement Feature - 


uiinTCR nOTORIilC 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 30) 

“The Government has so far failed to take deci¬ 
sive action to tackle young driver crashes. As well 
as compulsory road safety education in schools, we 
urgently need ‘graduated driver licensing’ - a sys¬ 
tem supported by road safety experts and shown to 
reduce casualties when introduced in other coun¬ 
tries. 

“Every day the Government fails to act, more 
young people die and suffer life-changing injuries 
in needless tragedies,” she added. 

Bob Ashford, head of prevention at the Youth 
Justice Board for England and Wales, said: “Risk¬ 
taking among young people can be an important 
part of their development but, in working with 
young people, it is important that they understand 
the impact of their behaviour on themselves, as 
well as others in the community.” 


Uandow Metals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 




y Where Good Quality Costs You Less 


4 WHEEL AUGNMENT 
ft & SERVICE CENTRE 

.. OPEN 


At Lower Guthrie Street 









Click on for Special Offers 

www. barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 
X^ocMMUA ■jfwffjL**' 



CARSERViCiNG 

FROM £59.95 
BRAKES FITTED 
FROM £34.00 
KUMHO TYRES 

FITTED FROM £29.95 
EG 155/70R13 
EXHAUST EITTING CENTRE 
BATTERIES RTTED 
FROM £43.95. EG 063 
KUMHO PERFORMANCE 
CENTRE DEPOTS AT: 
HOLTON RD, BARRY 
01446 745888 
LOWER GUTHRIE ST 
BARRY. 01446 737447 


SPT KU31 


All major credit cards accepted 


lis: Nitrogen Inflation at BARRY TYRES 


Bayside Garage Ltd 


Servicing & Repairs on all makes of Cars, Vans & 4x4s. 
Petrol & Diesel MOTs. Engine Management System 
Diagnostics. Engine Warning Lights Re-set. Clutches, 
Brakes, Timing Belt Replacement, Shockers & Tyres. 



Collection and 
Delivery from most 
areas in the Vale 



22 Dumballs Road 
Cardiff CF105FE 
Tel; 02920 491346 
Email: baysidegarage@hotmail.co.uk 


www.baysidegarageltd.co.uk 




FOR Aa YOUR 
M010RIII6 NEEDS 


SERVICING from 

^ O O plus parts 
+VAT 

MoT preparation,exhausts, 
batteries,welding, etc. 


EDEC ANTI-FREEZE, TYRES 
rixCC AND OIL LEVEL 
CHECKS 


FULL 

DIAGNOSTIC 
FACILITY 
Tyres fitted 
from £26.50 
Tracking fitting 
service for cars, 
4x4 and iight 
commerciais. 
Fuiiy insured. 


FREE bottle of wine with every 
Service in December 


Local vehicle collection service available on request 
- 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE - 
Contact Simon on 

01446 795855/07967 129977 


Looking to advertise in over 43,000 free newspapers as well as online? Then you need to be in 
The Glamorgan GEM. Contact us on 01446 774484 or email: gemsales@internet-today.co.uk 






















































30 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, November 25th, 2010 


THE LIONS PLAN 
A PORTHCAWL 
TROLLEY DASH 


PORTHCAWL 
Lions Club mem¬ 
bers Dave Richards 
and Don Tickner 
have been busy sell¬ 
ing Christmas raffle 
tickets in the Co-op 
in Lias Road. 

The main charity this 
year is Mencap. 
However, half the funds 
raised will go to support 


local charities, said 
Ralph Anslow the presi¬ 
dent of Porthcawl Lions 
Club. 

The raffle continues 
daily in the store until 
4pm this Saturday 
(November 27) when the 
grand draw will take 
place. 

“First prize of course, 
is the famous two-minute 
trolley dash, but there are 
lots of other prizes,” said 


Worried about future 
of the Post Office 


I am worried about 
the Government’s 
plans to privatise 
the Royal Mail and 
split it from the Post 
Office Counters net¬ 
work. 

At the present time. 
Royal Mail delivers to 
every address in the UK 
six days a week. In many 
areas, particularly rural 
communities, the local 
post office is a lifeline to 
the outside world. 

These are often expen¬ 
sive services to run, but 
for millions of people 
and businesses, they are 
essential. 

The government wants 
to make Royal Mail 
attractive to an overseas 
buyer, so is passing legis¬ 
lation to enable it to 
reduce the level of serv¬ 
ice it currently provides. 


It is also breaking the 
link between Royal Mail 
and the post office net¬ 
work. this will inevitably 
take away much-needed 
business from local post 
offices, leaving many at 
risk of closure, especially 
in rural areas. 

Keeping Royal Mail in 
public hands is the only 
way it can be guaranteed 
that current services con¬ 
tinue and local post 
offices remain open. 

If, like me, you are 
concerned about this pri¬ 
vatisation, please write to 
your MPs and let them 
know. 

Stuart Taylor, St Mary 
Church, 

(A postman for 30 
years) 


Joan Cosson, activity 
chair. 

Also on Saturday, 
November 27, the Lions 
open their Christmas 
grotto at 10am at the 
YMCA, John Street 
where Father Christmas 
welcomes all children. 
Entrance fee is £2-50 and 
all children receive a 
quality present. 

The grotto is open 
every Saturday from 
10am- 4pm until 
Saturday, December 18. 

Entrants for the 38- 
furlong Boxing day fun 
run, starting at the Hi 
Tide at 11am, can get an 
entrance form via the 
web page, porthcawl- 
lions.co.uk or telephone 
Rhys on 01656772369 

DR 


BLOOD DONORS 

THE Welsh Blood Service is organising the follow¬ 
ing donor sessions in the area: 

Bridgend Recreation Centre, Angel Street - 
November 29, 10am-6pm; November 30, 10am- 
6pm; December 1, 10am-6pm; December 2, 10am- 
6pm. It is advisable to make an appointment. Call 
01442 622193 or email donor- 

appointment© wales.nhs.uk to make one. 

Memorial Hall, Brynoch, Bryncethin, Bridgend - 
December 3, 10am-6pm. 

Mobile Donation Clinic, Bridgend Recreation 
Centre car park - December 17, 10am-12.30pm and 
2pm-6pm. Mobile Donation Clinic, Recreation 
Centre, Angel Street, Bridgend - December 23, 
10am-12.30pm and 2pm-6pm. 

To attend this session it is advisable to make an 
appointment as these donors will take priority. 
Telephone 01442 622193; email donor.appoint¬ 
ments @ wales, nhs. uk 


THIEVES 

WRECK 

CANCER 

CENTRE 

RAFFLE 

THE staff at 
Velindre Hospital 
have been left “dev¬ 
astated” after some¬ 
one stole the 
Christmas raffle 
money and tickets. 

The raffle has now 
had to be cancelled. 

It was organised by 
the Friends of Velindre, 
and because contact 
information was con¬ 
tained in the stolen raffle 
book, the hospital has 
advised purchasers to be 
extra vigilant if they 
receive any unexpected 
or unfamiliar callers. 

Lisa Miller, the gener¬ 
al manager at Velindre 
Cancer Centre, said: “I 
am absolutely devastated 
that something like this 
could happen when 
money has been donated 
to support the care of 
cancer patients and their 
relatives.” 

The theft has been 
reported to the police. 


PORTHCAWL 
TOWN COUNCIL 

News in brief 


CONCERN was 
expressed by Coun 
Jill Sweet that 
councillors attend¬ 
ing outside bodies 
on behalf of the 
council were not 
reporting back. 

Members discussed 
the need for feedback, 
particularly from the 
Porthcawl Regeneration 
Forum and the Grand 
Pavilion Advisory 
Committee. It was 
agreed that councillors 
must report back after 
they attend meetings. 
PORTHCAWL Town 
Council has decided 
against taking over the 
management of 
Trafalgar Wood at 
South Road, 

Porthcawl. 

The wood is owned 
by Coed Cadw 
Woodland Trust which 
said that the wood is a 
one-acre woodland con¬ 
sisting of broad leaved 
trees. 

But the town council 
decided that it was not 
possible at this time to 
take this over especially 
as the town handyman 
has a full workload. 
THE Porthcawl 
Council is to consider 
contributing towards 
the cost of providing 
signs if a Designated 
Public Places Order is 
declared in Porthcawl 
Town Centre. 

The order is being 
backed by police and 
would give police pow¬ 
ers to control drinking 
on the streets. BCBC is 
looking into this at the 
moment. 

COUN SEANASPEY 
has been thanked by 
Porthcawl Town 
Council for his work in 
organising a protest at 
Rest Bay against plans 
to cut the hours of the 
air sea rescue helicop¬ 
ter at RAE Chivenor. 

Coun Aspey said that 
there was a representa¬ 
tive from every borough 
in south Wales at the 
protest. A total of 163 
town, community and 


Two wins for Bridgend Athletic 
under-10s against Taibach 


THIS week, Bridgend Athletic under-lOs 
welcomed Taibach to Newbridge fields for 
two games. 

Game one saw Taibach kick off and the Ath 
immediately applied pressure and some great hands 
saw the ball make its way to Dan O’Sullivan who 
went over for the first score. The conversion was 
missed. 

It wasn’t long before the Ath scored their second 
try of the game. Once again it was Dan O’Sullivan 
who went over after some good ripping by the Ath 
forwards. Dan stepped up to kick the conversion to 
make it 12-0. 

Dan was on hand to complete a hat-trick of tries 
after some good running, and converted well. 

The Ath weren’t finished there. Good hands led to 
Megan Webb breaking free to score in the comer. 
Jack Obbard converted to take the score to 26-0 at 
half time. 

The second half started much the same as the first. 
Ath pressure lead to Thomas Anthony breaking free 
to score. 

Taibach showed good fighting spirit and were 
rewarded for their efforts with a well-taken try. 

The Ath came under more pressure and Taibach 
showed good hands to score their second try of the 


game. The try was converted but it was too little too 
late as the Ath held on to win. 

Final score: Bridgend Athletic 31, Taibach 12. 

GAME TWO 

THE second good attacking play cancelled out by 
equally good defending from both teams. Neither 
was able to break the deadlock before half time. 

The second half saw the Ath step up a gear. Good 
early pressure from the forwards allowed Jack 
Obbard to force his way over the line. Dan 
O’Sullivan converted to make it 7-0 to the Ath. 

Good hands and powerful forward play saw 
Thomas Anthony scramble over to score. Dan 
O’Sullivan slotted over the kick to make it 14-0. 

More Ath pressure lead to Thomas Reed stealing 
the ball well and diving over the line to score. Kasari 
Mehta converted. 

Final score: Bridgend Ath 21, Taibach 0. 

Ath squad: Jack Obbard, Gwilym John, Teo Eillis, 
Thomas Anthony, Thomas Reed, Jamie Marshall, 
Dan O’Sullivan, Megan Webb, Brandyn Eooks, 
James Hermoille, Sam Veasey, William Goodall, 
Dajfydd Beech, EEion Revill, Lance Burn, Kasari 
Mehta. 

PO 


borough councils in 
Wales and the West 
Country are backing the 
campaign to keep 
Chivenor a 24 hour sta¬ 
tion. 

PORTHCAWL Town 
Council is refusing to 
contribute to work to 
upgrade the shelter 
opposite the Seabank 
Hotel under the Tidy 
Towns Initiative. 

It was asked by 
BCBC to put up £1,000 
but the town council 
only agreed if the own¬ 
ership of the shelter 
could be established. 

The borough council 
replied that they thought 
it was owned by the 
town council but some 
town councillors believe 
that it was owned by the 
former Porthcawl UDC 
and then passed to Ogwr 
and later BCBC. They 
refuse to contribute until 
the owner is known. 

NEW fire curtains 
have been installed at 
the Grand Pavilion, fol¬ 
lowing the recent fire. 

PORTHCAWL 
Council has protested 
at plans by First 
Cymru to axe the 
town’s direct bus to 
Swansea from this 
week. 


Council reduces 
its donation to 
Grand Pavilion 


PORTHCAWL 
Town Council is to 
give The Grand 
Pavilion a donation 
of £6,000 this year. 

Last year, the council 
gave £8,500 to buy new 
furniture and equipment 
for the Stage Door func¬ 
tion room. 

Mark Phillips, general 
manager, gave the town 
council some options for 
this year. He said that 


NEWS IN 

BRIEF 
CAOS coffee 
THE Cowbridge 
Amateur Operatic 
Society (CAOS), is 
holding its popular 
Christmas coffee 
morning with all the 
usual fun - tombola, 
raffle, stalls, gifts and 
prizes, plus Christmas 
carols; or just ‘take a 
break’ and rest your 
feet from Christmas 
shopping with a hot 
drink, biscuits or suc¬ 
culent mince pie! 

Venue: Saturday, 

December 4, from 
10am-12.30pm, Lesser 
Hall, Cowbridge Town 
Hall. Eor more informa¬ 
tion telephone: 01446 
713110. 


their preferred scheme 
was to replace the flying 
bars on stage which are 
the curtain tracks that 
scenery, curtains and 
backdrops are hung 
from. 

He pointed out that 
some of the tracks were 
up to 40 years old and 
the youngest were 10. 

All 17 tracks were 
different, which makes 
swapping things around 
very difficult. 

He said that they want 
to install new light¬ 
weight aluminium fly 
bars and curtain tracks 
which would future 
proof the stage for 10-15 
years. The total cost of 
the project is £12,105. 

A second option was 
to pay for the renewal of 
carpets in the foyer as it 


is intended to re-open 
the central entrance. The 
cost of the carpet is 
£10,460. 

The third option was 
replacement of the exist¬ 
ing decorative lighting 
inside the dome. This 
will entail rewiring of 
the dome. This work in 
total is expected to cost 
£15,000 to £18,000. 

When the matter was 
discussed, council 
Conservative group 
leader David Deere pro¬ 
posed that the council 
give £6,000 this year. 

Coun Sean Aspey 
moved that the council 
stick to their donation of 
£8,500 which was given 
last year but on a vote, 
he was defeated and the 
£6,000 was agreed. 


ON Tuesday, December 7, WA Brown 
funeral directors in Llantwit Major, are 
holding a Christmas memorial carol service 
at St Illtud’s Church in Llantwit at 7pm. 

All are invited, irrespective of religion or choice 
of funeral director, to join in remembering those we 
no longer see but hold close to our hearts. 

Eollowing the service, refreshments are available, 
and any donations received will be shared between 
the St John Ambulance and the St Illtud’s church, 
Galilee Chapel restoration fund. 

Eor information about the service, telephone 
Carole or Arthur on 01446 792489. AT 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
by PAUL JONES 

More photos can be viewed at 

www.barryhighst.co.uk 


HIGH STREET TRADERS’ 
CHRISTMAS SWITCH ON 

THIS year’s High Street Christmas lights 
switch on drew huge crowds to Barry’s West 
End, and local photographer Paul Jones was 
on hand to capture the significant moments. 


ABOVE: Guests of 
honour, the Mayor of 
Barry, Coun Karl 
Kuhnell and Jane 
HuttAM. 


BELOW: 

Barry Male Voice Choir 
in full flow. 
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THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

(A4050 COLCOT ROAD BARRY) 

(NO RIGHT TURN) 
(TEMPORARY) ORDER 2010 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as amended), and of all 
other enabling powers intends in not less than seven days from the date 
of this Notice to make an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to turn right at the 
locations specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location 1/ The right turn from Colcot Road into Whitewell Road 
2/ The right turn from Colcot Road into Winston Road 
3/ The right turn from Highfield Road into Colcot Road. 
Diversion The diversion for the three above closures will be in a 
northwesterly direction along Colcot Road to the round 
about at the junction of Port Road, "U Turning" at this 
roundabout then back along Colcot Road. 

Location 4/ The right turn from Colcot Road into Highfield Road 
5/ The right turn from Winston Road into Colcot Road 
6/ The right turn from Whitewell Road into Colcot Road 
Diversion The diversion for the three above closures will be in a 
generally southerly direction along Barry Road to the 
roundabout at the junction of Barry Road, "U Turning" at 
this roundabout then back along Colcot Road. 

Reason For traffic safety during the construction of the new 
Pedestrian/Cycle Crossing 

Duration From Monday 6th December 2010 until 30th April 2011 

although restrictions may not be in operation for the entire 
duration. 

Dated this 25th day of November 2010. 

M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


GORCHYMYN CYNGOR BRO 
MORGANNWG 2010 
AR GYFER GWAHARDD MODURON (DROS 
DRO) RHAGTROI I’R DDEYN COLCOT ROAD 
(A4050),Y BARRI 

Bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o dan Adran14(1) o 
Ddeddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), a phob p_er galluogi arall, yn 
gwneud Gorchymyn ymhen o leiaf saith niwrnod ar 61 dyddiad y 
Gorchymyn hwn i’r dibenion cyffredinol a nodwyd yn yr atodlenni isod: - 

ATODLEN 1 

1. Ni chaiff neb yrru modur i’r dde nac achosi na chaniatau i neb arall 
yrru modur i’r dde yn y mannau a bennwyd yn Atodlen 2 isod. 

ATODLEN 2 

Lieoliad 1/Y troad i’r dde o Colcot Road i Whitewell Road 
2/Y troad i’r dde o Colcot Road i Winston Road 
3/Y troad i’r dde o Highfield Road i Colcot Road. 
Dargyfeiriad Bydd traffig a fyddai fel arall yn troi i’r dde yn y fair man 
uchod yn cael ei ddargyfeirio i’r gogledd-orllewin ar hyd Colcot Road hyd 
at y gylchfan wrth y gyffordd a Port Road. Bydd yn gwneud tro pedol yn 
y fan honno wedyn ac yn dod yn 61 ar hyd Colcot Road. 

Lieoliad 4/Y troad i’r dde o Colcot Road i Highfield Road 
5/Y troad i’r dde o Winston Road i Colcot Road 
6/Y troad i’r dde o Whitewell Road i Colcot Road 
Diversion Bydd traffig a fyddai fel arall yn troi i’r dde yn y tair man 
uchod yn cael ei ddargyfeirio i’r de’n gyffredinol ar hyd 
Barry Road hyd at y gylchfan wrth y gyffordd a Barry 
Road. Bydd yn gwneud tro pedol yn y fan honno wedyn, 
ac yn dod yn 61 ar hyd Colcot Road. 

Pwrpas Er mwyn cadw’r ffyrdd yn ddiogel tra bod croesfan ar gyfer 
cerddwyr a seiciwyr yn cael ei darparu. 

Parhad O ddydd LIun 6 Rhagfyr 2010 hyd 30 Ebrill 2011, er ei bod 
yn bosibi na fydd y cyfyngiadau’n cael eu gweithredu dnwy 
gydol y cyfnod hwn. 

Dyddiedig 25 Tachwedd 2010. 

M. Punter, 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Gwenf6 CF5 6AA. 
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OPPORTUNITY TO RESTORE 

THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE... 

Biodiversity in 
Bridgend receives 
a £500,000 boost 


Porthcawl Firsts get 
back to winning ways! 


PORTHCAWL 19 
BRITON FERRY 12 



Matthew Owen weighs up his options. 
(Photograph by Tracey Williams). 


by PAUL FIELDING 


A PROJECT to 
improve biodiversi¬ 
ty over a large area 
of common land on 
the outskirts of 
Bridgend has 
received almost 
£500,000 in landfill 
tax funding. 

The project, called 
‘Biodiversity in 

Common’ is a land¬ 
scape scale restoration 
project, which will 
restore wildlife habitats 
on the rugged Cefn 
Hirgoed and pictur¬ 
esque Mynydd-y-gaer 
commons north of the 
Sarn Services. 

An area of 1,065 
hectares, which 

includes locally, nation¬ 
ally, and international- 
ly-important habitats 
and species will be 
restored, including low¬ 
land heath, purple moor 
grass and rush pasture, 
lowland dry acid grass¬ 
land, woodland and 
rivers. 

Coity Wallia 

Commoners’ 
Association and Pori 
Natur Threftadaeth 
(PONT), a not-for-prof¬ 
it organisation whose 
main aim is to encour¬ 
age and facilitate appro¬ 
priate and sustainable 
grazing for wildlife. 


landscape and other cul¬ 
tural heritage of Wales, 
led the application. 

PONT will be man¬ 
aging the project and 
has been successful in 
gaining funding from 
Biffaward who distrib¬ 
ute landfill tax credits 
on behalf of Biffa Waste 
Services. 

The Biffaward 
scheme supports proj¬ 
ects of regional or 
national importance 
that will make signifi¬ 
cant steps towards 
improving biodiversity 
or cultural facilities to 
which it awards grants 
up to £500,000. 

Other funding for the 
project has been provid¬ 
ed by the commoners’ 
association. Rockwool 
Ltd, whose manufactur¬ 
ing facility is situated in 
the area, Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council and Coity 
Wallia Board of 
Conservators, who 
manage the common. 
Other partners in the 
project include the the 
Countryside Council 
for Wales, the Dunraven 
Estate and the Butterfly 
Conservation Society. 

The three-year proj¬ 
ect will begin next April 
and will involve the 
recruitment of a project 


officer who will work 
with the commoners 
and volunteers from the 
community. 

The control and 
reduction of undesir¬ 
able species, together 
with targeted grazing 
and shepherding, will 
help to restore habitats 
for the high brown frit- 
illary butterfly, the 
marsh fritillary butter¬ 
fly, the shrill carder bee, 
otters, skylarks and the 
bog bush cricket. 

The chairman of the 
commoners’ associa¬ 
tion, Eifion Jones, said: 
“Eor many years the 
common has been in 
steady decline due, in 
part, to under-grazing in 
some parts and over- 
grazing in others. 

“We were in danger 
of losing many species 
and the commoners 
hope this project will 
open up large areas, 
allowing stock to graze 
more evenly and 
improving the diverse 
range of habitats. 

“As the common is 
an open access for all to 
enjoy, we hope mem¬ 
bers of the public will 
help us in our work.” 

Charles Morgan of 
PONT said: “We have 
been given a great 
opportunity to restore a 


landscape that has been, 
and will continue in the 
future to be, managed 
by the practice of com¬ 
moners grazing sheep, 
cattle and ponies, and 
PONT is delighted to be 
working with the custo¬ 
dians of the common to 
help them deliver this 
project that will benefit 
the common and its 
wildlife.” 

Biffaward assistant 
programme manager, 
Cath Hare, added: 
“Biffaward is keen to 
support projects which 
restore and protect our 
countryside while 
encouraging us to learn 
more about our natural 
environment. 

“The project does 
both and the work car¬ 
ried out will mean that 
the habitat is protected 
and conserved for years 
to come.” 


PORTHCAWL got 
back to winning 
ways on Saturday, 
taking the scalp of 
the team one place 
above them in the 
division. 

Having been beaten in 
their last two league out¬ 
ings, the Seaweeds 
showed that the autumn 
break has obviously 
done them some good, 
as their pack set about 
the vaunted visitors 
eight with relish. 

Skipper Matt Davies 
opened the scoring for 
Porthcawl as his side 
played themselves into 
the Ferry 22 with some 
superb approach play, 
diving over wide out for 
a great try, superbly con¬ 
verted by Nathan 
Townley. 

The Ferry are nothing 
if not a useful outfit 
however, and when they 
scored two tries, one 
converted for a 12-7 
lead, it became apparent 
that they were out to 
secure the win. 

Porthcawl got back in 
front crucially before the 
break, despite continu¬ 
ing the habit of squan¬ 
dering chances and it 
was full-back Matthew 


Owen who secured the 
try, again brilliantly con¬ 
verted by Townley for a 
slight advantage at half¬ 
time. 

Despite the absence 
of Dai Saines at tight 
head, Jamie Fry more 
than adequately 

deputised and the home 
pack was strong 
throughout the match. 

At times, some of 
Porthcawl’s handling 
skills were outstanding, 
with many forays into 
opposition territory lay¬ 
ing the foundation for 
their performance. 

When talisman Blair 
Driscoll finished off a 
brilliant move down the 
left wing to cross for a 
try following the move¬ 
ment of the ball through 
close on a dozen pairs of 
hands, it was no more 
than the home side 
deserved. 

Although this was the 
only score of the second 
half, it proved crucial in 
ensuring the points, to 
leave the Ferry all at sea. 

The disappointing 
feature of the match as 
coach Kerry Townley 
pointed out, was the fail¬ 
ure of his charges to post 
a possible 35 points or 
so, such were the oppor¬ 
tunities. 

That said, he also 
acknowledged what 
truly was an excellent 
win and a definite 
morale booster, getting 
the show back on the 
road. Following the 
return to the autumn 
series next week, 
Porthcawl are in to 
action at home to 


Abercrave on December 
4. 

PORTHCAWL RFC 
SECONDS 27 
WICK SECONDS 13 

Porthcawl Seconds 
continue to make the 
news as they remain 
unbeaten this campaign 
after a deserved home 
victory against Wick. 

On a bitterly cold 
afternoon, the home side 
got off to a flyer, with 
skipper Gareth Lloyd 
placing an early penalty 
for 3-nil. 

Wing Craig Brooks, 
not always available due 
to work commitments, 
took his opportunity, 
playing at centre, to 
stamp his mark on pro¬ 
ceedings with a bullock- 
ing run to score the first 
try of a great afternoon’s 
work for him. 

Wick managed a try 
of their own before 
Brooks added his sec¬ 


ond, with another 
‘through a brick wall’ 
run for 13-8 at half-time. 

With forwards 

Damien Llewellyn, 
Graham Walters and 
Gareth Davies, among 
others, leading the way 
with some strong run¬ 
ning for Porthcawl, the 
second half continued in 
much the same vein. 

Brooks, his afternoon 
turning in to a dream 
match, secured his hat- 
trick try, converted by 
Lloyd for 20-8, before 
Davies got his reward 
for a good afternoon’s 
graft with a try, again 
converted by Lloyd to 
make the result safe. 

Wick scored a conso¬ 
lation try as the match 
ended with dusk falling, 
for 27-13, in a thorough¬ 
ly entertaining and 
enjoyable affair, played 
in a great spirit by both 
teams. 


Wick fireworks 

THE rescheduled firework display at 
Wick Rugby Field will take place tomor¬ 
row (Friday, November 26) starting at 
6.30pm. 

Also, a Christmas fair will take place on 
Friday, December 3, at 2pm in Wick and 
Marcross Primary School hall. 


Remembrance Day in Bridgend town centre 




As The GEM reported last week, Bridgend town 
centre was packed for Remembrance Day. The 
photographs were taken by Mandy Thomas. 




WHO WANTS TO BUILD 
WHAT AND WHERE? 


CHOIR AND CHURCH 
ARE IN HARMONY! 

A LONG association between 
Bridgend Male Choir and St 
Mary’s Catholic Church, Ewenny 
Road, Bridgend resulted in an 
annual friendship concert given 
by the choir each year to support 
the costs associated with main¬ 
taining the church. 

This year’s concert takes place 
at the church, at 7pm on December 
3. 

The choir will feature a choice of 
music from its extensive repertoire. 

Also appearing are Cantorion 
Pontyclun Ladies Choir and the 
children’s Choir of St Mary's 
Catholic School, 

Tickets (£5) can be obtained 
from St Mary’s Catholic Church 
and from Bridgend Male Choir on 
07773 170373. 


Mr Jonathan Goodhead, Nantymoel 
Farm, Garon Terrace, Nantymoel 
- conversion of former milking par¬ 
lour to granny annexe. 

Mr Paul Upton, 12 Hutchwns 
Close, Porthcawl - rear extension 
and conservatory, alter dormers, 
reduce height of chimney, alter 
garage roof and change rear eleva¬ 
tion. 

BT Open Reach, O/S 11 Tondu 
Road, Bridgend - installation of 
one cabinet; O/S Lexton Quarella 
Road, Bridgend - installation of 
one cabinet. 

Stan and Derrick Williams, land at 
Hel Tre Swr, Waterton, Bridgend 


- amended position of dwelling. 

Mr JW and GJ Morgan, 45 Heol Y 
Geifr, Pencoed - loft conversion 
and dormer projections and exten¬ 
sion creating granny annex. 

Mr AC Jones, land part of Waun 
Dafydd Farm, Cefn Cribwr, 
Bridgend - certificate of lawfulness 
for existing use of land for the siting 
of a residential caravan. 

Mr DC Malpas, 7 Redlands Close, 
Pencoed - first floor extension. 

Mr Brian Wallace, Christadelphian 
Hall, 2 Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - disabled ramp access. 
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ST CLARE’S PUPILS SUPPORT 
CHILDREN IN NEED APPEAL 


PUPILS from St Clare’s School in Newton 
have raised in excess of £600 for Children 
in Need - by taking part in a day of 
quizzes, fetes and competitions. 

Pupils from the preparatory school held a winter 
fete with lucky dips, taste tests, sporting challenges 
and a guess the baby competition. The pupils also 
came dressed in their own clothes or in their pyja¬ 
mas. 

Senior pupils organised a host of activities includ¬ 
ing fancy dress, a sponsored silence, a beat the 
teacher quiz and a football and netball shoot-out. 

The headteacher of the school, John Aguilar, com¬ 
mended the pupils on their fundraising efforts: 
“Congratulations to all pupils across the school for 
raising such an impressive sum for Children In 
Need. At St Clare’s, we are proud of our tradition of 
supporting worthy charities and I am glad to see that 
our pupils’ generosity of spirit continues”. 

/ A 




Angharad Lewis, Lucy Thomas, Rhiannon Norman 
and Laura McDonald. 


Clementine Kinder, Tom Dalton, Jacob Thomas and Madeline 
Tomalin-Reeves who all participated in a sponsored silence. 


LEFT: 

Mia Jones, Seren 
Dyton and Evie 
Morgan enjoy the 
fete. 


RIGHT: 
Peter Fodor and 
Mirali Patel. 



ABOVE: Maisy Corthine and Aisling 
McCormack-Thomas with a 
Children in Need cake. 



Farmers’ market 
looks back over 
10 good years 

" A 



ABOVE: A delighted Cliona wins the Vale of 
Glamorgan Farmers' market logo competition 


VALE 


of A ‘friends of the mar- 


Glamorgan kef group was also set up 
Farmers’ market during the year by chair- 


celebrated 10 suc¬ 
cessful years at the 
AGM last Saturday 
in Cowbridge’s 
Lesser Hall. 


man Anders Leijerstam, 
of Llantrithyd Park, 
Bonvilston, to strengthen 
customer links with local 
food producers and 


New initiatives to encourage farm visits, 
mark its 10th year Suggested initiatives 
included a ‘design a for 2011 included the 
logo’ competition for the production of more ban- 
market’s shopping bags, ners, a leaflet drop in the 
which was won by immediate vicinity of 


Cliona Suggett, aged 10 
from St Athan Primary 
School and presented by 


Farmer’s 
Market, and the produc- 


Miss Wales, Courtenay tion of market aprons for 


Hamilton of St Donats. 

A database of 600 


stallholders to wear. 
Enjoying a bowl of 


Katie Sinclair braves the beans. 


shoppers at markets in warming soup supplied 
Penarth and Cowbridge by the ladies of 
had also been set up by Cowbridge Country 
. Myfannwy 
Edwards of Pwllywrach 
Farm, Colwmston, and a ^ ^ ^ 

hamper draw suggested Arthur John family and 
by Greta Watts-Jones of Westboume School for 
Aberthin had also been housing the market stalls 


very successful. 


on their premises. 


POLICE APPEALS 


House burgled 
at Bridgend 

BRIDGEND police are investigating a 
house burglary at Blackmill on Sunday 
(November 21). 

A resident left his home on Maesyfelin, 
between 5.30pm-7pm and on his return found that 
property including a 42-inch flat screen televi¬ 
sion, a Samsung Blue-ray DVD, a Dell lap top 
computer and an X-Box 360 had been stolen. 

Detective Sergeant Claire Huish of Bridgend 
CID said: “Access to the house was gained via a 
window and it seems that this is how the property 
was also removed. 

“We are appealing for any information con¬ 
cerning this crime. If anyone saw anything sus¬ 
picious during the time in question, please contact 
the police. 

“A lot of bulky items were taken from the 
address and we would like to hear from anyone 
who may have seen these being removed.” 

Anyone with any information can contact DS 
Huish at Bridgend CID on 01656 679518 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

Burglary in 
Llangynwyd 

POLICE in Bridgend are investigating 
a burglary between half past midnight 
and 6.55am on Tuesday (November 23). 

Access was gained to a house on Parc Ty’n y 
Waun, Llangynwyd and a number of items were 
stolen. 

These included crystal champagne flutes and 
glasses, a Nokia flip mobile phone, earrings, a 
handbag and contents, and some carrier bags of 
brand new women’s clothes from Debenhams - 
the tags were still attached. 

Detective Constable Joanne Lewis of Bridgend 
CID said: “We would like to hear from anyone 
who may have information with regard to this 
incident. If you saw anyone behaving suspicious¬ 
ly in the area, or if you have information about 
this crime, please contact the police.” 

Contact Detective Constable Lewis at Bridgend 
CID on 01656 679518, or anonymously via 
^imestoppers on 0800 555 111. _ ^ 
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Good win for the 
Kenfig Hill firsts 
against Cwmavon 


Athletic in 
bold fightback 
to earn victory 




Centre Chris Tossell hands off. 


Back row forward Steve Gillard on the rampage. 
KENFIG HILL 
Firsts played 

Cwmavon away and 
started with a bang 
when a chip ahead 
was chased by light¬ 
ning-fast right 
winger Kyle Evans, 
who outstripped the 
home defence to 
score in the corner. 

The same ploy almost 
paid dividends minutes 
later when Cwmavon 
were saved by their short 
dead ball line. 

Cwmavon came back 
into the game when left 
winger Andrew McNeil 
followed a kick ahead 
and scored in the comer 
to level. Kenfig were 
then unlucky when out¬ 
side half Gareth Lewis 
hit the posts with a long 
range penalty. 

Kenfig Hill were the 
dominant team, cmshing 
the home scmm but 
dogged Cwmavon 
defence kept them at bay 
until centre Chris Tossell 
broke the deadlock with 
a brilliant solo effort, 
when he took the ball 
inside his own half and 
weaved his way through 
the covering defence to 
score near the posts, 

Lewis making no mis¬ 
take with the conversion. 

The rest of the half 
was a stalemate, with 
Kenfig Hill attacking and 
Cwmavon defending. 

Half time score: Kenfig 
Hill 12, Cwmavon 5. 

The home side started 
strongly in the second 
half and came close to 
the Kenfig line in a series 
of mcks and mauls, but 
the Mules defence was 
too strong, and when the 
moves turned to scrums, 

Kenfig were able to gain 
the ball each time and 
clear their lines 

Kenfig then put 
together a good passing 
move which was finished 
off by full back Raymond 
Evans with a sidestep 
and sprint to the line, 

Lewis making the con¬ 
version. 

The rest of the game 
consisted of Kenfig Hill 
attacking with at times 
some desperate but suc¬ 
cessful defending by 
Cwmavon. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 19, Cwmavon 5. 

For Kenfig Hill, Chris 
Tossell was named as 
man of the match by the 
referee, with Gareth 
Harvey also having an 
outstanding game, and 
Gareth Downes played 
well when he came on as 
a back row substitute. 

The whole Kenfig Hill 
pack played superbly, 
dominating the opposi¬ 
tion. 


SECONDS 
KENFIG HILL 
Seconds played 

Aberavon Quins 
Seconds and showed 
no sign of ring rust 
after the enforced lay 
off due to the autumn 
internationals, com¬ 
prehensively defeating 
the Quins 33-10. 

Outstanding back row 
forward Matthew Eater 
scored two tries with 
Marc Fitzgerald, Scott 
Hancock and Chris 
Jenkins scoring a try 
each; Hancock put over 
four conversions. 

Gareth Raikes stood 
out in the second row 
with Alun Brace again 
playing well at hooker. 

YOUTH TEAM 
KENFIG 
HILL/CORNELLY 


YOUTH played South 
Wales Police and lost 
38 28 in a cracking 
game of rugby. 

Kenfig Hill were let 
down by a slow start but 
fought back, finishing the 
stronger team. For 
Kenfig Hill/Cornelly, 
Gareth Evans, Adam 
Lloyd, Callum Willmott 
and Ross Cooper scored 
a try apiece, with Lloyd 
Bradley and Dan Heatley 
each putting over to con¬ 
versions. 

Lee Arrowsmith had 
an outstanding game 
with Callum Willmott 
having another good 
game. Gareth Evans 
played well when he 
came on as a substitute 
and Ross Cooper showed 
up well in the second 
row. 


GO’S 

Under-lls in 
stylish win 


PORTHCAWL 
under-lls played 
Aberdare and it was 
another convincing 
win against a big 
Rhondda outfit. 

Tries were scored by 
Harry Evans (two), Louis 
Protheroe (three), Dan 
Williams, Brandon 
Cooper and Will 
Mahoney. Conversions 
were kicked by Brandon 
Cooper. 

This was another one¬ 
sided game with the 
Green and Blacks still to 
be tested this season. 
Final score: Aberdare 0, 
Porthcawl 56. 

GAME TWO 

More of the same was 
to follow in the second 
game, with the Seaweeds 
out scoring the Black and 
Ambers by eight tries to 
one. 

Tries were scored by: 
Dan Williams (two), 
Ethan Waters, Zak 
Furness-Jones, Brandon 
Cooper, Will Mahoney 
(two) and Joe Stradling 
(two). The final score 
was Aberdare 7, 
Porthcawl 61. 

Back of the match was 


Harry Evans. Forward of 
the match was Ben 
Collins. 

NEW SHIRTS 

Porthcawl under-lls 
shirt sponsors this season 
are BEMS engineering 
and Porthcawl Charter 
Fishing. Many thanks to 
both. 

CARMARTHEN 

Carmarthen Quins 
played Porthcawl and 
this was more of a test for 
the Green and Blacks, 
with the Quins putting on 
a good performance and 
scoring a couple of tries. 

Porthcawl, though, 
were just a little too 
strong and held out for 
another win. Tougher fix¬ 
tures are to follow with 
the under-lls meeting 
Cowbridge before 
Christmas. Tries were 
scored by Brandon 
Cooper, Ben Collins and 
Louis Protheroe to secure 
the victory by 21-14. 
Conversions were by 
Brandon Cooper. 

Louis Protheroe was 
forward of the match, 
and Brandon Cooper was 
back of the match. 

IB 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 48) 

It seemed that the 
Athletic’s hopes were 
dead and buried at this 
point and the home 
announcer was clearly 
expecting Corns to go on 
and score another to earn 
a bonus point on top of 
the four points for a vic¬ 
tory that would have 
cemented them in the top 
three in the division. 

But it was from here 
that the Athletic were 
suddenly rejuvenated. 
Crisp passing by the 
backs, with an especially 
well-timed effort by 
youth product, centre 
James Olds, put Lyndsey 
McCausland clear on his 
own 22. He raced into 
the opposition half and 
stepped between 

Skidmore and covering 
centre Gbemi Fisher, 
who were left staring at 
each other on their 22m 
line in disbelief as the 
delighted wing dived 
over for an unconverted 
try. 

Corns’ problems were 
compounded when an 
injury meant they were 
reduced to 14 men as 
they had used all their 
replacements. The 
Athletic seized on this 
advantage. Williams and 
Penry-Ellis were win¬ 
ning good lineout ball 
and Mustoe and Jamie 
Doherty were carrying 
the ball to good effect. 

Corns almost sealed 
their victory but a des¬ 
perate ankle tap by 
replacement full-back 
Craig Baker on his oppo¬ 
site number denied him a 
try. 

From the lineout 5 m 
from their own line, 
Steve Lewis beat two 
men when he dummied 
to kick. He transferred 
the ball infield to Baker, 
who passed on to Leon 
Pemberton. 

The wing was now in 
his element as he had a 
broken field in front of 


him and defenders at 
sixes and sevens. His 
pace and swerve left five 
would-be ladders in his 
wake as he ran 80m for a 
spectacular try that 
Lewis converted from 
the touchline to reduce 
the deficit to only five 
points. 

The Athletic were 
now rampant as they 
drove into the home 22 
with strong prop 
Matthew Norman now 
leading the driving play. 
Corns were stretched this 
way and that before 
Lewis darted through a 
gap to score under the 
posts. The conversion 
appeared to be a formali¬ 
ty but the defence 
charged as Lewis flexed 
his knees in preparation 
and blocked the kick. 

Referee Mr Evans was 
happy to allow this to 
stand and the scores 
were deadlocked. 
Bridgend Athletic nearly 
blew it when the kick-off 
was dropped and Rhodri 
Apsee committed a high 
tackle. 

Fortunately, Corns’s 
replacement fly-half 
Codey Rees did not have 
his kicking boots on and 
failed to capitalize on 
this opportunity, and one 
which followed a minute 
later. 

A penalty allowed the 
Athletic to establish a 
foothold in Corns half 
and another penalty 
award allowed Lewis to 
step up and send the 
match winning kick over 
the posts from 45m out. 
This took his own tally 
to 16 points as the 
Athletic saw off a last 
gasp surge by Corns to 
run out unlikely but 
delighted winners. 

With the four teams 
closest to them all losing, 
the Athletic climbed to 
eighth as the series of 
return fixtures begins in 
a fortnight with a visit to 
bottom club Maesteg. 


Pencoed under-14s 
too good for Stars 


ON a cold and 
windy Sunday 
morning, Pencoed 
under-14s travelled 
to play Aberavon 
Green Stars. 

The game started off 
as 13-a-side, as the Green 
Stars didn’t have a full 
complement of players. 
Pencoed’s first try came 
after a pass from Jack 
Briggs to wing Ellis 
Griffiths. It was convert¬ 
ed by Alex King. 

Another Green Star 
player turned up, so it 
went to 14-a-side. 
Morgan Jefferies went 
over for Pencoed’s sec¬ 
ond try of the day, which 
was successfully con¬ 
verted by Christopher 
Cooper. 

Green Stars scored an 
unconverted try, which 
left the scores at 14-5 at 
the end of the first half. 

In the second half, the 
game was up to 15-a- 
side! The Green Stars 
had a bright start, scoring 


the first try, which was 
converted, only to be fol¬ 
lowed closely by Kristian 
Morgan’s first try of the 
day. 

Pencoed’s fourth try, 
again by Morgan, was 
closely followed by Ellis 
Griffiths’ second try. The 
final try came via Jason 
Clatworphy, making the 
final score 34-12 to 
Pencoed. 

Man of the match, 
chosen by the referee, 
was Daniel Maiden. 

Squad: Scott Ewing, 
Jack Briggs, James 
Merchant, Josh Maunder, 
Morgan Jefferies, 
Johnathan Clatworthy, 
Daniel Maiden, James 
Whittaker, Christopher 
Cooper, Alex King, Jamie 
Dyer, Kristian Morgan, 
Jason Clatworthy, 
Morgan Jones, Will 
Sellers, Owain Clarke, 
Joseph Watkins, Daniel 
Heiling, Ellis Griffiths 
and Liam Bowen 

JM 



ATHLETES PROSPER 
AT WELSH MEETING 


MORE than 100 athletes 
recently competed in the Welsh 
Schools Indoor 

Championships, spanning 

three age groups including five 
members of Bridgend Athletics 
Club. 

Athletes from all over Wales arrived 
at Cardiff, eager to compete in the first 
indoor combined events competition of 
the season. 

The majority of the athletes had 
entered the schools competition, which 
is used to select athletes for the SLAB 
Combined Events International in 
Glasgow, held at Kelvin Hall on 
December 4. 

The five Bridgend athletes compet¬ 
ed in the competition and all worked 
extremely hard. 

Ceri Jones (under-13G) competed in 
her first combined events quadrathon, 
which consisted of four events; the 
shot putt, 60m hurdles, long jump and 
800m. 

Ceri worked extremely hard and 
achieved personal bests in the 800m, 
60mh and the shot putt. 

Rhys Roberts (under-15B), who has 
just moved up age groups, competed in 
his first pentathlon, and with higher 
hurdles and a heavier shot putt, Rhys 
finished in sixth, gaining personal 
bests in the 800m, hurdles and shot 


putt. 

Annabel Curie and Katie Roberts, 
who are both under-15, competed in 
the Welsh Schools and the Welsh 
Athletics under-13/under-15 champi¬ 
onships. 

Both girls performed amazingly, 
with Annabel finishing in fourth place 
in the championships and sixth place in 
the schools competition. 

Annabel achieved personal bests in 
the shot putt, long jump, 60mh and 
overall pentathlon score. 

Katie, who also performed superbly, 
gained personal bests in high jump, 
long jump, 60m and her overall pen¬ 
tathlon score. 

Bridgend’s under-17 girl Lora 
Roberts competed in the under-18 
Welsh schools and the under-17 open 
competitions. 

Lora gave a sterling performance in 
the pentathlon which comprised of 
shot putt, 60mh, long jump, high jump 
and 800m, gaining personal bests in 
the 60mh, high jump and adding over 
250 points onto her previous pen¬ 
tathlon personal best. 

Lora finished first in the under-17 
open competition and second in the 
under-18 schools event, and has been 
selected to represent the Welsh Schools 
at the SIAB combined events interna¬ 
tional. 

Well done to all five athletes who all 
gave incredible performances. JR 


Plenty of tries scored in 
under-lls tournament 


BRIDGEND 

ATHLETIC 

UNDER-11 

GREENS 

A COLD but dry 
morning saw 

Bridgend Athletic 
under-11 Greens 
welcome Taibach 
and Bryncethin to 
Newbridge Fields. 

A big crowd gathered 
to witness some good 
running rugby sadly 
missing from the Welsh 
match on Friday night. 

The Ath played 
Taibach and looked men¬ 
acing, but twice ground¬ 
ed the ball short of the 
line. However, they 
weren’t to be denied, and 
it was Joe Grabham who 
went over to open the 
scoring. 

From the kick off, the 
Ath attacked again and 
this time Rhys Gamble 
took a short pass to dive 
over and increase the 
lead. Taibach then hit 
back, and some indiffer¬ 
ent tackling allowed 
them to score two tries to 
level the score. 

Forwards Jac Bassett, 
Chris Crompton, 

Matthew Hobby, Morgan 
Hughes and Joe then 
started to win some good 
ball, which gave the 
backs the opportunity to 
show their skills. Half 
backs Rhys Gamble and 
Caine Woolerton tackled 
tirelessly and called the 
shots, and Kyle Ball at 


centre made a number of 
incisive runs. 

They were well sup¬ 
ported by leuan Thomas, 
Paul Teesdale, Chris 
Matthews and Harry 
Provstgaard, and the 
Greens threatened to 
score on a number of 
occasions. 

Although the wrong 
option was occasionally 
taken, the scoreboard 
began to tick over and 
further tries were scored 
by Chris Matthews, Chris 
Crompton, Caine and Joe 
(two). Joe’s hat-trick 
was reward for a good 
loose forward’s game, 
supporting the backs and 
also putting in a number 
of tackles. 

Taibach never gave up 
and played good rugby of 
their own, running in five 
tries to make the final 
score the Ath 47, Taibach 
29. 

Man of the match 
went to Kyle Ball who 
ran and offloaded well 
throughout the game. 
BRYNCETHIN 

THE Greens’ second 
match of the morning 
was against local side 
Bryncethin. The Ath’s 
large squad allowed them 
to field almost an entirely 
different team. 

The forwards played 
well. Jack Walker, Rhys 
Durlucia, Brandon 
Burgess, Tom Zielinski 
and Matthew Hibbert 
won good ball and drove 
powerfully upfield on a 
number of occasions. 


Rhys gave a captain’s 
performance and was in 
the vanguard of these 
attacks and stormed over 
for five tries - a fine 
effort. 

Behind, the backs 
moved the ball wide and 
good runs were made by 
Callum Morgan, 

Cameron Lewis, Drew 
Cording and I wan 
Osbourne, who was play¬ 
ing at centre. 

Drew scored an excel¬ 
lent try, fielding a high 
kick and setting off on an 
arcing run to touch down 
in the comer. The Ath’s 
other tries were scored 
by Callum, Cameron and 
Caine Woolerton. 

Bryncethin also scored 
some good tries and tack¬ 
led strongly to make the 
Ath work hard for the 
win. 

The most entertaining 
moment of the morning 
came towards the end of 
the game when Lee 
tripped over a player and 
performed a backward 
somersault before land¬ 
ing on his backside in the 
mud - fortunately for 
Lee, Denise had stopped 
the videotape and his 
moment of embarrass¬ 
ment was not recorded 
for posterity. 

The final score of an 
exciting match was the 
Ath 61, Bryncethin 33. 
Man of the match was 
Drew for his individual 
try and some very good 
tackling. 

LG 
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Victory makes for 
an arresting sight! 

Police come 
out on top in 
a vital game 


r 




^ - 


r 
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Ryan Miles attempts to evade a tackle. 


South Wales Police RFC 
Ogmore Vale RFC 


29 

9 


SOUTH Wales over in the corner. Ryan 
Pnlirp wplrnmpH Miles slotted over the 

Ogmore Vale to 


angle on the touchline. 
The Police were now 


Waterton Cross for 

this vital game, and looking to attack at every 
they knew they opportunity and a great 

needed to get a solo break from outside 

much needed victo- ^arl Jones from 

within his own 22 saw 

, , • , ^ , him evading several 

From the tack off the 

Police looked to attack ogmore Vale 

and showed therr mten- - - - 


T It lit 


.1 i 


Callum Rogers holds off the Ogmore Vale defence. 

(Photographs by Gareth Davies), 


^ . r ^ . 22 to back row Gary 

non to play fast and open 

The Police continued ^ ^ ^^'aa them 9 points from the of the Vale being asked to for the whole 80 minutes, 

to win the territory battle again added the ] 3 qq^ Qf Leon Cosk. They run around the park Ogmore looked to use 

and nnened the srnrinp conversion. .^got in at the interval against the nimble and their backs and when a 

when ^n-form flanke? „ ““rmhes"' in 5isc,“ 

Jason Davies crashed r Ogmore were now The Police extended Wil Alston kicked 

phne by the Police cost raising the tempo of their their lead with a 35 yard through to score out wide 

game and using their big- penalty from centre and secure the bonus 

ger forwards to attack the Miles. The Police were point win for the Police. 

Police line. now looking dangerous Prominent for the 

The Police held firm on every occasion. Police were Chris Price, 

with brilliant defence No 8 Callum Rogers Craig Davies, Matt 

from Cory Evan, Callum was fantastic with ball in Pound and Gary Money. 

Rogers,Vernon Dladla hand and he broke This performance 

and Wil Alston. A loose through a number of showed that the Police 

pass from Ogmore saw tackles to make constant can put in good winning 

Police wing Craig yards into the Ogmore performances when they 

Chalmers intercept and 22, always crossing the work well as a team, 

go on a 70 yard run to go gain line. For the Police, Callum 

over for another Police Hooker Karl Davies Rogers put in another 
try. Miles again added also looked to attack solid man of the match 
the extra 2 points. every time he had ball in performance. 

It was now a case of hand and led by example BS 

the big, heavy forwards 




Jason Davies makes a break. 


Athletic under-lOs 
outlast Pontyclun 


BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC under- 
10s travelled to 
Pontyclun last 
Sunday week. 

Before the game 
began, there was to be a 
minute silence for 
Remembrance Day and 
also because Pontyclun’s 
youth team captain had 
died in a car accident. 
Our thoughts go out to 
this young man’s family 
and friends. 

The game was split 
into three 15-minute 
periods. The Ath made 
some good early tackles 
to keep Pontyclun out 
and worked hard to push 
towards the Pontyclun 
line. Good hands kept the 
ball alive allowing 
Thomas Anthony to 
score the first try of the 
game. This was convert¬ 
ed by Dan O’Sullivan. 

After regaining pos¬ 
session from the kick off, 
the Ath continued to 
attack and were rewarded 
with their second try 
after Teo Fillis broke 
through to score. Dan 
O’Sullivan stepped up to 
convert, taking the score 
to 14-0. 

The Ath continued to 
pressure the Pontyclun 
line but were held up by 
some good tackling. It 
wasn’t long before the 
Ath scored their third try 


after some great team¬ 
work getting to the try 
line. The ball found its 
way to Jamie Marshall 
for him to go over. Once 
again Dan O’Sullivan 
converted to make it 21- 
0 . 

Pontyclun came back, 
forcing the Ath to make 
some good tackles but 
were unable to prevent 
Pontyclun scoring in the 
corner before the end of 
the period. The try was 
converted, making it 
Bridgend Ath 21 
Pontyclun 7. 

The second period 
began with the Ath kick¬ 
ing off with a completely 
different set of players. 
Pontyclun started well, 
forcing some good tack¬ 
ling from the Ath 
defence. The Ath conced¬ 
ed a try after Pontyclun 
broke through after a 
scrum to score. The con¬ 
version was kicked to 
make the score 21-14. 

The Ath then had a 
good period of pressure, 
keeping the ball well. 
They were unable to turn 
the pressure into points, 
and Pontyclun managed 
to break and drive over to 
score. The conversion 
was missed making the 
score Bridgend Ath 21 
Pontyclun 19 at the 
break. 

The final period saw a 
strong start from the Ath 


with some good handling 
and driving which set up 
a good platform for 
Thomas Anthony to 
score. Dan O’Sullivan 
converted. More good 
work from the Ath saw 
Sam Veasey steal the ball 
well to go over for his 
second try. Once again 
Dan O’Sullivan stepped 
up to convert, making it 
42-19. 

The Ath’s next try was 
scored by Dafydd Beech, 
who intercepted well and 
went over the line. Dan 
O’Sullivan kept up his 
100 per cent kicking 
record, making it 49-19 
to the Ath. 

Pontyclun never gave 
up and were rewarded for 
their efforts after stealing 
the ball and running the 
length of the field to 
score. The try was con¬ 
verted, making the final 
score Bridgend Ath 49 
Pontyclun 26. 

Ath squad: - Louis 
King, Jack Obbard, 
Gwilym John, Toe Fillis, 
Thomas Anthony, 

Thomas Reed, Connor 
Fabian, Jamie Marshall, 
Dan O’Sullivan, Megan 
Webb,Brandyn Fooks, 
James Hermoille, Sam 
Veasey, Charles 

Creffield, Dafydd Beech, 
FFion Revill, Lance 
Burn, Jade Thomas, Josh 
Tidy 

LISA REVILL 


Joint leaders 
in ‘Six’ league 



B ATTACK head the Bridgend six-a-side 
Premier Division after battling to a 2-1 
victory over Croissants, while Inter 
Wildmill will be hoping to climb Division 
One following a hard-fought 4-2 win 
against Team Extreme with Ray Larkin 
pulling the strings. 

Premier Division 
Team Name Played Goal Diff Points 
B Attack 6 10 10 

Day Sleepers 6 6 10 

Persil Boys FC 6 13 9 

Croissants 6 10 7 

Andrew Dixon FC 6 -4 4 

Hangover Heroes 6-6 4 

The Pie Boys 6-14 2 

Blackjack 6 -15 2 

Division One 

Team Name Played Goal Diff Points 


Young Exiles 
Hardly Athletic 
Team Xtreme 
Laleston Lions 
No Tea Tonight 
Inter Wildmill 
Misfits 

Minter Phoenix 


13 

4 

4 

0 

-5 

-1 

-13 

-10 


Schools entertain 
the Ospreys’ fans 



LEFT: 
Oldcastle 
Primary enjoy 
the big match 
atmosphere at 
the Brewery 
Field. 


THE Ospreys 
marked their visit to 
Bridgend to take on 
Leicester with a fan¬ 
tastic display of 
running rugby in 
front of a crowd of 
almost 7,000 at the 
Brewery Field 
recently. 

However, they were 
not the only players to 
put on a show that 
evening, because at half 
time, schools from 
around Bridgend county 
played in a tag rugby fes¬ 
tival organised in part¬ 
nership with Bridgend 
Council’s Active Young 
People Department 
(AYPD). 

The event was not 
only an opportunity to 
celebrate the Ospreys 
first match at Bridgend 
since the region’s incep¬ 
tion, but also marked the 
10-year birthday celebra¬ 
tions of Dragon Sport, 
which still plays a vital 
role in school life and 
physical activity 

throughout Bridgend. 

Members of the AYPD 


AFTER an impres¬ 
sive performance 
last weekend, Tondu 
under-lls were 
looking to consoli¬ 
date with another 
good team display 
away to Cwmavon 
under-lls. 

The game got under¬ 
way with Tondu going 
straight on the attack. 

After some solid ruck¬ 
ing near the Cwmavon 
line, Jamie Richards 
drove over for Tondu’s 
first try. 

Soon after Garryn 
Thomas scored Tondu’s 
second try after some 
strong counter rucking. 

Tondu duly scored 
again, this time through 
Tyler Davies, who 
charged his way through 
three defenders to score. 

Cwmavon went fur¬ 
ther behind to a Ben Rich 
try, scored after a sprint 
down the wing, and 
things got worse as 
Tondu ran in a further 
five tries before half 
time. 

Josh Evans broke 
through after a strong 
run, James Mayne 
charged over to touch¬ 
down, Garryn Thomas 
notched his second from 
broken play and Ben 
Marchant picked up from 
a ruck to nip in for a try, 
before Garryn Thomas 
completed his hat trick to 
make the score 45-0 to 


teamed up with Osprey 
stalwart Steve Tandy, 
now community devel¬ 
opment officer at the 
Ospreys, to find winners 
of cluster tournaments 
hosted across Bridgend 
throughout the month of 
September. 

The reward for the 
schools was the opportu¬ 
nity to sample the big 
game atmosphere and 
follow in the footsteps of 
their heroes with a half 
time match against fel¬ 
low winners from around 
the county borough. 

The successful schools 
that took part were 
Nottage Primary of 
Porthcawl, who played 
Oldcastle Primary, while 
Ysgol Cynwyd Sant of 
Maesteg faced Pencoed 
Primary. 

Despite the dreadful 
weather on the night, the 
rain abated as the chil¬ 
dren of Bridgend gave a 
glimpse of the talent 
developing in the local 
schools under the bright 
lights of the Brewery 
Field, and in front of the 
watchful gaze of local 
support and Sky Sports 


Tondu at half time. 

Due to the absence of 
posts the tries were not 
converted. 

Cwmavon continued 
to plug away but could 
not stop Garryn Thomas 
popping up to score his 
fourth try of the game. 

Cwmavon could not 
stem the tide as Shannon 
Price collected the ball 
from a line out and 
crashed through for 
Tondu’s eleventh try, 
swiftly followed by 
Morgan David with a 
twelfth - taking advan¬ 
tage of some superb for¬ 
ward work and showing 
great strength and pace to 
go over in the comer. 

James Mayne bagged 
his second, and Tondu’s 
thirteenth, after shrug¬ 
ging off defenders to 
cross the try line. 

Ben Rich wrapped up 
the scoring with a fine 
mn from halfway, slicing 
through Cwmavon’s 
beleaguered defence to 
finish the scoring at 70-0 
to Tondu. 

Another pleasing dis¬ 
play from the Tondu 
youngsters who showed 
great commitment and 
continued to plug away 
even when the game was 
effectively won early on. 

As ever, a credit to 
their parents, their coach¬ 
es and themselves; many 
thanks to Mel for keep¬ 
ing score! 

DM 


cameras. 

Hopefully the thrill of 
being in front of such 
excellent support will 
inspire them to follow in 
the footsteps of other 
local young talents such 
as Rhys Webb, Tom 
Prydie and Gareth Owen, 
all now wearing the 
Ospreys jersey. 

For the Active Young 
People Department, it all 
helps in encouraging the 
development of an active 
and healthy Bridgend. 

Penalty 

try 

clinches 
under- 
ids’ win 

TONDU under-14s 
travelled to 

Abercrave and were 
on the score board 
first through a well- 
taken penalty kick 
by Rhydian 

Jenkins. 

The Tondu forwards 
competed well, with 
Lloyd Webb and Rhydian 
Jenkins breaking the gain 
line on several occasions 
and creating good targets 
for the Tondu forwards. 

The scrummage area 
was extremely competi¬ 
tive. It was from this 
phase that Abercrave 
took the lead. The ball 
was distributed to the 
blindside where an over¬ 
lap position was manu¬ 
factured. The Abercrave 
centre had the pace to mn 
in to the corner from 45 
metres. This try was 
unconverted. 

Great tackling by 
Harrison Evans near the 
corner flag prevented 
another Abercrave try. 

Following a long peri¬ 
od of Tondu possession 
near the Abercrave line, 
Sam Jarvis mmbled over 
to finish a fine forward 
driving maul. This try 
was unconverted. 

Tondu finally put pres¬ 
sure into points. Cole 
Lewis and Joe Jones 
combined well to pro¬ 
duce another Tondu 
score. 

Cole ran down the 
blindside touchline from 
a mck. He offloaded to 
the supporting Joe, who 
was tackled illegally in 
process of scoring at the 
corner. The official had 
no hesitation in awarding 
the penalty try, which 
was converted by 
Harrison Evans. 

This was fine display 
for Tondu in this tricky 
away fixture. 

Final score: 

Abercrave 5, Tondu 15. 

EJ 


Tondu under-lls 
are too strong 


Tondu under-lls 

70 

Cwmavon under-lls 

0 
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Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
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FREE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 
/ Oommllc 4 Commmvl 
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/ 12 Month GtOTNOM / 
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CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


ONEVISINMD 


01656 349 281 


solar create the mood... 


30% OFF 
AUTUMN 
SPECIALS 


■ ’ m 


~;r~ 






Wall Mownlad Nistallatkm Soeclallsti • WWt our wobolto lor oxai plot 

wrww.ontvislonlld.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

ML AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES - - 

****** DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS I^OHD 

sky»o 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Instaiied 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tei:Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering aii areas 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) V 



BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
WINDOW FILM 

@ DAYTONA 

AWNINGS 
WINDOW FILM 


"S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Paimerston Road, BARRY 


^ 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ^monthly 
North Road, Bridgend ind. Est, BRiDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

finterest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

Bp • Additional TV Points 

- * Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 



CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

(NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfeet Alignment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount SpeeiaHsts 

• Freesat/Sl^ Installation 
& Servieing 

• Domestie & Commereial 


fiMsMhCl 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Sendee 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 

<kF*G3 S 


CHRISTMAS 

BUNDS SALE 

Vcrticaliv Romans. Rollers and more 

FREE moAUirinq ^. -V 
FREE httinq ^ Tv 

FOI VOW FME NMf ItSfT CAU TOMV 

0800 916 6563 

wn8rw.hlUarys.co.uli ___ 


^ i' IV ^ 

50 % 


Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 


Call: 01446 774 484 

The OEM 



Digital Aerials 


Scfppiaer S Ir^^sKer ^ 


»U' 'im BiitWEMi 

V| ' " ' 

RING FOR LATEST SKT OFFERS 




Caliauwaow-FRKPMNE 

08081261852 


©0 

Aerials 


Digital Aerial Specialjst^J 
Supplied a Rned 
FREE 

• Qualified 

Engine^' 

• 12 Tinrlh 

CuafBriee on wo 

- Discounts Icr OAP 


01446 439 327 



s 



^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
~ ^ Affordable Prices 
H ^ Reliable Service 
O ^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


aQD(«]TciQacpijaai;^ 


VALE BLINDSw^iesiLM. 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


^ Why not wish your 
. customers a ^ ^ 
^ Merry Christmas ^ 
^ by using 

Xhe OEM 

For more information call: 
01446 774484 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 IBQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 
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B. W. Construction 
ond Property Maintenance 


> GENERAL BUILDING 

• CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

• KITCHEN FiniNG 

• PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PAROS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 

01446 713814 07742 572731 


Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ Barry 

742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

»Fibreglass Flat Roofs 
Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


RJ.T 

-MASTERING 
GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 





‘Start Afresh’ 

FOR ALL YOUR 
CLEANING SOLUTIONS 

From end of tenancy cleans to new builds. 

Call Louise Lewis - Cleaning Specialist 

Tel: 01446 790384 
Mobile: 07964 179473 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering CommerciaC 

01446 771137 '' & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


m 


PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 


C' 


Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 



If its wood- 
we're very 


Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 


DIALA 

CARPENTER 


No job too big or too small 
OVER 20 YRSEXP. 


From Door Hanging to 
Fitted Kitchens! 


07788 455656 
01446 719500 


Specialists in 

all aspects of a./(a^a.//(Fe'/(a/fce' 

pvc-u Windows, Doors and Conservatories. 
Also available Repairs and maintenance 
Guardian Locksmith Qualified. 

For your free estimates, call 

01656 788403 W 
07966 025287 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME? 

Visit our brand new showroom now open 
Sam - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 





Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up toll 

£295.00 " 

off your 
fuel bills 


Free Vertical Blinds and 
Beat the VAT Rise with 
all full house windows 
and doors fitted 
before Christmas 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £4,500 
ALL IN 


?®COQg)tlOli(3I 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Computer Problems? 

W E FIX THEM 

"a-yatol-lt* 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


• UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations, 

• Windows Misted Up? 

• Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 


JVQWi" " 

APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
81 MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

0791 808 48 80. 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Bevelled Front Doors £499 I 

Beat the VAT Rise. Get it fitted before Christmas 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 inc. free back door 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £4495 _ 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
Christmas come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon gas filled energy windows when 
you order this month only - So order NOW! 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 648464 

www.mpnwindows.com 


UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS ■ Established 1994 (2009/2010 Award Winners) 
Showroom at 10 Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF3I 3HL 


Open 9am - 9pm 7 days a w 


*Tenns & Conditions apply ^ 



HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 




STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* TVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


ivfiMfoMr ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 






1st CHOICE I ■. 

CLEANING SERVICES I Vinyl Fitting 

Service 


• Clean/Sanilise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One priee - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


8 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
DoT, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


Call: 

01446 

774484 

Xlie 

OEM 


CALL TIM JENKINS ON 


07788 714352 
01446 750331 




r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 

11446 795520 
07891 768151/ ^ 


First Class Painter I 

and Decorator 


VRLE CARPETS 

(ffcinfiet 

tdidt corner to^ yacc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



ID.GULLIVER 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07800 652608 


3acr“a^© 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




Washing Machines Electric 
_ Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in youi'own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


LECTRICAL SERVICES 

ndrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

Reliable, Qualified Service 
Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQJQBTQQ SMALL 

email: ooelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Domestic 
' ■ I Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 



LAING Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc ^ 


K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est. 1978 

Bridgend 650723 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, November 25th, 2010 



Many of our advertisers hove used The GEM for years. 
This speaks volumes. Some ore lucky enough to hove 
o great response within weeks, and some otter 
placing just one advert... 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 774484 


^ T1SI!MQM!AL 

----— 

testimonial 

testimonial 

Ok ‘Start Afresh 

OeaningSemces 

1 received lots of . -Q^verted into 6 jobs 

Major and Barry whtc _con printed 

aaTM SW.-a new bus,ness. 
LOUISE LEWIS 

Tel. 07964 179 473 

iSpot On]\ 

1 'cleaning Co. 1 

Advertising with 
has Droved to be most 
succes?fui in the promotion 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

Tel. 07854 148 236 

1 have been running my advert 
consistentiy for a numb^ o 
..pars and wouid recorrimen 

The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW Constructiom^^^^^^^ 






H 

1 

N) GARDEN & 

Landscaping 

L SERVICES 

iL'iLr;!.' 

/■- 

M 1-.:: l t/'L- 

IV?': a;; Tp*' 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 






m T in Garden & 

Property 
Maintenance 
For your property & garden needs 
Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 
Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 
Internal & External Painting & Decorating 
• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 
SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 


i Conipiete G^deia Serdces| 

^ FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES ^ 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 



HGS 

LANDSCAPES 


01446 

794266 

• LAWNS 

• PATIOS/PAVING 

• FENCING/DECKING 



CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 




24 HR DOMESTIC 

Bridge 

Vme V 

Trs Servibs' 


PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 

01446 740176 * 07876 506982 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 

SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



JX'flumriiRi} 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

.a Dim V 

0\44A*t|fTl 

9m 





S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING /| 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M P 07815 09799424hrs,or01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 [] 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Seryic^ 



C BACON PLUMBING 
& HEATING SERVICES 

Mobile; 07889 514321 
Telephone: 01446 790179 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 




J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED < 


All aspects of floor 
and wall tiling 
Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WCs sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 iC 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insurecf 



□ B.R.H. 1 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 


Call Mobile 07768 367298 
01446 461994 or 01656 657438 


07507 
994905 
01446 
420979 

PLASTERING 

Specialist 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 



02920 710039 
07968 0568 ^ 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 




stetintf M«r muiiid 


iMtf VmOmfm/nmmMngm 
nmt Go m nn g SpmrimtUmtm 



Roofing 

specialists 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 


We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 


www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Silvey Roofing 

New Roofs/Repairs 

B UPVC Guttering & Fascias fife 
FREE ESTIMATES Q 

■I Tel: 01446 404838 M 
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ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspeets of uPVC 
guttering, faseias, 
downpipes, ete. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainanee 
work earned out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk^ 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Serviee 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 @) 

(after 6pm) (anytime) certified 



'CS[b[b 3 a[lii 


ara 



INSTi 

SKIP HI 

Mini, Midi & Laj^a^Bui 
Delivered and Collected 
O Fully Licensed Waste Carrier (cb/jp3897bx) O 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

LOCAL BARRY SKIP COMPANY 

a SI Tel: 01446 421071 


^^^ScrapMei^ 

WE BUY: 

• COPPER • CARS 

• BRASS • VANS 

• LEAD • LORRIES 

• STAINLESS • ALL SCRAP 

• ALUMINIUM METAL 

• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 

CALL: 01446 701707 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 



Fast & Reliable 
Anything from 
Grocery Shopping 
to Dog Walking 
Whatever you need 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 
old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 


Sail© 


Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01656 784194 
Mobile 07815 861864 



Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 39 





ARE YOU A GOOD 

ORGANISER? ••••• 

WOULD YOU LIKE BIS 

TO WORK WITH 
YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER? 

We require reliable energetic adults 
with transport and telephone, to act as 
local DISTRIBUTION AGENTS for 
The Glamorgan Gem in Llantwit Major. 

PART TIME 

AVERAGE 5 - 8 HOURS A WEEK 

Duties include dispersing bulk supplies of 
newspapers and leaflets to local addresses, 
assisting with the recruitment of Distributors 
and investigating queries. This worthwhile 
part time position will occupy an average of 
5-8 hours each week, depending on the size 
of your allocated area. 

COULD YOU USE ADDITIONAL 
REGULAR WEEKLY INCOME ? 

Please ring our head office on: 
01202 670999 
alternatively e-mail: 

recruiting@thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 


Cleaner 

Required 

Part Time 
Llansannor 

Telephone: 
01446 772521 


LIve-ln Carer/ 
Companion 

required for elderly 
lady in Cowbridge. 
Good wage. 

Own bedroom, 
sitting room, garden. 
For further details, 
write to: 

The Glamorgan GEM, 
Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL 

Quoting Box 1 


P®(IICQ(d 


FOUND 

In Pontypridd Road 
area of Barry 

Large White Cat 

with black markings, 
lovely nature. 

Please contact 
01446 404353 


cowbiiclge-loday.co.uk 

llantwil-major-loday.co.uk| 


bndgen(lloday.co.uk 



23 CARNYR EBOL 
PENCOEDTRE, BARRY CF63 I EH 

We act on behalf of the 
mortgagees in possession and 
they are in respect of an offer 
of £140,500 subject to contract 
for the above property. 
Anyone wishing to place a 
higher offer must do so before 
legal exchange of contracts. 

PRIORY ESTATES 
106 Broad Street, Bart 7 , CF62 7AJ 
Tel: 01446 744750 


Chris Davies Estate Agents 
are now in receipt of an offer of 

£90,000 for 
1 ALLEN COURT, 
BOVERTON, CF61 2LN. 

Anyone wishing to place an offer 
on the property should contact 
Chris Davies Estate Agent, 
Heritage House, East Street, 
Llantwit Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan CE61 IXY. 

Tel: 01446 792020 before 
exchange of contracts. 


ADVERTISE HERE for up to 4 

weeks for 50p a word plus VAT. 
To take advantage of this offer 
simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque 
for the appropriate amount 
made payable to “The 
Glamorgan Gem” at The Gem, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your wording 
by 12 noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. Sorry 
no refunds are given. 

3FT DIVAN and mattress 
£20. Fold-up bed and 
mattress, new £30. Tel: 


01446 742772. (48) 

WHITE STEEL BATH All 

attachments, very good 
condition £50. Tel: 01446 
794268. (48) 

BERGERE SOFA 

Attractive large G-Plan 3- 
seater in antique gold 
draylon, £99. Tel: 01446 
795754. (48) 

IKEA Epedit white book 
case £30. Ikea Fredrick 
work station, birch 
effect/silver £30. Ikea 
Meldal day bed £40. Tel: 
01446 795386. (48) 
TROPICAL AQUARIUM 
36” long with cabinet, fish 
and accessories £80 one. 


FOR SALE 




» U n— Mth Jtiwtn Itil 

79 EASTGATE, 
COWBRIDGE 



Cdniaci Mark Hirons 

[WlROf<S~ 


n 


Tel: 029 
YAPP 1 2038 8988 


MOfKiAry 


Email: mhirons^limf.co.uk 


Rooms available in 
shared house 

BARRYTOWN 
CENTRE 

Starting from 

£55 per week 
DSS accepted. 
Tel: 07896 013563 


STATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

105% PX - up or down 
Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,00 
You get £50,000 cash 
Tel: 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


HOfUStl 
^TO LET ^ 

in Gladstone 
School area 
Lombard Street, 

Barry 3 Bedrooms 

£600pcni 
07966 223184 


Small Starter 
Industrial Units 
For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


Tel: 01656 784107. (48) 
BRITAX Children’s car 
seat. Aged up to 4 years, 
excellent condition £60. Tel: 
01446 748801.(48) 

MODEL TRAIN SET 00 5 
engines, carriages, trucks, 
rail etc. Twin gaugemaster 
£270 cash as seen. Tel: 
01443 226225.(48) 
ARMCHAIR Beige leather, 
wooden trim. 

Rocking/swivel, footrest. 
Excellent condition £40 
ono. Tel: 01446 404590. 
(48) 

ACORN STAIRLIFT Never 
used. Fits straight staircase. 
Price includes delivery and 
fitting by Acorn engineer. 
Only £950, includes 3 
month manufacturer’s 
warranty. Tel: 01446 
793954. (47) 

CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN Silver coloured 
metal bed. King size, frame 
only. Buyer collect £85. Tel: 
01446 750963. (47) 

DARK OAK Refectory table 
£150.6 chairs Inc 2 carvers, 
green leather £150. Dresser 
£250. Gate leg table £50. 
Oak framed mirror £50. Tel: 
02920 522848. (47) 

PINE BED 5’ £50. Plus 
other furniture. Tel: 01446 
773113. (47) 

FLORAL CURTAINS Lined 
72” width, 90” drop. As new, 
cost £100. Sell £50. Tel: 
01446 405192.(47) 
EXPANDABLE SUITCASE 
Navy, size 26”x18” approx 
£10 ono. Highbacked 
computer chair, burgundy 
£15 ono. Tel: 01446 
746627. (47) 

COMPLETE KITCHEN In 

oak £500. Call for more 
information. Tel: 01656 
662836. (47) 

PINE DRESSER 2 door 
with glass display 
cupboards, 2’6” wide £60. 
Ducal pine table with 2 
drawers, 3’ wide £20. Tel: 
01446 781272.(47) 

2x2 SEATER SOFAS plus 
large foot stool. One year 
old. Cost £1,000, sell for 
£350. Tel: 01446 792182. 
(46) 

WOODEN TABLE and 4 

chairs £30. Mothercare cot, 
beech finish £25. Terracotta 
2 seater sofa £30. Ikea side 
unit, white wood drawers 
and cupboards, pine top 
£35. Tel: 01446 760417 or 
07967 444357. (46) 

2X2 SEATER SETTEES 
Black leather, as new £150 
pair. Golf clubs, bag and 
stand £80. Tel: 07780 
856964. (46) 

SHOWER UNIT Free 
standing corner with power 
jets, hardly used £100 ono. 
Tel: 01656 782861.(46) 
ELECTRIC GUITAR Black 
Marlin Bluesin. VGC, £75 
ono. Tel: 01446 771982. 
(46) 

6 CHAIRS &1 TABLE 

Christmas Dining Seating 
Solved: Inc. 2 carvers, 


matching rectangular dark 
oak table, good condition 
£140. Corner display unit, 
dark wood £15. Welsh 
dresser and base, dark 
wood £40. Tel: 01656 
749935. (46) 

2006 iCANDY Travel 
system, carry cot, stroller, 
car seat attachments, 
raincovers £150. Tel: 01656 
654261. (46) 

PIANO Excellent condition, 
tuned recently £220. Buyer 
collects. Tel: 01446 710573. 

(46) 

VIBROSTATION Pro 

training plate, 18 months 
old, never used. Cost £900. 
As new. Offers. Birdcage, 
white on stand, hardly used, 
as new. Offers. Tel: 01446 
407354. (46) 

VERY LARGE Chesterfield 
settee in black, good 
condition £150. Tel: 02920 
514742 or 07742 297018. 
(46) 

GIRLS PINK BIKE 4-6 

years. Cost £85, sell £25. 
Good condition. Tel: 07561 
594773. (46) 

LARGE George Foreman 
grill £25. Breville juice 
extractor £25. Almost new. 
Tel: 01656 788787. (46) 
LARGE DOG KENNEL 
Sturdy outdoor 

construction. Good 

condition £70. Tel: 01656 
749935. (46) 

THREE PIECE SUITE 

Blue/gold patterned. £120 
ono. Good condition. Tel: 
01446 410747. (45) 
QUALITY CURTAINS. Two 
curtains each 10ft width by 
7ft 1” drop, mustard in 
colour. Four x 5ft 4” width by 
70 drop, floral pattern. All 
fully lined. Excellent 
condition. Reasonably 
priced .Tel: 01446 413150. 
(45) 

SHQWER CABINET & 
BASIN Gold colour, good 
condition, bargain £150. 
Tel: 01446 701277. (45) 
QNE EASY CHAIR Ikea 
Poang. Excellent condition, 
new £85 each, will sell both 
for £50. Tel: 01446 774574. 
(45) 

WASH HAND BASIN 

Pedestal, toilet high level 
£25 ono. Tel: 01446 
733754. (45) 

BUNK BEDS Quality pine, 
spring mattresses £60 ono. 
Tel: 01446 736828. (45) 
LADIES BILLABQNG Ski 
clothing. Size 10/12, 
excellent condition. Offers 
considered. Tel: 01446 
771982. (45) 

EX-MASKREYS Marble 
dining table and 6 high- 
backed beech chairs. Good 
condition £300. Tel: 01656 
646147. (45) 

MASKREYS Cream leather 
two seater sofa & chair 
£250 ono. Boys 25” wheel 
mountain bike £30. Both 
excellent condition. Tel: 
07899 946977. (45) 


'mL&lU© ■ 


■ sail® ■ 



NOTICE or CONTIRMATION OF PU0UC PATH ORDER 
SECTION lie ISGHNIAYS ACT 1960 

THE VALE Of OLAMOROAN COUNCIL 
IRUBUC FOOTPATH NOS 14 4 30 PENOOYLANI 
0FVtR$A>N ONOf R 2016 

09 tm yir ^ Ne m rt w 20V fw of Cet#ctf oor^rrwj 

Otter 

of Onteraooar^^TMtf foctpofi U r*9«i 

ttm aftgawt Id tto A-C-f-GC m aHmtn or tea rrwp and 

i.i4c f oolpate X Pvtda|far Kan tt« &0 Id tea ^»aiar« aa 

i »oari or tea c^tmt rr»p 

Aoqpif of c o f 4 arad Gnter and Onter raao rnvt ta aaaa m tea taA/o 

ftaa^dtanga b a te naar 9 Oterr and 4OCpai orawaMafa fxwr 23 tteraatiD 3Ot0 
laafi B .MrtDrf 2Q1f CapDa of tea Qidar mV raap awy fca hana te a pr>j 

^£4S 

0 7.^904 aarraa rao tea >9* of >010 tea f at* > 

^ Qndar cteaaaa or ttmt cf anf proaiMan 

oKtaawn te I ca g»a«vc ttm K • rvt aita i taa paaia ra of tea 
M VK m araariterl er sa tea ar».r« teat anf ramMmrmri at ttm Aet or mrtf 
nmaaPart rmtm undar 1 ttaa m tavi aarpiad arte h «a«a 3 a to dv Qndar rta' 
atm rvtf mdar p aragrap te 2 ^ SefaKiia 2 ta t*a Act as tePNad fey p D teteM ’ 3 af 
3c^sciia4lDl^a Act mttmO anateaftantea 2V daycFtecraDTt a a 3I3>3 raaSa an 
Id tea teffiCaa**. 

OMacter at Kaotearmantal 4 Icortaaata teagaaaaadan 
OaePa Oltecaa. Sitewaiir Noad Barry . CfBSIIIT 


2001 Volvo 
V70 Estate 

Dealer serviced, FSH, 
taxed, 10 months MOT, 
140k, Red, black interior, 
excellent condition. 

£2,650 ono 
01446 75028347 


2000 W Reg 
ROVER 45 1.4 

5-Dr Hatch 

New cam belt, MOT Nov 
2011, tax Feb 2011. 
Excellent condition, 
economical, low mileage. 

£499 

07879 065331 47 

06 Mercedes Benz 
A150 SE Lux 
3-Dr Hatch 

Black, petrol, MOT June 
2011, very good condition, 
FSH, 49,000 miles, E/W, CD, 
central locking, lady owner. 

£5,495 ono 

077177 61465 48 


04 

Ford KA 

1298CC, metallic black, 
electric windows, PAS, 
air con, long mot - 1 - tax, 
excellent condition, one 
previous owner. 

£2,150 ono 
07971 185146, 

Landrover 

Discovery 

Metallic Blue, 2.5 Turbo Diesel, 
5 Door, 7 Seats, 1992, PAS, cd, 
Long MOT, Tax’d 

£995 

01446 794279 
07570 931 487 46 

51 

Toyota 

Corrolla 

5 door, silver, 1 year 
mot, 6 months tax, in 
very good condition. 

£2,000 ono 
01446 751066 ,, 


WReq 

Mitsubishi 

Carisma 

Hatchback, 5 Door, new 
MOT, well maintained, air 
con, PAS, 72,000 miles. 

£795 

01446 795021 or 
07976 874741 45 


N Mazda 
Bongo 

4 door (Auto), in silver, 
6 months tax, 6 months 
mot, good condition 

£3,000 ono 

01446 751066 


2009 Delta 
Primero 6-Berth 
Caravan 

Sited at Trecco Bay 

£9,950 

Offers considered 
02920 886469 
07765 131786 47 


Oeadline for Motor Cars is 12 noon on Tuesday 
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VALE OF GLAMOROAN COUNCIL 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) 

ACT 1976 
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CYNOOR BRO MORGANNWG 
DEDOF LLYWODRAETH LEOL 
(DARPARIAETHAU AMRYWIOL) 
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LICENSING ACT 2003 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR THE GRANT OF 
A PREMISES LICENCE 

Name of applicant or club 
One Stop Stores Ltd 
Postal address of premises 
One Stop, Broad Street, 
Barry, CF62 7AJ 
Licensable Activities 
SUPPLY OF ALCOHOL for 
consumption off the 
premises. Monday to Sunday: 
0600 hrs to 2300 hrs 
STORE OPENING HOURS: 
0600 hrs to 2300 hrs 
Any person wishing to make 
representations to this 
application may do so by writing 
to The Licensing Team, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, Barry 
CF63 4RU not later than 28 
days after the date of this notice 
(as below). Representations 
received after this date will not 
be considered. A copy of the 
application can be viewed at the 
Licensing Authority’s address 
during normal office hours. 
Deadline for representations 
10th December 2010. It is an 
offence knowingly or recklessly 
to make a false statement or 
representation in connection 
with an application and the 
maximum fine which a person is 
liable on summary conviction for 
the offence is £5000. 


llaiiM-major-to(lay.co.ukJ 

poitlicawl-to(iay.co.yl( 


GEM Family Notices 





Happy 9th 

» Birthday ifi 

. with love 

) from Victoria 
and all your 
III friends at 

I YBontFaenX , 


3 HAPPY 13th BIRTHDAY • HAPPY 13th BIRTHDAY P 


HAPPY 13TH BIRTHDAY 

EMMA 
GEORGE 


November 29th 
Congratulations on 
becoming a teenager! 
All my love, Nan 

XXX 


H !,PPY 13th BIRTHDAY • HAPPY 13th BIRTHD IY 


We love you very 
much, from Mum, 
Joe and Nanny 

XTOC 




Lynette 

Williams 

Congratulations 

‘Princess’ 

on your graduation 
from Chester 
University, gaming your 
BA, and making it such 
a proud day! 

Love Mum and Dad 


On behalf of 

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Llantwit Major 

We would like to thank 

IL VESUVIO RESTAURANT 

Llantwit Major 

for allowing us to use their restaurant 
as a venue for our 12 week course of 

‘Christianity Explored’ 

We were blessed over those weeks, and 
we pray that they will be blessed also. 
Jodie, Phillip, David and Eunice 



<CI l^Gm3 0g7 




Bradley-Meerwald 

nee Chambers 

Rozalind Gwen 

Suddenly on November 20, at her home in 
Llantwit Major, Roz. Resting at the Private Funeral 
Home of W James & Sons, Fonmon. 
Funeral Monday November 29, service and 
cremation 2.45pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. No flowers by request. 


Melanie 

Happy 18th 
Birthday 

Our beautiful 
and talented girl. 

Love always^ 
Mum, Dad and 
Harry, xxx 



HORNE 
Edwin Thomas 

Peacefully on the 15th November 2010, 
Edwin of Llantwit Major. 

Dearly loved Husband of the late Dorothy, Father of 
David and Rosemary, Grandad of Gareth, Sian, Aled 
and Rhianwen, and Great Grandad to Ethan. 
Funeral service on Monday 29th November in 
St.illtud’s Church, Llantwit Major at 1.15pm. 
Family flowers only, but donations may be made to 
Help for Heroes (cheques only) c/o W.A.Brown & Son, 
College Street, Llantwit Major. 


W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

Pembroke House, 

.vv™™ College Street 



Congratulations 

Tristan & 
Vanning (francis) 

on the birth of handsome little 

Vincent Robert Lei 

on 20th Nov 2010 


With much love from Mum & Dad 
(Auue & Rob), Nathau, Hauuah & Libby, 
Aarou & Julia, Jotham & Heleue, 
Nau & Graudad (Faith & Glyu). 


In memory of 

Maurice Dwek 


Died suddenly at home on November 22, 2010, aged 
82 years. Devoted husband, father and grandfather. 
Funeral service on Wednesday December 1 at Holy 
Cross at 1.30pm, followed by private interment. 
All enquiries to William James and Sons Funeral 
Directors, tel: 01446 710096. 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


SEND IN YOUR BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY OR CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE. 

IT COSTS FROM AS LIHLE AS £20 PLUS VAT. 

CALL THE GEM ON 01446 774484 OR GEMSALES@INTERNET-TODAY.CO.UK 


baiTy-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


Glamorgan 
GEM Websites 

News, Sport, 

Letters, Features, Whafs On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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Care workers honoured at prestigious event 


Cardiff City Hall was the venue for 

this year’s Wales Care Awards 2010 

presentations and local people were 
prominent among the prizewinners. 

Keri wins award 
- at a canter! 

A FORMER stablegirl from Barry, Keri 
Llewellyn, received a bronze award at 
the Wales Care Awards presentation 
ceremony. 

She had been nominated in the category for lead¬ 
ership and management in supported living care, 
sponsored by Christie and Co. 

Last year Keri, who is manager of the Barry and 
Cardiff branches of All Care (South Wales) Ltd, 
attended the ceremony to support colleagues who 
had been nominated, but this time she found herself 
in the limelight. 

She has worked in the care sector for about 18 
years, including some time as manager of the 
home, but enjoys concentrating on the community- 
based work. 

Keri (40), was nominated for the award by her 
manager Emma James. Emma said that Keri 
worked hard to raise the profile of the domiciliary 
care sector and to ensure that staff gained as many 
qualifications as possible to that clients received a 
high standard of care. 



ABOVE: Kerri Llewellyn 


Melissa’s well- 
earned bronze 



ABOVE: Melissa Phillips. 


MELISSA PHILLIPS of Barry, was 
among the winners at the Wales Care 
Awards, organised by Care Forum 
Wales, to highlight exceptional work in 
the care profession. 

Melissa won a bronze award in the category for 
Residential Care Practitioners, sponsored by 
Barchester Healthcare. 

Born and brought up in Barry, Melissa is a senior 
nursing assistant at College Eields Nursing Home. 
She formerly worked as a clerical assistant and first 
visited College Eields when her mother, for whom 
she had been caring, moved to live there. 

Despite suffering from a back problem, which 
leaves her in constant pain, one of Melissa’s main 
interests is gardening, and with deputy matron Ann 
Gore, she set about creating a magnificent garden at 
College Eields, which regularly wins awards in the 
Vale of Glamorgan Vale in Bloom competition. 

Ann Gore, who supported her nomination, said 
that Melissa helped to involve the residents 
throughout, from buying plants in the garden centre 
to planting - and eating the rhubarb tart. 


Gordon is the 
top newcomer 

A BARRY man who was made redun¬ 
dant last year from his job as a carpen¬ 
ter, won the coveted title of ‘Exceptional 
Newcomer’ at the Wales Care Awards, 
sponsored by Barclays Commercial, 
receiving a gold award. 

Gordon Black (37), works for Greenbanks 
Homecare (Wales) Ltd at Barry. Despite being in 
the job for only just over a year, he’s proved so 
adept in his role that he’s become a team 
leader. 

When he was made redundant in the building 
industry, he discovered that jobs for carers were 
about the only ones on offer. He visits about 30 
homes, mostly in Barry and Penarth, helping 
and reassuring. 

“When I make a cup of tea and see a smile on 
a face that’s good enough for me. There’s noth¬ 
ing better than that,” added Gordon, of Barry, a 
Scotsman and father of a five-year-old daughter. 

His nomination was requested by his manag¬ 
er, co-ordinators and some of his colleagues. 



ABOVE: Gordon Black. 


Barry’s Rachel, 
matron with a 
golden touch! 



ABOVE: Rachel Kemp. 


A BARRY woman has been named as 
‘nurse of the year’ - and she has a gold 
award to prove it. 

The top accolade went to Rachel Kemp in the 
glittering Care event at Cardiff City Hall. 

Her category was sponsored by Southern Cross 
Healthcare. Mrs Kemp’s mantra is providing digni¬ 
ty and compassion for those with terminal illness 
who are in her care. 

Since 1994, Mrs Kemp has been matron of 
College Eields, a 68-bed palliative care nursing 
home at Barry. She has an impressive nursing back¬ 
ground, training in the then South Glamorgan hos¬ 
pital and working in elderly care wards before 
becoming a sister at Cardiff Royal Infirmary. 

She also served in the wounds rehabilitation unit 
at the University College of Medicine, Cardiff. 

The nursing home is owned by her husband 
Michael, a chartered surveyor, and there is a staff 
of 92. 

Members of staff at College Eields and other 
homes backed the recommendation that Mrs Kemp 
be honoured. They say she has an uncanny knack 
of understanding the trauma of families and in 
helping them come to terms with their situation. 


Penarth Computer Club update 

DISC DEVELOPMENT 


AT a recent meeting of 
Penarth Computer Club 
on backing up files, we 
discussed what to protect 
and how to do it, so that 
we would not lose any pre¬ 
cious documents or pic¬ 
tures. 

We marvelled at the way in 
which our storage options had 
improved over the years. The 
cost of storage has reduced at an 
amazing pace, such that it should 
no longer be an obstacle to mak¬ 
ing frequent and numerous 
copies of files in order to sure 
that files are safe. 

Eloppy discs were originally 
introduced in the early 1970s. 
They were eight inches wide and 
thin enough to be floppy, hence 
the name. 

They were supplanted in the 
late 1970s by five inch floppies 
and these in turn were replaced 
by 1987 by a popular, pocket 
sized, three inch version that 
wasn’t really floppy, because it 
had a stiffer, plastic sleeve, but 
known as a floppy just the same. 

There was no quick switch¬ 
over from one to another and a 
variety of short-lived or spe¬ 
cialised alternatives with differ¬ 
ing capacities came and went 
along the way. 


The three inch floppy lasted 
longest in the Double Density 
version with a capacity of 1.44 
Megabites (MB). It is (just 
about) still around today. 

It is honoured by being pic¬ 
tured in the icon for the Save 
button on many tool bars. 

The information on a floppy is 
stored magnetically onto the disc 
material. Eor backing up data, 
one would often have to use sets 
of floppies to hold all the infor¬ 
mation. 

1982 also saw the introduction 
of CDs (Compact Disc) into gen¬ 
eral use for storing and playing 
music. In a few years it was 
adopted for storing computer 
data. Its typical capacity is 
700MB (equivalent to over 450 
floppies). 

The CD data is stored as a 
physical code of pits and flats. 
The higher capacity of the CD 
started to erode the usefulness of 
the floppy for storage as the 
number of floppies required for 
back-up grew as files became 
larger and more numerous. 

By 1995, technology devel¬ 
oped the DVD (Digital Versatile 
Disc) with a storage capacity of 
4.7 GB (over 3000 floppies) on a 
single side or layer. 

In recent years, external hard 
disc drives have been increasing 


their capacity and reducing their 
cost. A 1TB drive can be bought 
for under £50. 

Its capacity is approaching 
that of 700,000 floppies. 

Consider storing the sheer bulk 
of so many floppies and keeping 
them in order. 

At their cheapest floppies cost 
about 30p each, (or about 
£208,000 per TB!) How things 
have moved on! 

Eloppies are now so out-of- 
date that new computers do not 
come with a floppy drive, but 
instead have DVD drives and 
USB ports. 

USB flash drives are getting 
bigger and cheaper as well. A 
2GB flash drive costs under £10 
(replacing, 1300 floppies or 
£400!) 

As we move from one type of 
store medium to another, we 
must remember not to leave our 
back-ups on a medium we no 
longer have the hardware to read. 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday, December 14 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, Victoria 
Square, Penarth 7.30 for 8.00pm 
.It will be a social evening with 
Chips and Chats after a fun quiz 
by Mike. Visitors welcome. 

For more information, tele¬ 
phone me on 029 20708439. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


Local police officers attend 
mosque festival in Barry 



MUSLIMS in the 
Vale celebrated Eid 
al-Adha (Festival of 
Sacrifice) on 

November 16 - the 
concluding act of a 
pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

As part of the day’s 
celebrations, Muslims 
attended the Mosque on 
Holton Road, Barry, and 
were joined by the com- 


ABOVE: Pictured at Barry Mosque are 
Sergeant Bernard Sullivan, Imam of the 
Mosque Maulana Arif Hansrod, 
Superintendent Jay Dave, Rashid Jeebhai, 
Sufyan Ullah and Moawia Bin-Sufyan, a mem¬ 
ber of the South Wales Police Authority. 
mander of the Vale new role. Chief 
police. Superintendent Constable Peter 

Jay Dave and Police Vaughan set the standard 
Sergeant Bernard that South Wales Police 
Sullivan from Barry should be the best at 
police station. understanding and 

Supt Dave said: responding to our com- 

“When he took on his munities’ needs. In order 


to do this we must reach 
out to all members of 
our society and under¬ 
stand and appreciate the 
richness of the cultures 
that surround us. 

“We must recognise 
the important dates and 
festivals of all faiths in 
order to be able to pro¬ 
vide a sensitive and 
comprehensive policing 
service across the South 
Wales community. 
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Restoration begins on 
Barry’s legendary locos 



MEMBERS of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
British Legion this 
week joined Jane 
Hutt AM and Conn 
Rhodri Traherne at 
the Barry Rail 
Centre, to celebrate 
the beginning of the 
first restoration 
project undertaken 
in Barry of the 
‘Barry 10’ steam 
locomotives. 

The first project will 
see the restoration of a 
Midland Fowler Tender, 
as part of the Patriot 
Project. 

John Buxton, the 
chairman of the 
Cambrian Group that 
now operates the Barry 
Rail Centre, said: “The 
Barry 10 were the last of 
the steam locomotives 
remaining at Dai 
Woodham’s historic 
Barry Scrapyard to await 
restoration. 

“Earlier this year we 
announced our exciting 
plans to secure a future 


ABOVE: Members of the Vale of Glamorgan British Legion, Jane Hutt 
AM, Coun Rhodri Traherne, Dr Mark Lang, and Members of the 
Project Team. 

BELOW: Work starts on the restoration of the Eowler Tender. 



for them, ensuring they 
continue to be available 
to future generations to 
understand our railway 
heritage. This first proj¬ 
ect on the Fowler Tender 
makes these plans real.” 

Coun Traherne, cabi¬ 
net member for econom¬ 


ic development and 
regeneration at the Vale 
Council, said “I am 
delighted that Cambrian 
have now begun work to 
implement the plans for 
the restoration of these 
important locomotives, 
and that the work is 


being undertaken in 
Barry employing local 
people. It was great to 
be part of this important 
milestone event, and I 
look forward to follow¬ 
ing the progress with 
interest.” 


Dinas Powys Probus Club visit 



Probus Club members at the Assembly. 


SEVEN¬ 
TEEN club 


Volunteers sought for litter pick 


members 
enjoyed a 
very interest¬ 
ing tour of 
the Welsh 
Assembly 
recently. 

Local AMs 
met with the 
members 
before the tour 
commenced 
and the tour 
guide proved 
very knowl¬ 
edgeable and 
informative on 
the structure of 
the Assembly. 


‘FRIENDS of Barry 
Beaches’ will be 
holding a litter pick 
at Watchtower 
beach (the Knap) on 
Sunday (November 
28) at Watchtower 
Bay at 3pm. 

Gloves and litter 
picking equipment will 
be provided and all 
children under 14 must 
be accompanied by an 
adult. 

Co-ordinator Coun 
Rob Curtis, said: “We 
need as many volunteers as possible at Watchtower 
beach next Sunday to help clean our marine environ¬ 
ment. Our seas and beaches are becoming overwhelmed 
with plastic litter, which not only looks horrible, but kills 
and injures many of our fantastic marine animals every 
year.” 



ABOVE: 
Volunteers are 
pictured at last month’s 
Porthkerry beach clean. 


MEMORIES OF A GREAT 
WELSH-BORN COMEDIAN 


A WARM welcome was 
given at last Thursday’s 
Dinas Powys Rotary Club 
night to the chairman of 
the Tommy Cooper 
Society, Chris Beach, who 
gave a hilarious talk on the 
life of Caerphilly’s most 
famous son and one of 
Britain’s best loved and 
funniest comedians. 

The society was formed in 
2003 and the original aim was to 


raise funds for erection of a statue 
to Tommy, which was unveiled by 
the society’s patron. Sir Anthony 
Hopkins in February 2008. 

Tommy’s magic career started 
at the age of eight when an aunt 
bought him a magic set. Soon 
after the outbreak of World War 
Two, Cooper joined the army and 
served for seven years until 1947. 

It was during his time in Cairo 
that he got his trademark hat - a 
middle eastern Fez. 

Tommy Cooper one of 
Britain’s favourite comedians. 


died perhaps appropriately, whilst 
in the middle of a live TV show. 
On April 15, 1984, during a Royal 
Variety performance, he collapsed 
from a massive heart attack 
halfway through his act. 

Initially, people thought it was 
part of his act but it was soon 
realised he was genuinely ill. 
Despite attempts to revive him, he 
died later in hospital. 

Rotarian Richard Beer gave the 
vote of thanks to Chris on behalf 
of all those present. 



ABOVE: Members of staff from Carillion (Mark Wiistoff Tina Tugwell, Darren George), 
John Periera (event organiser); jobseekers and Pippa Jones, training manager (centre). 


Jobseekers’ fair is well attended 


MORE than 125 jobseekers attended a 
recruitment fair held recently to assist long¬ 
term unemployed people in the Vale to get 
back to work. 

It was hosted by the Vale Council’s lifelong 


learning employment training service 
(LLETS). Visitors were able to talk to potential 
employers and support groups enabling them 
to gain more information on potential careers 
in the area. 


Vale planning applications 


Mr Callaghan, St Quentins 
Cottage, St Quentins Hill, 
Llanblethian - remove three 
Sycamores (Maples) and one 
apple tree. 

Mrs Sarah Davies, 10 
Summerland Crescent, 
Llandough, Penarth - dormer 
to existing bedroom. 

Mr Andrew Thomas, Plot 2, 

The Gables, South View, 
Rhoose - re-design of previous¬ 
ly approved four bedroom 
detached dwelling and double 
garage. 

Mr and Mrs McKenna, 
Ambergate, 3 Orchard Lodge, 
Boverton - remove conifer. 

Ms Delyth Williams, 57 Arcot 
Street, Penarth - remove 
conifer. Retrospective applica¬ 
tion to erect banner signage. 

Ms M McCausland, 11 
Brookside, Dinas Powys - sin¬ 
gle storey annex to side, plus 
single storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs SM Dyer, 1 Plas St 
Andresse, Penarth Marina, 
Penarth - new balcony and 
new windows to front elevation. 
Mr James Heron, 31 Cligant y 
Meillion, Rhoose - retrospec¬ 
tive application for conversion 
of integral garage. 

Ms Jane Rogers, 2 Plas St 
Andresse, Penarth Marina, 
Penarth - new balcony to front 
elevation. 

Mr R Edwards, 16 Cwrt Y Vil, 
Penarth - new double garage 
to rear of the property. 

Miss Jeanette Mins, ihVale 
View Crescent, Llandough - 
conservatory. 

Mr Alan Salisbury, Beaulieu, 

13 Romilly Park Road, Barry 
- detached storage shed. 

Mr and Mrs Harvey, The 
Hollies, Port Road, Wenvoe - 
rear extension, remodelling of 
roof to create first floor living 
space and construction of new 
porch and roof over existing 
bays. 

Selina Whitey, 15 Albert 
Crescent, Penarth - reduction 


of Silver Birch, Beech and 
Conifer in side garden. 

Mr N Halsall, 89 Westbourne 
Road, Penarth - single storey 
side extension. 

Mr Ronald Franklin, 62 
Longmeadow Drive, Dinas 
Powys - downstairs WC at the 
rear of property. 

Mr and Mrs David Crockford, 
land at 1 East View, Twyn Yr 
Odyn, Wenvoe - change of use 
of land to domestic garden (ret¬ 
rospective) and retention of 
steel storage container. 

Mr Gareth Thomas, Badgers 
Hollow, Graig Penllyn - sum¬ 
mer house within garden area. 
Mr Stuart Field, Lower House 
Farm, Rhoose Road, Rhoose - 
retention and tiling of existing 
timber garage. 

Mrs S Evans and Mr M 
Murphy, The Cottage, 
Llandough - two storey side 
extension. 

Mrs Lesley Mills-DAvies, 
Westwinds, Llanmaes - demo¬ 
lition of existing garage and 
construction of new extension 
to existing dwelling house with 
new detached garage. 

Mr John Stark, Ash Tree 
House, Bonvilston - side single 
storey and rear double and sin¬ 
gle storey extensions with front 
porch and internal works. 

Mr J Evans, Colhugh Villa, 
Flanders Road, Llantwit 
Major - demolition of existing 
timber conservatory and erec¬ 
tion of white uPVC double 
glazed pitched roof garden 
room. 

Mr C Le Guilcher, 4 Grove 
Terrace, Penarth - renewal of 
planning permission to con¬ 
struct a single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mrs Susan Williams, land 
known as Caeriland adjacent 
to Ewenny Road, Wick - hay 

storage and sheep in-wintering 
building to replace existing 
buildings. 

Mr Robert Harry, Pen Y Bryn, 


19A Britway Road, Dinas 
Powys - cladding of existing 
house with limestone. 

Mrs Kathryn Rossi, 6 Maes y 
felin, Llandow - first floor 
extension. 

Mr Paul Jennings, 55 Cardiff 
Road, Dinas Powys - detached 
garage at rear of property. 

Mr Andrew Raven, 28 Bramble 
Avenue, Barry - single storey 
side extension. 

Mr Tom Evans, 1 Little Acre, 
Corntown - extension to exist¬ 
ing porch to provide additional 
lobby. Remove monopitch roof 
and add new pitched gable roof. 
Mr and Mrs M Barrett, 7 Paget 
Road, Barry - conversion of 
part of ground floor into a self- 
contained two bedroom flat. 
Conversion of lower ground 
floor into a self-contained one 
bedroom flat. Retention of part 
of the ground floor for a sales 
kiosk fronting onto Paget Road 
with retained existing A3 use. 
Mr Colin Burbage, Upalong 
House, Penyturnpike Road, 
Dinas Powys - two-storey self 
contained extension to the exist¬ 
ing domestic dwelling and sepa¬ 
rate studio to form an annex to 
the property for additional fami¬ 
ly members. 

Mrs Melanie Williams, 18 
Duffryn Crescent, Peterston- 
Super-Ely - replacement of 
existing conservatory with first 
floor and kitchen extension. 

Mr Mark Haynes, Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro, Morgannwg Site, Colcot 
Road, Barry - new Welsh 
medium school. 

David O’Brien, Pendoylan 
Church, Pendoylan - reduce 
and shape by 30 per cent Beech 
tree. 

Mr Paul Smith, 20 Plas 
Gwernen, Barry - first floor 
extension to front and side of 
dwellinghouse. 
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BRYNCETHIN MINI AND JUNIOR 

RUGBY ROUND-UP 

Old rivalries provide 
keen competition 


Under-8s 

Bridgend Athletic 6 
vs Bryncethin 13 
BRYNCETHIN made 
the short journey to 
Bridgend Athletic 
with an eager squad 
looking for a good 
contest - they weren’t 
to be disappointed. 

The first half got 
underway at a frantic 
pace and only good 
defensive play by 
Bryncethin kept the 
Athletic at bay. Two 
quick breakaway tries 
gave Bryncethin the lead 
and the confidence to 
grow into the game. 

With Dexter Jones, 
Hollie Morgan, Mike 
Gillette and Morgan 
Hughes all excelling, the 
visitors stormed to a 6 - 2 
half time lead. 

Following changes 
made at the break, the 
second half continued 
with Bryncethin on top. 
The Athletic continued to 
play a good game but fur¬ 
ther good work from 
Miles Blakeman, Ben 
Daniel, Morgan Thomas 
and Jac Jervis ensured 
that the final score was 
never in doubt with a 13- 
6 win for Bryncethin. 

Try scorers: Miles 
Blakeman (three), Shaun 
Batchelor (two). If an 
Hunnam (two). Will 
Laverick (twoX Rhys 
Williams, Mike Gillette, 
Jake Whitefield and 
Rhys Cawley 

Man of the match: 
Miles Gillette for great 
tagging, support play and 
direct running. A special 
mention must go to Ben 
Daniels for a terrific first 
game. 

Squad: Ifan Hunnam 
(captain), Thomas 

Bassett, Shaun Batchelor, 
Miles Blakeman, Rhys 
Cawley, Ben Daniels, 
Mike Gillette, Morgan 
Hughes, Jac Jervis, 
Dexter Jones, Will 
Laverick, Hollie Morgan, 


Morgan Thomas, Rhys 
Williams and Jake 
Whitefield. 

Under-9s 
Pen-y-graig 12 vs 
Bryncethin 1 
YET another spirited 
showing from the inex¬ 
perienced Bryncethin 
team, led by Dafydd 
Baker for the day. The 
fantastic attitude shown 
by the growing squad 
and the support of their 
many followers means 
that they can only go 
from strength to 
strength. 

A very tough first half 
saw great tackles made 
by Lloyd Costigan, 
Mason Jones, Kathryn 
Pritchard, Thomas 
Painter and Dylan Hill. 
There was also some 
attacking flair shown by 
Mason, Dylan and Billy 
Sinclair to keep support¬ 
ers’ spirits up, but it 
couldn't stop Pen-y-graig 
finishing the first half 7- 
0 ahead. 

The second half saw 
more some strong 
defence by all but a won¬ 
derful try-stopping tackle 
made by Callum 
Williams on his debut 
drew great appreciation 
from the crowd. Then a 
well deserved try by 
Mason Jones saw the 
second half end 5-1. 

Man of the match: 
Mason Jones 

Squad: Mason Jones, 
Kane Walters, Kathryn 
Pritchard, Geraint 
Richards, Callum 

Williams, Dylan Hill, 
Thomas Painter, Lloyd 
Costigan, Billy Sinclair 
and Dafydd Baker. 

Under-lOs 
Bryncethin 50 vs 
Maesteg Celtic 0 
AS with any victory, the 
foundations are laid 
with a solid defence and 
it must be said that 
Rhys Davies, Luke 
Board and Morgan 
Stevens were outstand¬ 


ing in this department. 
Bryncethin were tenta¬ 
tive going forward ini¬ 
tially and were having 
difficulty putting 
together many phases 
of play. 

Slowly, they started to 
make inroads and the 
strength of Scott Ryall 
and Keiran Dixon 
allowed territory to be 
gained. Further ground 
was made by Ethan 
Hopkins, who released 
Daniel Osarigie to open 
the scoring. 

This was quickly fol¬ 
lowed by scores from 
Aaron Thomas and Ethan 
Hopkins, with conver¬ 
sions from Jack Thomas 
making it 19 - 0 at the 
break. 

The second half saw a 
more relaxed Bryncethin, 
with Tobias Hunt using 
the ball well to release 
runners into space. This 
inspired his team-mates 
to become much more 
expansive in their play. 
This attitude was to be 
rewarded with further 
tries from Ethan 
Hopkins, Finlay Mullens 
and Josh Napper, with 
Finlay and Josh both 
added the extra points for 
converting. 

The ball was being 
spread right across the 
pitch going through 
numerous hands. Josh 
Napper gave a beautiful¬ 
ly-timed passed to Daniel 
Osarigie for another 
score and good inter¬ 
change between Jack, 
Tobias and Luke allowed 
Daniel to score his third. 

Try scorers: Daniel 
Osarigie (three), Ethan 
Hopkins (two), Aaron 
Thomas, Josh Napper 
and Finlay Mullens 

Conversions: Jack 

Thomas (two), Finlay 
Mullens, Josh Napper 
and Daniel Osarigie 

Man of the Match: 
Tobias Hunt - An excel¬ 
lent display of link play 
to keep Bryncethin on 


the offensive 

Squad: Tobias Hunt 
(captain), Daniel 

Osarigie, Aaron Thomas, 
Scott Ryall, Jack 
Thomas, Ethan Hopkins, 
Luke Board, Finlay 
Mullens, Josh Napper, 
Morgan Stevens, Keiran 
Dixon and Rhys Davies. 
Under-lls 
Bridgend Athletic 
33 vs Bryncethin 26 
A SLUGGISH start by 
Bryncethin allowed the 
Athletic to build up a 
head of steam and score 
four tries in the first 
half. The sole response 
for Bryn was a score 
from Emyr Watkins. 

After a talking to from 
the coaches at halftime, 
the boys were more 
focused during the sec¬ 
ond period. The ball 
retention was much bet¬ 
ter and a more aggressive 
defence restricted the 
number of opportunities 
the Athletic had. 

Excellent interplay 
between forwards and 
backs, especially Ryan 
Lovell, Morgan Tarr, 
Emyr Hunnam and Owen 
Hart meant that Bryn 
were much more effec¬ 
tive going forward. The 
backs showed good pace 
and accurate ball skills to 
run in tries by Dafydd 
Evans, Iwan Veasey and 
Emyr Hunnam. 

Despite the tremen¬ 
dous effort it was to be 
too little too late for Bryn 
as the Athletic held on for 
the victory. 

Man of the match: 
Iwan Veasey 

Under-12s 
Pen-y-Graig 0 vs 
Bryncethin 19 
BRYNCETHIN started 
the game at Pen-y- 
Graig in buoyant mood. 
The confidence was jus¬ 
tified as they dominated 
the first half, making it 
easy for Christian 
Jones to score the open¬ 
ing try. Further pres¬ 
sure from Bryncethin 
saw Cory Rogers score 
the second to give 
Bryncethin a 12 - 0 lead 
at half time. 

Pen-y-Graig respond¬ 
ed well at the beginning 
of the second period and 
were much more forceful 
in the tackle area. It was¬ 
n’t to be enough though, 
as Cory Rogers was 
again in the right place at 
the right time, as he had 
been all game, to score 
his second of the match. 

Man of the match: 
Owen Jones - super per¬ 
formance showing posi¬ 
tive aggression and pro¬ 
tecting the ball at the 
rucking area 

Squad - Adam John 
(captain), Liam Morgan, 
Casey Sonnekus, leuan 
Davies, Jacob Walters, 
Corey Rogers, Christian 
Jones, Morgan Howells, 
Jack Ladler, Connor 
Ford, Henry Clark, 
Owen Jones, Nicholas 
Morgan, Leon Sylvester 
and Sam Harding. 

RH 


Cowbridge under-12s 
march on in Blues Cup 


THIS was a close-fought game 
from the first whistle to the 
last, as Cowbridge under-12s 
and Treharris gave their all for 
a win in the Blues Cup. 

Each set of forwards performed 
well on a sticky pitch, securing the ball 
for their respective backs to break for¬ 
ward as best they could under the 
muddy conditions. 

Everyone on the Cowbridge team 
played their part, with a couple of out¬ 
standing contenders for man of the 
match - Ben Terry and Matthew 
Keating - leading the team and inspir¬ 
ing them with a display of ferocious 
tackling. 

Lineouts were faultless with James 
Walters using his height advantage to 
feed Osian John at scrum half, who 
used great initiative to keep the oppos¬ 
ing team guessing if he would pass or 
make a darting run. 

Joe Watts made a couple of storm¬ 
ing runs to take the visitors well into 
the Treharris 22. 

All the backs were tested against a 
well-drilled defence, before James 
Holder finally broke through to score 
the opening try, leaving a difficult con¬ 


version, which was narrowly missed 
by Cai Evans. 

After the interval, Treharris came 
back and levelled the score with a 
well-worked try. Cowbridge again dug 
deep to defend their position, with big 
tackles coming from Tomos Evans- 
Williams and Duncan Ace. 

The forwards did exceptionally 
well, driving a strong opposition off 
the ball several times for the attack to 
continue. 

A well-deserved second try for 
Cowbridge came from Charles 
Pegrum, who scored after a marvel¬ 
lous sprint from the halfway line, leav¬ 
ing a trail of bemused Treharris 
defenders behind him to leave an easy 
conversion. 

This was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back for Treharris, who 
realised defeat was inevitable. The 
third try, scored by Dan Bunny, was 
the result of relentless effort from a 
determined Cowbridge team to leave 
the home team two converted tries 
behind. 

Cowbridge then held out to 
progress to the next round of the Blues 
Cup. 


COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL SPORTS REPORT 


Senior girls just lose out 
in hockey tournament 


IN the Cardiff and 
Vale senior county 
hockey tournament 
preliminary round, 
Cowbridge were 
drawn against 
Glantaf and The 
Bishop of Llandaff. 

Bishop of Llandaff 
could not field a team so 
the winners of the match 
between Glantaf and 
Cowbridge would go 
through to the finals to 
play the other pool win¬ 
ners. 

Cowbridge has won 
this age group title for 
four years, and Glantaf 
once last year. With 
Cowbridge fielding a 
strong team with Welsh 
players Katie Howson, 
Rachel Bradshaw and 
Barry team players 
Bethan Moorcraft, 
Molly Llewellyn (also 
county) and Sophie 
Dando against a strong 
club, county and Welsh 
contingent from Glantaf, 
it was always going to 
be a tough game. 

In the first half, the 
teams were evenly 
matched but Glantaf got 
a goal close to half time 
when the Cowbridge 
defence were left 
exposed to a Glantaf 
overload in attack. In the 
second half all the pos¬ 
session was in 
Cowbridge’s attacking 
circle but they could not 
get a goal. 

When Glantaf did get 
an opportunity to attack, 
they capitalised upon 
this and the unmarked 
attacker on the post 
scored. 

From a side line hit 
taken by Alyson Bater, 
Katie Howson showed 
her skills to take it down 
the pitch with a pass to 
Rachel Bradshaw who 
scored a well deserved 
goal. 

Unfortunately, 
Cowbridge failed to 
score from two good 
opportunities, but Katie 
Howson showed her cre¬ 
ative skills and again 
took the ball from 
halfway and scored to 
make the final score 3-2 
to Glantaf. Very disap¬ 
pointing for the 
Cowbridge senior team. 

Player of the match: 
Katie Howson. 

Netball 

THE combined 
year 9 and 10 net- 
ball team played in 
the annual Urdd 
Netball tournament 
at Tal-y-Bont. 

Cowbridge played 


eight games during the 
pool round. Games were 
eight minutes long and 
therefore very intense, 
short and sharp. 
Cowbridge were keen to 
put their Marbella skills 
into practice after their 
half-term tour. 

Their first game was 
against Llantwit. After a 
quick start for 
Cowbridge and two 
good goals by Mairi 
Boxall, Cowbridge were 
leading 2-0. Llantwit 
came back to Cowbridge 
after a couple of foot¬ 
work errors. 

It was 2-2 after Mairi 
again made a good inter¬ 
ception and Jo Wilkins 
scored, and Llantwit 
equalised again making 
the final score 3-3. 

The second game was 
against Y sgol Gyfun 
Gwyr where Sarah 
Lewis came on as GK 
and played very well, 
making many intercep¬ 
tions. Mairi Boxall 
played well in GA with 
Jo Wilkins as GS scoring 
two goals versus Gwyr’s 
one goal. 

The third game 
against Dwr y Felin, 
Cowbridge won 3-0 with 
all goals being scored by 
Hannah Woodward. 
Olivia Brown made 
some excellent intercep¬ 
tions, stopping Dwr y 
Felin having any chance 
of scoring. 

After a lunch break, 
Cowbridge played their 
fourth game against 
Gwynllyw. Liz 

Whitehouse as always 
played outstandingly in 
the centre court, feeding 
the ball from defence to 
attack. Olivia Brown 
also played a solid game 
in defence. The final 
score was 2-2. 

In the fifth game 
against Cwm Rhymni, 
unfortunately they were 
a very good team and 
scored six goals against 
Cowbridge’s one. The 
girls were just out¬ 
classed in this game. 

The sixth game 
against Bryn Hafren was 
a disappointing one. 
Although it was a 2-2 
draw, Cowbridge’s per¬ 
formance was way down 
on previous performanc¬ 
es in the day. 

After the disappoint¬ 
ment of drawing against 
Bryn Hafren, Cowbridge 
came out fighting 
against Bro Morgannwg 
with three quick goals. 
Bro Morgannwg came 
back with two goals but 
Cowbridge held on for 
the win. 

In the final game 
against Caldicot the girls 


Presentation to 
veteran bowler 


AT the AGM of Barry Veteran Bowlers 
Association^ chairman Albert Buhhins 
relinquished his position for health rea¬ 


sons. 


He has served as a loyal and devoted member of 
the BVBA for many years, and as a token of appre¬ 
ciation, committee members visited him at his 
home and presented him with a plaque for services 
rendered. 


were tired and unfortu¬ 
nately lost 4-2. 

Overall, the girls had 
an enjoyable day, ending 
up in fifth place in the 
pool. With too many 
games ending in a draw, 
this stopped them con¬ 
tending a pool which 
was very close. 

Team: Jo Wilkins, 
Mairi Boxall, Hannah 
Woodward, Lili Evans, 
Liz Whitehouse, Olivia 
Brown, Sarah Lewis, 
Caitlin Allin, Bethan 
Sloan, Nancie Edwards. 

YEAR-10 

RUGBY 

HAVING had a 
successful start to 
the season with 
comprehensive 
wins over Barry 
and Bro 

Morgannwg, the 
year 10 rugby team 
were in confident 
mood when 

Stanwell arrived. 

Having narrowly lost 
to Stanwell in last year’s 
final, this was sure to be 
a fiercely fought out 
contest. In what only can 
be described as monsoon 
conditions, Cowbridge 
started strongly and 
showed some silky skills 
for wing Chris Powell to 
complete the opening 


try. 

As the light faded and 
conditions worsened, 
Cowbridge continued to 
dominate the game and 
apart from a brief spell 
of Stanwell pressure 
early in the second half, 
which resulted in a try, 
the result was never in 
doubt, with another 
score for Powell and 
abrasive scrum half 
Chris Brace, who also 
provided the scoring 
pass to wing Harry 
Thomas. 

A tremendous effort 
from all the boys, who 
will be looking for the 
same result when the 
finals day comes around 
in the New Year. 

KARATE 

SUCCESS 

COWBRIDGE 
year-8 pupils 
Shellie May and 
Paige Williams 
took part in the 
Bushi Kai 

Championships, 
competing against 
competitors from 
all over Wales. 

In the 10-12 year-old 
category, Shellie May 
came second, and in the 
13-15 year old category, 
Paige Williams came 
third. Well done. 



# House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

# Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) 

# People Carriers’’ 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

# 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

# Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

# 9-seat Mini Buses 

# Tippers 

# VW Transporters 

# Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

# Roof Racks Available 

# CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day , --- 

# Full European Use — 

(special conditions * - ‘ 

apply) _ 

# Full AA Cover 

hire@wicl<vanhire.co.uk 




OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid creditldebit card 

01656 660160 
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Draw as 
the 
Wales 
under- 
18 s take 
on 

young 

England 


THE Wales and 
England under-18 
rugby league sides 
fought out a 
thrilling 26-all 
draw at Caerphilly 
last week. 

England came into 
the Welsh game on the 
back of a 34-8 defeat to 
France Juniors in 
Bordeaux and it looked 
as it they were going 
the same way in 
Caerphilly in the first 
20 minutes when Wales 
dominated. 

However, England 
pulled the game back, 
taking the lead in the 
second half before a late 


Wales 26 

England Community Lions 26 


by IAN GOLDEN 


Chris Davies try, his 
second of the game, 
ensured that the spoils 
were shared. 

Wales took the lead 
from their first attack 
when Dale Evans set up 
South Wales Scorpion’s 
new signing Chris 
Davies, who twisted his 
way over. Courtney 
Davies added the easy 
conversion. 

England struck back 
on eight minutes when 
Birmingham Bulldogs’ 
Ryan Millar pounced on 
a loose ball following a 
grubber kick. Luke 
Willing s’ kick was cen¬ 
timetres wide to leave 
the visitors two points 


behind. 

Wales extended their 
lead on the quarter hour. 
Jean Baptiste Bruzhulier 
(from Cardiff would 
you believe), set up the 
score by running 60 
metres breaking free of 
the England backline. 

He laid off to Dafydd 
Carter, who in turn set 
up James Griffiths to 
score in the comer. 

Straight away, Wales 
scored again when Dale 


Evans completed a fine 
attacking move involv¬ 
ing most of the backs. 
Courtney Davies had 
missed the previous 
conversion, but made 
no mistake this time to 
make the score 16-4 to 
Wales. 

England came back 
again when Millar 
scored his and 
England’s second in 
exactly the same posi¬ 
tion as the first on 24 
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minutes. David Pyke 
converted. 

Four minutes later, 
they were level when 
Jacob Blades set up 
Nathan Slater to go in 
just left of the sticks. 
Pyke goaled again. 

Wales went into half¬ 
time with a 20-16 lead 
when Dafydd Carter set 
up Matthew Crane to go 
over. Davies’ kick was 
only just wide of the 
posts. 

They almost extend¬ 
ed their advantage six 
minutes into the second 
half, but Michael 


Channing was pulled 
into touch by Jacob 
Blades when diving for 
the line. 

England recovered, 
worked their way up the 
field and Jack Francis 
broke through to sprint 
the last 20 metres to the 
line to level the scores 
again. Pyke missed the 
kick. 

From then on it was 
end to end as both sides 
tried to get a winner. 
England’s Joe Bullock 
fumbled behind his own 
line but Wales couldn’t 
take advantage on the 


resulting set of six. 

The visitors took 
advantage from their 
next attack as Blake 
Mahovic scored a fine 
individual try with Pyke 
converting for England 
to take the lead for the 
first time on 55 min¬ 
utes. 

Wales finally crossed 
the line three minutes 
from time with Chris 
Davies getting his sec¬ 
ond under the sticks and 
Courtney Davies con¬ 
verting. 


Under-7s get a taste 
of real competition 



BARRY Rugby Club under-7s travelled 
to play Llantwit Major on Sunday, 
November 21. 

Llantwit were very well drilled, proving too 
strong for Barry, who were beaten for the first 
time in four games. 

The mini rugby section meet every Sunday at 
10 am at Barry Rugby Club and are looking for 
any new players to come along. All ages welcome! 


Back row (left to right) 
- Kes Morrissey, 
Charley Angove, 
Matthew Pugh, Evan 
Prosser. Front row 
(left to right) - Medi 
Western, Cerys Elliot, 
Caleb Bowsher, 
Malachy McIntyre, 
Jack Bryant. 


Barry chess club’s 
week ends on a high 


AFTER a miserable start for 
teams playing in East 
Glamorgan Chess League 
matches, Barry Chess Club 
scored a very pleasing victory 
to end the week. 

The Barry Gambits travelled to 
Rhiwbina Tennis Club on Monday for 
a rearranged match with North 
Cardiff Cheetahs. 

The Gambits have been having a 
rough ride this season. Their 
prospects for staying in division 3 
already hang by a perilously thin 
thread and captain Peter Watkins’ 
decision to take a week’s holiday 
prompted much mumbling in the 
ranks about certain long tailed 
rodents and sinking ships! 

A dubious last minute team change 
by their hosts further unsettled 
Barry’s hapless third team and a draw 
by Barry’s Ken Hannah on board 1 
was the visitors’ only consolation as 
they succumbed 41/2: */2 in an ill-tem¬ 
pered match. 

Having been demoted from divi¬ 
sion 1 last season, the Cardiff 
Monarchs were always going to 
prove a handful for Barry’s second 
team. The Camelots, who visited 
them on Wednesday. 

Barry’s prospects were dealt anoth¬ 
er blow when their intended board 1 
player was forced to absent himself at 
short notice necessitating the team’s 
remaining players to move up the 
pecking order and introduce a late 
substitute on board 5. 

In the event. The Camelots suf¬ 
fered a not totally unexpected 4:1 
defeat. 

Craig Woolcock drew for the visi¬ 
tors on board 1 and was perhaps a lit¬ 
tle unlucky not to have recorded a full 
point. 


A further, unexpected draw was 
recorded by Barry’s Guenter Etzmuss 
on board 3 to the amazement of 
onlookers and players who had all 
totally miscalculated his endgame 
prospects. 

There was a double home fixture at 
Barry Chess Club on Thursday when 
its fourth team. The Quarks, hosted St 
John’s College Neutrinos while its 
first team. The Bosons, did battle 
with division 1 leaders, Penarth 
Pirates. 

St John’s could only field four 
players so their default of board 5 
gave The Quarks a handy ‘bonus’ 
start which was soon added to by 
Dave Mahoney and Chris Green as 
The Quarks recorded a competent 3:2 
victory. 

The high point of Barry’s week 
came in the Boson’s match. Penarth 
Pirates have been flying high this sea¬ 
son and sat at the top of East 
Glamorgan’s premier division while 
the Bosons, although performing well 
themselves, were missing two of their 
regular players. 

Delighted Bosons captain Lee 
Davies praised his team’s “text book” 
31/2:11/2 match win as he and Craig 
Woolcock recorded wins with white 
pieces on boards 2 and 4 respectively, 
while Penarth were held to draws by 
Barry on the odd numbered boards 
where they had the advantage of the 
first move. 

Barry Chess Club meets every 
Thursday evening at 7.30pm on he 
first floor of the West End Club, St 
Nicholas Road, Barry. Anyone with 
an interest in chess is welcome to 
visit for a chat or a friendly game 
with one of the club’s members 
before perhaps considering playing 
regularly in league matches. 

KEVIN GANDY 
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New Broad Street Motors Ltd 


Broad Streep Barry CF62 7AJ. EstJ979 


06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design 5-dr ^ 
hatchback in silver lightning with charcoal 
interior, air con, cd, body coloured bumpers, 
power steering, service history, only 39,820 
miles .£4,495 


05 JAGUAR X type 2.0 V6 SE, 4 door saloon ini 

Jaguar racing green with ivory leather interior, cd, I 
auto changer, cruise control, cold climate pack, | 
alloy wheels only 43,000 miles .£8,495 


07 57 VAUXHALL Zafira, 5-dr, MPV metallic greyW 06 06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi' 

with charcoal interior, 7 seats, air con, cd, ■ Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark 

body coloured bumpers, FSH, only 37,000 ■ interior, alloy wheels, air con, CD, colour coded 

miles .£6,795 | bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean 

screen .£5,995^ 

CD, ISOFIX anchorage point, manufacturers warranty, service history, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

08 08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

07 57 NISSAN QashQai 2.0dCi Tenka 5-dr AWD. In pearl black metallic, with full graphite leather interior, alloy 

wheels, climate control, cruise control, cd with bluetooth, heated seats, rear parking sensors, panoramic sun¬ 
roof, only 37,267 miles.£14,495 

07 57 SEAT Altea XL 1.9 TDi Stylance in metallic ruby red with stylance grey interior, rear parking sen¬ 
sors, cd, climate control, cruise control, aux input, only 49,100 miles.£8,495 

07 07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

06 56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

06 06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£5,995 

05 54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

04 54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

03 03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy 

wheels, rear spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£4,495 

02 02 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 3-dr Hardtop in burgundy with grey interior, multi CD, air con, 

alloy wheels, service history, onlyy 48,030 miles.£3,495 

02 51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr. In Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 35,590 miles.£2,695 

01 51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£2,995 

08 08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, cd, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles.£5,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles.£7,995 

08 08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles.£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles.£5,495 

06 56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 16v Sport 3-dr Hatchback in metallic silver with charcoal interior, air con, alloy 

wheels, multi cd, body coloured bumpers, only 31,600 miles.£4,995 

06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design 5-dr hatchback in silver lightning with charcoal interior, air con, 

cd, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 39,820 miles .£4,495 

05 55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles.£3,495 

04 54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles.£6,995 

04 54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles.£2,995 

04 04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, cd, only 40,955 miles.£3,495 

03 03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 5-dr Hatchback. In capsicum red with grey interior, CD, sun¬ 
roof, power steering, service history, only 58,105 miles.£2,995 

02 02 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 16v SE 2-dr coupe convertible. In light metallic blue with red/black leather inte¬ 
rior, climate control, alloy wheels, cd, wind deflector, service history, only 19,170 miles.£3,995 

02 51 ALFA ROMEO 1.6 T-Spark Lusso 3-dr Hatchback in Alfa red with elegant velour interior, alloy 

wheels, air conditioning. I-pod connection, colour coded bumpers, only 79,085 miles.£2,995 


PRESTIGE 


1 57 TOYOTA Prius 1.5/Hybrid T Spirit CVT Auto in decuma grey met with full torino black leather, 

automatic air conditioning, sat nav, bluetooth telephone, reverse parking camera, cruise control, only 45,565 

miles.£10,995 

I 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles.£18,995 

I 07 07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 
I 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers.£9,995 

I 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-Door Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige 

leather interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles.£POA 

I 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

I 04 04 AUDI A3 2.0 Fsi Sport 3-dr Hatchback in Mauritius blue with blue/black interior, climate control, 

colour coded bumpers, multi CD, Bose sound system, full service history, only 26,700 miles.£7,995 

I 03 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles.£9,495 

I 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles.£4,995 

I 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles.£4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 TDi 80 Reference Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In metallic silver with reference grey 
interior, alloy wheels, air con, ISOFIX anchorage point front electric windows, one owner, only 18,500 

miles.£6,995 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-Dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles....£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles.£11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles.£9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles.£8,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2 Door Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magno¬ 
lia leather interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 

miles.£6,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles.£4,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-Dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles.£9,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles.£6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-Dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In dolphin grey with matrix grey/black interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, colour coded bumpers, alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles.£7,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 

coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles.£3,995 

02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8T (225) 2-Door Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles.£9,995 

W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-Door Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, 
multi-CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles.£3,995 


FAMILY 


09 09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 5-dr Hatchback in Onyx black with black/red interior, air con, alloy wheels. 


SMALL 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymroeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 ^ 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Choice 

from £4,695 



Choice of small hatches 

from £2,495 


Diesels 



Choice of Diesels 

from £3,995 







Gary Watson 
Motor Co Ltd 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4S Tiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £23,995 

BMW X5 3.0 D Sport Exclusive Auto. In black with cream leather, pan-roof, 61,000 miles.£18,995 

VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. Silver with black leather, 44,000 miles, convertible . REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £13,995 
MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout.... £12,995 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MERCEDES ML 270 CDi Automatic. In black with grey leather, 71,000 miles, FSH.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh.£8,995 

BMW 116i ES 5-dr. In granite metallic, 34,000 miles, stylish family hatch at.£7,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6TD Sport Estate. In silver, 58,000 miles, panoramic roof, low road tax diesel.£6,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 Diesel GX 5-Dr. In champagne metallic, 87,000 miles, lots of history including belts . £5,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

MAZDA RX8 192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 5-dr. Met-gold, 55,000 miles with a/c, cd, side steps REDUCED BY £1000TO £4,995 

BMW Z3 2.2i Roadster. In black with black leather trim, 79,000 miles . REDUCED BY £500 TO £4,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 
SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300 TO £3,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In white, 8,000 miles, host of extras, 1 owner.£8,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles, alloys, a/c, c/d, etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr. In satin gold, 35,000 miles with A/C etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 
VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-Dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 
FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

CITROEN C4 1.6 Cool 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles with a/c, 1 owner. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver, 65,000 mile diesel hatch. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles, 1 owner, low road tax.£4,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-Dr Automatic. In met black, 53,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

NISSAN Note 1.4 SE. In electric blue, 46,000 miles, 2 owners, excellent throughout.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch with a/c, cd.£4,995 

SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,695 

SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c. . . £4,695 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc. £3,995 

CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met-green, 58,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, alloys etc.£3,995 

VW Golf 1.6 Hatch 5-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, alloys, a/c, cd.£3,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTT Expression. In met-red, 60,000 miles, 2 owners, only.£3,695 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys. . . REDUCED BY £300 TO £2,995 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd, etc.£2,995 

ALFA Romeo 147 1.6 Lusso 5-dr. In silver, Italian flair + style at only.£2,995 

FORD KA 1.6 Sport. In gun metal metallic, 34,000 miles, superb value.£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 4-dr. In silver with black leather, 68,000 miles, a/c, cd, heated seats, alloys.£2,995 

ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

CHEVROLETTacuma 1.6 SX. Silver, 44,500 miles, excellent value family car. REDUCED BY £1,000TO £2,495 
FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 45,000 miles, alloys & CD.£2,295 


£30 Road Tax per year 



Choice 

from £3,695 


People Carrier 



Choice of MPV's 

from £2,495 


Automatics 



Broad street, Q| 722600 M 

(Next to Barry train station) W ■ M ^^WWW IWARRANTIES 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • All CARS HPi ClEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 
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Wenvoe golf team takes 
prestigious Welsh title 



Rear (left to right): Gordon Macpherson, 
Chris Tatt, club president Brian Coffin. 
Front: Lynnette Williams, Sue Macpherson, 
Sandra Cook, Sheila Davies and Nicky Sims. 
Lloyd Evans and Andy Evans were unable to 
attend make the presentation. 


WENVOE Castle 
Golf Club recently 
won the prestigious 
Ping Welsh Team 
(Mixed Foursomes) 
Championship. 

The competition is 
one of the major cham¬ 
pionships organised by 
the Golf Union of Wales 
and teams from clubs 
throughout Wales are 
eligible to enter. 

This year, there were 
67 entries and the early 
stages of the knock out 
competition were com¬ 
peted over four regions, 
with the top eight teams 


going forward to the 
quarter finals. 

Each match involved 
teams of three mixed 
pairs and played on a 
neutral golf course. 

In the qualifying 
stages Wenvoe Castle 
beat Clyne 2-1, 
Southerndown 2-1 and 
Palleg2-1. 

Wenvoe went on to 
beat Woodlake Park 2-1 


in the quarter-final, and 
then the semi-final, and 
the final matches were 
arranged on the same 
day at Cottrell Park. 

In the semi-final, 
Wenvoe beat Royal 
Porthcawl 2-1, going on 
to defeat Baron Hill 
(from north Wales) 
2.5-0.5 in the final. 

With the tournament 
being played over sever¬ 


al months, it was essen¬ 
tial to have a squad of 
players available to 
cover for holidays and 
during the tournament 
the following players 
took part: Nicky Sims, 
Lloyd Evans, Lynnette 
Williams, Andy Evans, 
Sandra Cook, Sue 
Macpherson, Gordon 
Macpherson, Sheila 
Davies and club captain 
Chris Tatt. 

The club presented 
each player with a medal 
to commemorate their 
achievement. 

BJ 


Mixed fortunes for Vale’s 
under-11 teams at Penarth 


THE Vale of 

Glamorgan under- 
11 rugby teams 
played against 

Pontypool’s A and B 
teams at Old 
Penarthians. 

Since playing 

Pontypool in the first fix¬ 
ture of the season and 
having lost heavily, the 
Vale team were hoping 
for revenge over their 
rivals from Gwent. 

Mixed fortunes fol¬ 
lowed in the wet and 
muddy conditions, with 
the A team losing by 
7-24 and the B team win¬ 
ning by 26-0. 

The A team were up 
against a team including 
a number of bigger, more 
powerful forwards, so the 
exchanges in contact 
were going to be a test. 

Pontypool went ahead 
first with an unconverted 
try following a number 
of forward drives, show¬ 
ing their power up front. 

The Vale soon hit back 
with a superb individual 
try of their own by Bevan 
Howell, changing direc¬ 
tion quickly down the 
blindside to score under 
the posts after outpacing 
the Pontypool defence. 

Extra two points were 


added by Jake Griffiths 
to make the score 7-5. 

Pontypool tried their 
hardest throughout the 
rest of the first half to 
score, but stout defence 
by the Vale tacklers led 
by Reuben and Rhydian 
Williams kept them at 
bay. 

The Vale team showed 
their strong running 
behind the scrum, espe¬ 
cially by Rhys Bradshaw, 
Joseff Williams and 
Harrison Ashby, with 
Bradshaw running hard 
out of defence to almost 
score. 

The Vale were put 
under pressure by Pooler 
a number of times but the 
Vale defence stood 
strong and cleared their 
lines well to end the half 
two points ahead. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with Pontypool using 
their larger forwards to 
great effect, especially 
their front row and No 8. 

Awarded a scrum in 
the Vale 22, they again 
attempted to outwit the 
Vale team by switching 
their No.8 with their 
scrum-half. 

The ploy had worked a 
number of times in the 
previous encounter, but 
the Vale backline got the 


better of him and pinched 
the ball in contact. Bevan 
Howell released Rhys 
Bradshaw to run the 
length of the field and 
(almost) score. 

Vale forwards 

knocked on in contact for 
Pontypool to gain pos¬ 
session and their lively 
scrum-half dummied to 
score from 10 metres out. 
The conversion was 
missed making the score 
7-10. 

From the restart. 
Pooler used their back- 
line and a thumping tack¬ 
le by Rhydian Williams 
killed the attack stone 
dead. Both teams lost the 
ball in contaet and 
knocked on a number of 
times in the cold, slip¬ 
pery conditions. 

Missed tackles in the 
Vale backline let the 
Pooler centre score near 
the posts from 15m out, 
with the conversion 
added. Pooler wenre now 
10 points ahead. 

Determined tackling 
by the Vale from the 
restart and good work in 
the tackle area by Haaris 
Kahn, Dan Holden and 
Cameron Roy saw them 
win the resulting ruck, 
working their way into 
the Pooler 22m. 

Pooler stood firm with 
solid tackling and maul¬ 
ing to keep the Vale out. 

Pooler cleared their 
lines and put the Vale 
under pressure near their 
own line. Their forwards 
drove and were awarded 
a penalty which their 
quick thinking scrum- 
half tapped, jinking past 
two defenders to score 
under the posts. The con¬ 
version was added to 
make the final score 
7-24. 

A definite improve¬ 


ment on the previous 
result against Pontypool 
early in the season, 
showing the team has 
progressed well in all 
aspects. 

A team:l Jake 
Griffiths, 2 Max Lucas, 3 
Reuben Williams, 4 
Cameron Roy, 5 Daniel 
Holden, 6 Haaris Kahn, 
7 Jac Roberts, 8 Rhys 
Durlucia (capt), 9 loan 
Lewis, 10 Rhys 
Bradshaw, 11 Harrison 
Ashby, 12 Bevan Howell, 
13 Rhydian Williams, 14 
Rhodri Hopkins, 15 
Joseff Williams. 

In the B team match, 
the Vale ran out convinc¬ 
ing winners by 24 points 
to nil, with tries scored 
by Jack Little, Finlay 
Davies, Ben Jones and 
‘man of the match’ Max 
Cunnington. lestyn 
Raven kicked well to add 
3 conversions. 

B team: 1 Jack Little, 
2 Finley Davies (cap¬ 
tain), 3 Daniel Taylor, 4 
Jack Lee, 5 Max 
Cunnington, 6 Sam 
Corkhill, 7 Tomos Jac, 8 
Oliver Rowbothom, 9 
loan Williams, 10 Ben 
Jones, 11 Luke Beattie, 
12 Ellis Simon, 13 Rhys 
Jones, 14 lestyn Raven, 
15 Evan Thomas, 16 Jac 
Thomas, 17 Saul 
Connelly, 18 Jack 
Vowles, 19 Gabriel 
Fuller. 

Captain Rhys Durlucia 
thanked the opposition 
for such a well disci¬ 
plined and enjoyable 
match plus all supporters, 
coaches, referees and the 
Old Penarthians club 
who played their part in 
an rewarding morning’s 
action. 

DAVID WILLIAMS 


Venetian Dove 
flutters home 

VENETIAN DOVE, a four-year-old 
brown filly trained by Evan Williams at 
Llancarfan, was a comfortable winner of 
the Prince Of Wales Stand Novices 
Handicap Hurdle at Fakenham last 
week,writes Brian Lee. 

Confidently ridden by stable jockey Paul Molony, 
Venetian Dove, who went out in the betting from 7- 
-1 to 10-1, was eased in the last 100 yards to win by 
one-and-three quarter lengths from Quest Eclair. 



Wtrogen fnWation V 

Nigfi Performance il - 
L Tyres. 




TYRES EXHAUSTS BATTERIES BRAKES SUSPENSION MOT 




C Number 1 for lyres 
in South Wales. 

C Number 1 for Exhausts 
Batteries, Brakes, MOT,' 
Shocks & Alignment. 

C Number 1 for 

Nitrogen Inflation.** 

Inflate your tyres the motor sport way 


Longer tread life on your tyre by up to 2i 
CitKe are appcaxlMte astknaliDns) 
sdnsBir procure longer 
InbeoYas road folding ar^ handling chi 

watervapourw oxygen means no corrosioh^f whi 
Be environmentaHy tn’endlyy choose nltrogen-fer yourtytss 


SAVE YOURSELF AND THE PLANET TOO! 

Ask instore for details. 

**Not available at Maesteg branch. 




■ SAT NAV; 

CF31 3n 


01656 657424 

\± _ 


029 20 221201 


SAT NAV: 
CF11 8TX 


'•*1 

01656 733514 


SAT NAV: 
CF34 9BT 


MED 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS 

WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 


www.celtictyres.co.uk 

HiQ 



Fleet Service 

APPROVED DEALER 
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Fiji no frolic 
as feeble 
Wales turn 
clock back 


A fter the narrow 29- 
25 defeat to South 
Africa the week 
before, Wales’ head coach 
Warren Gatland admitted to 
^‘kicking over a few tables^’ in 
the dressing room, such was 
his frustration. 

On Friday, though, that would 
have paled into insignificance 
compared with his furious reac¬ 
tion to the 16-16 draw with Fiji 
that Welsh players admitted 
“/c/t more like a defeat”... and 
well they might, for this was 
arguably the worst performance 
of Gatland’s tenure, since taking 
over in the wake of the shock 
World Cup defeat to - Fiji. 

At least in that high-scoring 
match, although showing tacti¬ 
cal naivity, Wales had not been 
outplayed and humiliated - 
except by the 38-34 result itself, 
coming as it did at the hands of 
one of the so-called lesser rugby 
nations. 

This time it was different. The 
reshuffled Welsh team, showing 
nine changes to the previous 
line-up, were never really in it 
from the start, failing to get to 
grips (literally) with the hardly 
unexpected robust challenge 
from hard-running, hard-hitting 
opponents, who grew more con¬ 
fident as the scrappy game wore 
on. 

Meanwhile, the old set piece 
problem of a malfunctioning 
lineout resurfaced, leading to 
uncertainty at half back and 
thus between forwards and 
backs, while in the loose, the 
teak tough Fijian forwards were 
winning the battle for the break¬ 
down, winning turnover after 
turnover. 

Only at the scrum, where the 
now irreplaceable Adam Jones 
was again immense, did Wales 
gain clear dominance, leading to 
a penalty try being awarded. 

For the rest, it was a lack-lus¬ 
tre tale of escalating errors, 
missed chances and at times out¬ 


right panic in the face of no¬ 
holds barred South Sea Island 
defenders, who revelled in the 
resulting broken play as Wales 
failed to exert the necessary 
tight control up front. 

For Gatland and his fellow 
coaches, the dismal outcome 
must have been a stark 
reminder that the lessons of the 
last World Cup defeat had not 
been learnt - namely do not try 
to play free-running Fijians at 
their own game - and that frus¬ 
trating Welsh inconsistency 
remains the biggest single obsta¬ 
cle to sustained progress. 

After this latest setback, they 
now face the urgent task of 
regaining lost ground and 
rebuilding squad morale - just 
as the far more potent threat of 
grand slam-hunting All Blacks 
descend on an expectant 
Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday. 

Even with a (hopefully) fully- 
restored starting line-up, victory 
for regrouped Wales may be too 
much to expect (unless unbeaten 
New Zealand have the mother of 
all off-days!) 

Even so, tame capitulation will 
not be tolerated, not just by the 
coaches, but by the army of 
Welsh fans - who rightly expect 
their team to ‘front up’ and at 
least come off the field with 
their heads held high... unlike 
Friday’s hugely disappointing 
setback to World Cup prepara¬ 
tions. 

Presumably, it will be back to 
the first-choice players when the 
Welsh team is announced today 
(Thursday). 

One can only hope that this 
time Gatland and his fellow 
coaches get the mix of personnel 
(and the game plan) right and 
that there will be no further need 
for individuals to be made scape¬ 
goats. 

After all, the Wales camp as a 
whole must take collective respon¬ 
sibility - both for success and fail¬ 
ure on the field of play. 


Kenfig face Cwmavon 



Scrum half Tom Briggs makes a break for Kenfig Hill - find out 
how they fared against Cwmavon on page 34. 
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Lyndsey McCausland gets the 
Athletic comeback under way. 


Athletic come 
back from the 
dead in tight 
match at Corns 


CORUS (PT) RFC 23 
BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 26 


THIS was the first 
match in the 
SWALEC league 
programme for 
these teams for 
three weeks. 

For an hour, it was 
very uninspired fare 
served up by both teams, 
with the vast majority of 
exchanges taking place 
between the two 22m 
lines and mistakes 
through poor handling 
and kicking predominat¬ 
ing. 

For the home team, 
flanker Gareth Davies 
and number 8 Robbie 
Morgan worked resolute¬ 
ly, with full back Jordan 
Skidmore, scrum-half 
Daniel Davies and fly- 


half Simon Evans the 
most lively of the backs. 

It was Simon Evans 
who opened the scoring 
for Corns following an 
Athletic attack down the 
left. Scrum-half Aled 
Thomas took a quick tap 
penalty and from the 
resulting ruck fly-half 
Steve Lewis nipped 
around second-row Paul 
Clapham. As the defence 
came across there was a 
misunderstanding 
between Lewis and the 
supporting Tom Penry- 
Ellis. 

The ball came loose in 
their collision and Evans 


swooped onto the ball 
and outstripped the 
defence as he raced 60 
metres for a try he could 
not convert. 

Erom the kick-off, a 
great chase and tap back 
by captain Sean Williams 
was eventually driven 
forward by the visitors 
but, following a scuffle 
between Athletic hooker 
Simon Mustoe and 
Gareth Davies of Corns, 
which resulted in both 
being shown a yellow 
card Corns were given a 
penalty. 

Erom the resulting 
lineout, a huge gap 
opened up for Corns’ 
Daniel Davies to slice 
through. 

He was hauled down 
by a desperate defence 
and a scrum resulted for 
the Ath. No 8 Pemy-Ellis 
picked up to relieve the 
pressure but lost the ball, 
which found its way to 
home wing Richard 
Thomas who scored wide 
out. Evans converted to 
give the home team a 
clear 12-point advantage. 

The arrears were 
reduced when Steve 
Lewis struck over a 
penalty kick following an 
incisive run by sin-bin 
replacement hooker 
Stuart Nation. Soon 
Lewis repeated his feat 
by sending another kick 



ABOVE: Leon Pemberton outpaces 
the defence for a superb solo effort 

PHOTOGRAPH BY 
KERRY FOTHERGILL 


Speedy Rhys sets the 
Seconds on their way 


Bridgend Athletic Seconds 31 
Rhiwbina 19 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic Seconds 
hosted Rhiwbina 
for a friendly at 
Newbridge Fields. 

The Athletic stormed 
into an early lead when 
wing Rhys Eussell out¬ 
paced the visitors’ 
defence to score in the 
comer. 

This was quickly fol¬ 
lowed by a similar try 
when the other Athletic 
wing, Owen Erancis, was 
set free to mn in a try 
from 40 metres. Tom 
Cole converted. 

Rhiwbina responded 
and after a period of pres¬ 
sure near the Athletic line 
D Oiosand broke away 
from a maul to score. T 
Lawson converted. 

There then followed a 
period of good attacking 
rugby by both sides with 
Dean Greenslade and 
Rob Howells prominent 
for the Athletic. 


Eventually, centre Nick 
Hinton took a pass at 
pace and crashed through 
three would be tacklers 
to score under the posts. 

Tom Cole converted to 
bring a half time score of 
19-7 to the Athletic. 

Rhiwbina made sever¬ 
al substitutions for the 
second half and put the 
Athletic under pressure 
from the restart. This 
resulted in a well worked 
try for Rhiwbina by N 
Dimond converted by 
Lawson to bring the visi¬ 
tors within five points. 
The Athletic pack was 
now under pressure at the 
set pieces and possession 
started to dry up. 

As the game opened 
up relief for the Athletic 
came from wing Rhys 
Eussell who again 
stripped the Rhiwbina 


defence to score in the 
comer. 

With the majority of 
possession Rhiwbina 
inevitably scored a try 
through P Cooper. 

The Athletic defence 
was holding firm going 
into the final quarter with 
Hinton and hooker Aled 
Guy both forcing cmcial 
turnovers. 

This aggressive 

defence allowed outside 
half Tom Cole to capi¬ 
talise on a Rhiwbina mis¬ 
take to gather and score 
under the posts. 

Cole converted to give 
the Athletic Seconds hard 
earned victory. 

Centre Nick Hinton 
was the Athletic Man of 
the Match. 

Royden Huntley 


through the posts when 
young full-back Rhys 
Jones was the victim of a 
high tackle after the 
Athletic had stretched the 
home defence through a 
number of quick mcks. 

As the half drew to a 
close, the home side 
restored their 12-point 
lead through two penal¬ 
ties kicked by Simon 
Evans. The first came 
about following an 
attempt to quickly take a 
drop-out by Sean 
Williams. The skipper 
knocked-on and the 
resulting scmm led to a 
penalty award. 

Then, just on the 
stroke of half-time, an 
Athletic penalty was 
reversed when Jon 
Stoker retaliated and 
Evans stepped up to put 
over the long-range effort 
from 45 metres. The half¬ 


time score was Corns 18 
Bridgend Athletic 6. 

A catalogue of errors 
by the visitors at the 
beginning of the second 
period allowed Corns to 
mount a sustained period 
of pressure but the 
Athletic defence stood 
firm, with veteran centre 
Stuart Morris putting in 
some staunch tackling to 
repel the home team. 

Ten minutes later 
though it was Morris’s 
loose kick out of defence 
that led to a third try for 
the home side and second 
for right-wing Richard 
Thomas as Skidmore 
counter-attacked into the 
Athletic 22 and good 
handling and support 
play led to a try in the 
corner. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 34) 


Pencoed let 
slip in defeat 


Pencoed 7 

Aberavon Green Stars 20 


PENCOED let slip a 
promising position 
in this match, con¬ 
ceding two soft sec¬ 
ond half scores and, 
having failed to take 
their chances, went 
down by a thirteen 
point margin. 

This was a frustrating 
loss for the players, 
coaches, and supporters 
alike, the home side sens¬ 
ing a win at one stage. 

A positive from this 
performance was the 
return of former captain 
Gareth Jenkins, and there 
is no doubt he will add 
some steel to the side 
should he choose to 
return on a regular basis. 

The story of the sea¬ 
son to date is played ten, 
won three, drawn one, 
lost six; arguably the win 
total could have been 
doubled with a little 
more luck, however the 
points against total is of 
concern. 

Next up on December 
4 the team visit lowly 
Bryncoch, and this has to 
be viewed as a ‘must 
win’. 

The youth team played 
very well in the home 
league 21-13 win over 
Pyle. Chris John, Jamie 
Williams, and Eddie 
Brown were the try scor¬ 
ers, with Lewys .Je nki ns 
adding the three conver¬ 
sions. 


The back row trio of 
Hywel Price, Tom Burke, 
and Williams stood out, 
with number seven 
Burke particularly 
impressive. 

The three quarter line 
supplemented the for¬ 
ward effort moving the 
ball well. 

On Saturday the youth 
are at Cefn Cribbwr in a 
friendly. 

Pencoed Phoenix 
overcame a stiff chal¬ 
lenge from Cardiff 
University to run out 26- 
5 winners. 

Incidentally, the stu¬ 
dents are through to the 
semi final of the 
University Cup. 

The Phoenix front row 
of Lianne Casley, Natalie 
O'Shea, and Michele 
Halse gave the side a 
good platform, continu¬ 
ally putting the students 
on the back foot. 

Jo Poupon, who early 
in the match saved a cer¬ 
tain try with a tremen¬ 
dous cover tackle in the 
shadow of her own posts, 
got two tries, with 
Sammy Jo Humphrey 
and Sarah Hughes get¬ 
ting one apiece, Beth 
Butler adding three con¬ 
versions. 

On Sunday, a win at 
Barry will see Phoenix 
crowned champions of 
the Senior Women's 
Development League. 
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